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Preface 

THE Bible is the most interesting of books. 
It is the oldest, and the newest book. It 
is applicable to all ages, and all peoples. 
It is so simple that the most humble student can 
find instruction and comfort in its pages, and so 
profound that the most scholarly can never so com- 
pletely master it that it will become uninteresting. 

God chose to make His revelation to the world 
through human experience. In this way He touches 
all by coming to them through experiences that are 
common to all. For this reason the best way to 
study it is the simple childlike way ; and the best 
spirit in which to study its mysteries is the humble 
childlike spirit. The Bible contains the history of 
God's dealings with men, and is a history of God 
and man, in their relation to each other. The re- 
ligion it inculcates is an historic religion. The re- 
ligion of the Bible is the only truly historic religion. 
It has come down through the ages guarded by di- 
vine providence. It has been the subject of crit- 
icism both friendly and unfriendly. The higher 
critics, — ^that class of critics who deal with the 
genuineness and authenticity of the Book, have ex- 

5 



6 Preface 

hausted every available source of historic evi- 
dence to ascertain what is worthy of acceptance 
as the word of God, and it comes down to us 
thoroughly established as the revealed will of God 
to men. In our time there is no reasonable ground 
to doubt its historic truth. The effect it has had 
upon the world, and the civilization it has produced 
is an unanswerable argument to its genuineness and 
authenticity. It is the Sword of the Spirit of God, 
and becomes to the earnest student quick and pow- 
erful, and discerns the thoughts and intents of the 
heart. 

The man who studies the Scriptures prayerfully 
will find that it inspires him. The scenes presented 
to the earnest, serious reader become very real; 
and he enters into them as he cannot enter into any 
other scenes. The lessons he learns here have an 
uplifting power about them that no other lessons 
possess. For more than fifteen hundred years, at 
intervals of shorter or longer periods, God spake to 
the world through chosen men, who wrote, and 
spoke as they were moved by His Spirit. He be- 
came incarnate in the Person of Jesus Christ, and 
spoke to men in such terms, and with such power, 
that none could fail to realize that '' never man 
spake like this man." 

We cannot hope to make the lively oracles any 
more forceful or interesting by an3rthing written 
in the pages of this book, but to present these 
" Early Morning Scenes," as they have appeared to 
the writer, with the hope of awaking a more care- 
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ful study of the Word of God in the mind of the 
reader is the object of the writer. 

With the earnest prayer that some pilgrim jour- 
neying through time into the great eternity may 
be helped along the way, this book is submitted to 
the perusal of the serious reader. 

L. Lta Nash. 
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EARLY DEPARTURE OF ABRAHAM TO SACRI- 
FICE HIS SON 

- And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his 
ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son, 
and claye the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went 
unto the place of which the Lord had told him." — Genesis xxii. 3. 

IN the twenty-second chapter of Genesis we 
read : ** And Abraham rose up early in the 
morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of 
his young men with him, and Isaac his son, and 
clave the wood for the burnt oflfering, and rose up, 
and went unto the place of which the Lord had told 
him." As Abraham occupies such a conspicuous 
place in the revelation that God has made to men, 
his character and deeds present a most interesting 
study. His name was primarily Abram, which 
means a high father, and was changed by the Lord 
to Abraham, which signifies father of a multitude, or 
of nations. He was born in Ur, a city of Chaldea, 
about 2008 A. M., or about 1996 b. c. The first 
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12 E^rly Morning Scenes 

book in the Bible is largely taken up with a biog- 
raphy of this eminent patriarch. He occupies an 
important place in relation to the Jewish and Chris- 
tian dispensations ; to the Jewish by a political and 
religious relation, and to the Christian dispensation 
by a mystical and spiritual relation. For these rea- 
sons, as well as for the interesting nature of his 
personal character, it will be both interesting and 
profitable to study him that we may get a good idea 
of the revelation which God has made to the world 
through Abraham and his posterity ; for God chose 
this man and his seed as the medium of communi- 
cation of His will to the world of mankind. 

Let us then give attention, first, to his personal 
history. His native Chaldea was sparsely settled 
in his day by a pastoral people. These shepherds 
roamed over the country from place to place, in 
search of good pasturage for their flocks and herds, 
and lived in tents. The sky under which they lived 
was clear and blue, and the atmosphere was rare, 
which, connected with the fact of their outdoor 
life, led them to study the heavenly bodies ; hence 
the first rudiments of astronomy, as a science, is 
traced to that region. Here, too, one of the 
earliest forms of idolatry, the worship of the host 
of heaven, began. This form of idolatry is known 
as Tsabaism, and as far as we know is the first of 
all idolatrous forms of worship. During the three 
hundred and fifty years which elapsed between the 
deluge and the birth of Abraham, this and other 
idolatrous superstitions had greatly corrupted the 
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human race, who had forgotten the God of Noah, 
and the awful display of His wrath by the flood. 
The worship of the true God was almost forgotten 
in the earth, and society was fast drifting so far 
from righteousness that it became necessary for 
God to begin again to manifest Himself to man. 
The family of Abraham was idolatrous along with 
the rest of their countrymen ; " for his father served 
other gods beyond the flood/' that is beyond the 
great river Euphrates ; but whether Abraham him- 
self was an idolater, we are not informed by Moses. 
There are legends among the Arabians and Jews 
that speak of his early idolatry, and of his conversion 
to the worship of the true God, but these legends 
are not to be depended on. 

Before his call, Abraham was certainly a worship- 
per of the true God ; and that not in a mere form 
only, but " in spirit, and in truth." We do not 
know what instrumentality was first used in estab- 
lishing him in the knowledge of God and His 
righteousness. While he still sojourned in Ur, of 
the Chaldeans, ** the God of glory appeared unto 
him, and said unto him. Get thee out of thy coun- 
try and from thy kindred, and go into the land which 
I shall show thee ; " and so firm was his faith in 
God, although the place of his future abode was not 
revealed to him, nor any description of that country 
given, or any account of the character of the inhab- 
itants, he nevertheless promptly obeyed God, and 
went out, not knowing whither he went. 

Terah his father, Nahor, his brother, and Lot, his 
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brother's son (the son of Haran his brother who 
was dead), accompanied him ; a circumstance which 
proves that if the family had formerly been idolaters, 
they had now received the faith of Abraham. They 
first migrated to Haran, or Charran, in Mesopotamia, 
a flat, barren country west of Ur ; and after a few 
years* residence there, during which time Terah 
died, Abraham left Haran to go into Palestine, tak- 
ing with him Sarah, his wife, who had no child, and 
all his other possessions, and Lot, his nephew, with 
all his paternal estate. Nahor it seems was left in 
Haran. To this second migration he was moved 
by a divine command, similar to the command to 
leave his native land. At this time God promised 
to make of him a great nation, and a blessing to the 
whole human family. Abraham understood this 
promise to be that in his seed the promised Mes- 
siah should come ; who was known to the patriarchs 
as " the seed of the woman, who should bruise the 
serpent's head." Palestine was then inhabited by 
the Canaanites, from whom it was called Canaan* 
Abraham, leading his tribe, first settled in Sechem, a 
valley between the mountains Ebal and Gerizim, 
where God again appeared to him, and promised to 
give him the land of Canaan, and where, as in other 
places where he sojourned, he built an altar to the 
Lord. He then removed to a hilly country on the 
north of Jericho ; and as the pastures were ex- 
hausted migrated southward, till a famine drove 
him into Egypt, the earliest and most productive 
corn country on the face of the earth. 
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The migrations of Abraham and his descendants 
show how the earth was populated in his day. At 
that time some cities had been built, and the coun- 
try to some extent about them was in a state of 
cultivation. But a good part of the inhabitants fol- 
lowed a pastoral life, led forth their flocks from 
place to place, and became large family tribes, the 
parent of which was the head, uniting the sovereign 
power of the state and the teacher of religion in 
himself, and with a train of servants attached to the 
tribe by hereditary ties, pitched their tents wherever 
a fertile and unappropriated district offered them 
pastures. A few of these nomadic tribes appear to 
have made the circuit of the same region, seldom 
going far from their native seats ; which would no 
doubt have been the case with Abraham, had 
he not received the call of God to depart to a 
distant country. Others more bold followed the 
track of rivers and the sweep of fertile valleys, and 
at length some built cities and formed settlements 
in these distant regions ; while others, either from 
attachment to their former mode of life, or from ne- 
cessity, continued in their pastoral occupations, and 
followed the supplies afTorded for their flocks by the 
still expanding regions of the fertile earth. Wars 
and violence, droughts, famines, and the constant 
increase of population, continued to impel these in- 
numerable, but, at first, small streams of men into 
parts still more remote. Those who settled on the 
seacoast began to use that element, both for supply, 
ing themselves with a new species of food, and as a 
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medium of communication by vessels with other 
countries for the interchange of such commodities 
as their own lands afforded with those offered by 
maritime states, more or less distant. Thus were 
laid the foundations of commerce, and thus the 
maritime cities were rendered opulent and powerful 
Colonies were in time transported from them by 
means of their ships, and settled on the coast of 
still more distant and fertile countries. Thus the 
migrations of the three primitive families proceeded 
from the central regions of Armenia, Mesopotamia, 
and Assyria; and in succession they established 
numerous communities — ^the Phoenicians, Arabians, 
Egyptians, Ethiopians, and Libbians, southward ; — 
the Persians, Indians, and Chinese, eastward ; — and 
the Goths, Greeks, and Latins, westward, even as 
far as the Peruvians and Mexicans of South Amer- 
ica, and the Indians of North America. 

Thus we see how humanity began to spread over 
the earth in the time of this patriarch, through 
whom God began to take His place in the history 
of our world. Through Abraham God began to 
manifest His grace to fallen humanity in a manner 
hitherto unknown, and with him the covenant of 
grace was made. 

From the brief statement of the personal his- 
tory of Abraham, we will consider in the second 
place the typical circumstances connected with 
his life and history. Abraham and his family 
may be considered as a type of the church estab- 
lished by God in the world. They indeed con- 
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stituted the church in the world. Not that many 
scattered patriarchs and family churches did not re- 
main. Such was that of Melchizedec ; such probably 
was that of Nahor, the brother of Abraham left 
behind him in Mesopotamia, when he migrated into 
Canaan ; but a visible church relation was established 
between Abraham, and his family, and God, signified 
by the visible and distinguishing sacrament of cir- 
cumcision, and followed by new, repeated, and en- 
larged revelations of truth, which were made to 
him and his posterity from time to time. Two 
purposes were to be accomplished by this, the 
preservation of the doctrine of salvation in the 
world, which is the duty of every church in every 
age of the world, and the making that truth known 
to others. Both of these purposes were fulfilled by 
Abraham. Wherever he went and pitched his 
tent, he built altars to the true God, and publicly 
celebrated his worship ; and as we learn from the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, he lived in tents in prefer- 
ence to settling permanently in Canaan, though that 
land had been given to him for a possession in order 
that he might thus proclaim his faith in the eternal 
inheritance, of which Canaan was a type ; and in 
bearing this testimony, his example was followed 
by Isaac and Jacob, the " heirs with him of the same 
promise," who also thus *' confessed that they were 
strangers and pilgrims," looking for a continuing 
and eternal city in heaven. So also now is the same 
doctrine of immortality committed to the visible 
church of Christ; and by deadness to the world. 
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the members of the church are expected to declare 
their faith in and hope of a better life beyond the 
confines of time. 

The numerous posterity promised to Abraham 
was also a type of the spiritual seed, the true 
members of the spiritual church, springing from 
faith in Christ, of whom Isaac was the symbol. St. 
Paul expressly distinguishes between the fleshly 
and the spiritual seed of Abraham ; to the latter of 
which, in their ultimate and highest sense, the 
promises of their increase as the stars of heaven, 
and the sands of the seashore, are to be referred, as 
also the promise of the heavenly Canaan. 

The intentional offering up of Isaac, with its re- 
sult, was, no doubt, that transaction in which Abra- 
ham, more clearly that in any other, " saw the day 
of Christ, and was glad." He received Isaac from 
the dead, says St. Paul, " in a figure." This was a 
figure of the resurrection of Christ ; and, if so, Isaac 
being laid upon the altar was a figure of His sacrifi- 
cial death, scenically and most impressively repre* 
sented to Abraham. The place, the same ridge of 
hills on which Christ was crucified ; the person, an 
only son, to die for no offense of his own ; the 
sacrificer, a father ; the receiving back, as it were^ 
from death to life; the name impressed upon 
the place, Jehovah-Jireh, importing " the Lord 
will provide," in allusion to Abraham's own words 
to Isaac, "the Lord will provide a lamb for a 
burnt offering : " all indicate a mystery which lay 
deep beneath the transaction, and which Abra- 



Abraham's Sacrifice 19 

ham, as the reward of his obedience, was per- 
mitted to behold. ** The day of Christ's " humil- 
iation and exaltation was thus opened to him ; and 
served to keep the great truth in mind that the true 
burnt ofTering and sacrifice for sin was to be some- 
thing higher than the immolation of lambs and bulls 
and goats ; something more than was merely human. 
This whole transaction is a vivid scene; from the 
early morning start from the tent door of Abraham, 
where he saddled his ass, and took two of his young 
men with him, and Isaac his son, to b^in a journey 
of three days into the land of Moriah, to make this 
ofiering on a mountain which the Lord should tell 
him of, until the climax of the scene, where he built 
the altar, and bound Isaac, and was in the very act 
of slaying him, when he was told to hold his hand, 
and was directed to the ram that God had provided 
as a substitute. No picture in all human history has 
so profoundly impressed the world, except the scene 
on Calvary, as this typical sacrifice of Isaac. There 
is something about the prompt obedience of Abra- 
ham, that led him to rise up early in the morning, 
and b^n this trying journey that must touch 
every heart capable of feeling. It was a burden 
t|uit the loving father bore alone ; he did not tell 
Sarah, the companion of his bosom, and Isaac who 
was to be the victim knew nothing of the nature of 
the journey ; only that it was to be an act of wor- 
ship involving a sacrifice ; and this led him to say, 
after they had left the young men and he and his 
6ther were climbing the mountain alone, " Behold 
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the fire and the wood : but where is the lamb for 
the burnt offering ? " How this question of Isaac 
must have pierced the heart of Abraham I He 
could not have borne this burden but for that 
implicit faith in God, which enabled him to realize 
that if he offered Isaac a sacrifice to God» God 
would raise him even from the dead. 

The question arises, Why did God thus try His 
faithful servant, when He knew what Abraham 
would do before the test was made ? In reply to 
this question, we think that there are at least two 
pertinent and reasonable answers : First, God was 
taking His place in human history, and preparing 
the world by this event to understand something 
of the nature of the offering He was to make in the 
person of His only Son for the salvation of men. 
This great historic event was designed to impress 
the world of mankind with the great love He had 
for lost humanity, so forcibly declared by these 
words of Jesus : " For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life." This historic event is well calcu- 
lated to impress the world, and put men to think- 
ing, and asking questions, and trying to understand 
its meaning ; and this of itself is valuable for the 
end God had in view. Again human sacrifices 
were offered by idolaters to their gods, and while 
this is, and was, an abomination in the sight of 
God, these idolaters might claim a more perfect 
devotion to their gods than Abraham had for the 
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only living and true God. So, while God forbade 
the offering of human sacrifices by this test of 
Abraham's £uth, who in a peculiar sense was His 
representative in the world. He showed to the 
heathen worshippers of idols that Abraham was 
just as devoted to Him as any idolater was to his 
idol. All real progress among men is linked with 
and founded upon religion, and the purer the 
religion of any people, the more perfect will be 
their lives, and the higher their civilization. God 
began a new and higher civilization in the world 
through Abraham and his posterity, and underly- 
ing this civilization it was needful that many ques« 
tions touching human life and religious worship 
must be answered^ and these questions are better 
answered in this scenic way than in any other. 
While we admit there is mystery here, yet there is 
nothing unreasonable about it. The birth of Isaac 
was miraculous, and was purposely designed to be 
so, prefiguring the miraculous birth of Jesus 
Christ of a virgin, but His birth was designed to 
help the dull faith of humanity to accept and be- 
lieve in the birth of the Son of God of the Virgin 
Mary ; a fact which, with all the helps of Old Tes- 
tament illustration, is frequently questioned by the 
dull reason of our poor humanity. 

Abraham was no ignorant superstitious person ; 
he had communication with God, and God made 
revelations to him. His faith moved him to obey 
God without questioning His purposes ; when God 
called him, he answered, '^Here am I." Unlike 
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many of us, who when God calls, instead of answer- 
ing with a willingness to obey, are too willing to 
say, " What do you want ? " And then to question 
the reality of every revelation God makes to us, 
and to refuse to obey, unless it is agreeable to us to 
perform the duty enjoined. It is a peculiarity of 
our mental poise to strive to eliminate from every 
revelation that God has made to us the very thing 
that proves the revelation to be from God. We 
object to the supernatural. But after all if God be 
omnipotent is there anything too hard for Him ? 
The supernatural is just as natural and easy with 
God as the natural. We live, and move, and have 
our being in Him. He is the fountain of all life ; 
and can preserve life wherever He pleases ; and yet 
we question the account of the three Hebrews He 
kept alive in the fiery furnace, and try to destroy the 
historical account of Jonah, because we cannot see 
how God kept him alive for three days in the 
bowels of a fish. All this is really no more m3rs- 
terious than the lives we live every day. Our 
hearts beat, we cannot tell how. It is not the 
circulation of the blood that causes them to beat ; 
it is rather the beating of our hearts that causes the 
blood to circulate. What power keeps our hearts 
beating so long ? Who can tell ? Unless we can 
understand these questions so close at hand why 
should we doubt other matters that God has given 
indisputable evidence that He has done? Every 
one of us should satisfy ourselves, as far as we can, 
that God has spoken ; this is our duty, but when 
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we are assured that God has spoken, then, like 
Abraham, we have nothing to do but to obey. 

We can see a reason in this line of thought from 
the divine side of this question, why God did sub- 
ject Abraham to this test, and there is, also, a 
reason for this trial seen from the human side 
of the incident Christianity, the religion of the 
Bible, is both a human and a divine religion. We 
cannot understand it, if we lose sight of either side ; 
what we call the natural is the human side ; and 
what we call the supernatural is the divine side. 
On the human side of Abraham's ofiering we may 
reasonably suppose that Abraham had raised the 
question in his own mind, whether he could make 
the sacrifice to his God the heathen around were 
making to their gods ? If called upon to give up 
the dearest object he possessed, would he be able to 
obey ? Supposing this question were raised in the 
mind of Abraham, — and it is a very natural sup- 
position, — it is a question that must be settled to 
the satisfaction of Abraham, and there is only one 
way to settle it, and that is by an actual test. God 
knew what Abraham would do when the test came, 
but Abraham could not know except by experience. 
There is a far-reaching lesson here that is of in- 
terest to all men everywhere. It is this : When 
any question of fidelity to God is raised in any 
mind, that question must be settled. Human 
character cannot be formed until such questions 
are finally disposed of. Abraham's faith in God 
was greatly increased by this trial, because it 
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qualified him for larger faith in himself to trust God 
to the ultimate. We see this question brought 
out very forcibly in the trials of the apostles of 
Christ in the hour of His passion. These apostles* 
and especially Peter, thought that they could go 
with Him to prison, and to death ; but when the 
time came, they found that they did not have the 
faith and strength they thought they possessed. 
Peter, the man of rock, was not equal to the trial ; 
but the trial prepared the way for a larger faith, 
and a better knowledge of himself, and of Christ. 
After all, God's purpose in His dealings with men 
in this world is to form in them characters that are 
temptation proof. There is no tenure by which a 
free moral agent can hold heaven and eternal life 
except by his own free choice, assisted of course by 
God's grace ; and to attain unto a temptation-proof 
character is a prerequisite for fitness to inherit 
eternal life, in those who have grown to an estate 
of choice in this life. It may be a question 
whether it is not necessary to fit all spiritual beings 
for eternal blessedness by trial. Children dying in 
infancy, who have never been subjected to test here, 
are saved in God's way ; and He has not explained 
to us how He does this ; but all adults who get to 
heaven must go there through trial ; tribulation is 
necessary to fit them for the kingdom of God. 

In the third place ; Abraham appears before ns 
in a mystic character ; and there is connected with 
him, and especially with his offering of Isaac, a mys- 
tic lesson of the greatest importance, and it is well 
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for us to endeavor to understand this mystic rela- 
tion which he sustains to our race. He stands in a 
federal or covenant relation, not only with regard to 
his natural seed, but specially to all believers in 
Christ. St. Paul tells us the Gospel was preached 
to Abraham, *' Saying in thee shall all nations be 
blessed." Abraham believed in God, and it was ac- 
counted to him for righteousness ; he was him- 
self justified by faith in Christ, as all believers are 
at this day, and ever have, and ever will be. The 
covenant of gratuitous justification through faith 
was made with him and his believing descendants ; 
and the rite of circumcision, which was not confined 
to his posterity by Sarah, but appointed in every 
branch of his family, was the sign of this covenant 
of grace, and so remained until it was displaced by 
the sacrament appointed by Christ. Wherever that 
sign was it declared the doctrine, and offered the 
grace of this covenant, — of justification by faith, 
with all its glorious benefits, to all the tribes that 
proceeded from Abraham. This same grace is of- 
fered to all who by faith become ''Abraham's 
seed," his spiritual children with whom the cove- 
nant is established, through the same faith, and are 
thus made " the heirs with him of the same promise." 
Abraham is exhibited to us as the representative 
of true believers, and in this especially, that the true 
nature of faith was exhibited in him. This great 
principle was marked in Abraham with the follow- 
ing characters : An entire unhesitating belief in the 
Word of God ; and an unfaltering trust in all His 
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promises; and a steady regard to His mighty 
power, leading him to overlook all apparent diffi- 
culties and impossibilities in every case where God 
had explicitly promised ; and an habitual and cheer- 
ful and entire obedience. We have a definition of 
faith in the Epistle to the Hebrews xi. i ; and that 
faith is seen living and acting in all its energy in 
Abraham. For these reasons he is known to us as 
the father of the faithful, and the friend of God. 

In this scene in the life of this conspicuous man 
we have the fountainhead of a stream of civilization 
that will continue as long as human history lasts. 
All history has ever had and will ever have its 
origin and continuance in personality. Those who 
would minify and belittle man by theories that un- 
derrate personality, become themselves greater facts 
of history than any of their achievements, and their 
personality outlasts any of their works. Nearly 
4,000 years have passed away since the birth of 
Abraham, more than 3,800 years since his death, 
and after the lapse of so many years, the grand old 
patriarch, standing at his tent door early in the 
morning, preparing for the most tragic journey in 
the history of the world, except one, presents to the 
mind of the thoughtful student of human events a 
most interesting and instructive study. Abraham 
is inseparably connected with the Book of books ; 
for it was to him, and through him and his posterity, 
the revelation of God came to the world. For two 
thousand years, at longer or shorter intervals, God 
spoke to men through this wonderful family, and 
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displayed Himself, not only in words but in deeds 
to the world in all those wonderful works that He 
performed which have become the abiding history of 
Himself, and of Abraham and his descendants. This 
book is full of scenes, the most thrilling and pictur* 
esque of any the imagination of man can conceive. 
The land where these scenes were displayed seems 
to have been purposely created for their enactment ; 
and there seems to be an indissoluble union between 
the Land and the Book. The sun rises there with 
a glory and a brightness unsurpassed, if equalled in 
any other land, and the moon and stars, those lumi- 
naries of the night, are seen here in all their glory. 
There is something awe-inspiring in mountain 
scenery at any time, and anywhere; but in the 
morning when the king of day has chased the mists 
of the night from the eastern sky, and burst with 
all the effulgence of his glory upon a sleeping 
world, and some transaction that is to effect human 
history through all coming time is being performed, 
there is something in the scene calculated to fill the 
mind with reverence and the heart with awe. The 
solemn stillness of the hour, where the Almighty 
Spirit comes in contact with the human spirit, and 
great events that are to transpire in far distant years 
are symbolized in a way that awakens the deepest 
thought of which the human mind is capable, and 
only reveals enough of the purposes of God to bring 
a morning twilight to the most enlightened intel- 
lect ; such a scene is well worth most careful con- 
sideration, and devout meditation. Such is the 
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scene displayed on this memorable morning of 
Abraham's trial. Its established place in the history 
of our world is well deserved, and comes down to 
us through the ages too well grounded in all that is 
calculated to abide ever to be displaced by the in- 
genuity of, or any invention of, man. Here we see 
the beginning of a religion that will last to the last 
recorded syllable of time, and is everywhere held 
forth, and will live on through the ages of eternity. 
We boast of our scientific progress, and look upon 
the ages of the past as benighted ; but here, in these 
revelations of God to man, we see the unfolding of 
a life that sweeps out beyond the reach of our as- 
tronomy, and embraces worlds that have never 
flashed their light on our little planet. The mind 
itself, weary with the flight of thought inspired by 
these scenes, folds her wings from sheer exhaustion, 
and rests at last in the conception of a life measured 
only by an eternal dial plate, and rejoices in the 
hope of an inheritance that will abide forever. 

Is there any teaching anywhere else that so sat- 
isfies the heart, which was created for such a des- 
tiny, as we find in these scenes and revelations? 
While the morning light of an earthly day breaks 
on the eye as we view them, the twilight of an 
eternal day breaks on the inquiring mind, and the 
immortal soul reaches forth into the future, and for- 
getting the things that are behind, presses to the 
attainments of a life that alone can satisfy the heart's 
natural longings. 

Here is found comfort for all. The old man, 
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leaning upon his staff and tottering towards the 
grave, sees a light in the valley that causes hope to 
spring into the realization of a life eternal, and the 
end of a long pilgrimage bursts into a day of joy 
and triumph. The aged matron who has borne 
the burden and sorrows of a troubled life catches 
inspiration from the wonderful scenes of real life, 
which glow in a light that was never seen on land 
or sea, and marches into the lightened valley that 
separates this from a world of eternal peace and 
joy, that has now become no less real than the ever- 
lasting hills upon which these scenes were enacted 
in the early morning of the day, and also in the 
early morning of our race. To the young man and 
maiden, these scenes, when studied, are no less in- 
spiring ; for here we find encouragement and hope 
for all of every age and station in life. 

The learning of all the universities cannot supply 
the panacea for human ills we behold here ; and the 
most learned, as well as the illiterate, need to stand 
in the glow of the morning light, and catch inspira- 
tion and hope from these manifestations of God as 
He reveals Himself to the ones He has chosen as His 
medium of communication to the world of man- 
kind. 

While human reason may stagger and reel before 
these manifestations, and endeavor to solve the in- 
tricate problems of religion in some other way than 
by childlike faith in a divine revelation, yet the 
heart can rest in no other solution of human life 
than the answer given here. 
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The morning light that shone upon the tent of 
Abraham, as he made ready to obey God even to 
the sacrifice of Isaac, brings out a picture of faith 
and obedience worthy of universal praise and emu- 
lation. 

« The morning's sun rose bright and clear. 
On Abraham's tent it gaily shone ; 
And all was bright and cheerful there. 
All save the patriarch's heart alone. 

•* While God's command arose to mind. 
It forced into his eye the tears; 
For though his soul was all resigned. 
Yet nature fondly lingered there. 

** The simple morning feast was spread. 
And Sarah at the banquet smiled; 
Joy o'er her face its lustre shed. 
For near her sat her only child. 

- The groaning father turned away. 
And walked the inner tent apart — 
He felt his fortitude decay 
While nature whispered in his heart : 

« ' O must this son to whom was given 
The promise of a better land, 
Heir to the choicest gifts of heaven. 
Be slain by a fond parent's hand? ' 

« But let no pen profone like mine. 

On holiest themes too rashly dare — 
Turn to the Book of books divine, 
And read the blessed promise there. 

«• Ages and ages rolled away — 

At length the hour appointed came ; 
And on the Mount of Calvary 
God did Himself provide a lamb." 



II 

EARLY MORNING SCENE AFTER THE 
DESTRUCTION OF SODOM 

" And Abraham gat up early in the morning to the place where 
he stood before the Lord: And looked towards Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and towards all the land of the plain, and beheld, and, 
lo, the smoke of the country went up as the smoke of a furnace." 
--^Genesis xix. 27-28. 

NO higher honor could have been conferred 
on man than was given to Abraham by 
the Most High God, for when Sodom 
and Gomorrah and the other cities of the plain had 
become so wicked that their destruction had been 
decreed by heaven, the Lord said : " Shall I hide 
from Abraham that thing which I do ? Seeing that 
Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty 
nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be 
blessed in him, I know him, that he will command 
his children and his household after him, and they 
shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and 
judgment; and that the Lord may bring upon 
Abraham that which He has spoken of him." This 
is the account we have of the purpose of God to 
make known to His servant the awful judgment 
that awaited the wicked cities of the plain of the 
Jordan. Abraham being advised of the Lord's 
purpose began to intercede for the doomed cities, 
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and plead with Him» until he had the assurance 
that He would spare these cities if ten righteous 
persons were found within them. We are not as- 
sured that the Lord would not have heard Abra- 
ham any further, but when he came down to ten, 
and there were not even that many there, Abraham 
ceased to plead, and the destruction came upon 
Sodom, and the whole of the plain of Jordan, and 
a scene of devastation and ruin was presented, the 
equal of which the world has not witnessed unto 
this day. After this awful catastrophe we are told : 

" And Abraham gat up early in the morning to 
the place where he stood before the Lord : And he 
looked towards Sodom and Gomorrah, and towards 
all the land of the plain, and beheld, and, lo, the 
smoke of the country went up as the smoke of a 
furnace." We come now to study this scene of 
destruction ; let us for a short time study the scene 
as it appeared before the vengeance of God was 
meted out to it. 

The river Jordan runs through the land of Pales- 
tine from north to south; on a straight line the 
distance from the Sea of Galilee to the Dead Sea 
is not over sixty miles. The Sea of Galilee is 682 
feet below the level of the Mediterranean Sea, and 
the Dead Sea is 618 feet below the Sea of Galilee, 
making the Dead Sea i»300 feet lower than the 
Mediterranean Sea. It will be seen from these 
figures that the Dead Sea is the lowest body of 
water on earth. This sea is about forty-six miles 
long, and from ten to eighteen miles wide. It lies 
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in the southern part of Palestine, and lies from 
north to south. The river Jordan flows into it; 
and the valley of the Jordan, before the destruction 
of the cities of the plain, was one of the most fertile 
countries on earth. When Abraham and Lot were 
sojourning together, and the country was not large 
and fertile enough for them to continue together in 
peace, and when strife arose between their herds- 
men, Abraham proposed a peaceable separation, 
and gave his nephew. Lot, the choice of the coun- 
try. Lot very ungenerously chose the Jordan 
valley, because it appeared to him the finest country 
for grazing his cattle : for we are told, " And Lot 
lifted up his eyes and beheld the plain of Jordan, 
that it was well watered everywhere, before the 
Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, even as the 
garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt, as thou 
comest unto Zoar. Then Lot chose him all the 
plain of Jordan ; and Lot journeyed east : and they 
separated themselves one from the other. Abraham 
dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in 
the cities of the plain, and pitched his tent towards 
Sodom." 

The Jordan valley was immensely fertile, and well 
adapted for the pasturage of cattle. It was, no 
doubt, one of the richest spots on earth, and very 
beautiful to behold. Five populous cities were 
situated near this little inland sea, and were largely 
supported by the fertility of this beautiful valley. 
The inhabitants of these cities were wicked beyond 
description. Sodom and Gomorrah were probably 
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the largest of them, and the more conspicuous for 
wickedness. The men of Sodom had degenerated, 
until they were not content with ordinary licentious- 
ness and vilenesSy but they had sunk so deep into 
depravity that they could not be content with the 
grosser forms of sin unless they did violence to 
nature as well as every principle of morality. Their 
sin rose up to heaven, and a just and holy God 
could not longer bear with them, and He decreed 
their complete destruction. 

Having informed Abraham of His purpose He 
sent the angel messengers to deliver Lot from the 
doomed city of Sodom, and the men of Sodom, 
being ignorant of the character of the visitors who 
were sojourning with Lot for the night, sought to 
treat them with the utmost indignity ; in spite of 
the entreaties of Lot they would have succeeded 
if they had not been smitten with blindness by the 
heavenly messengers. Lot was at once urged to 
flee to the mountains, and every one of his family 
was instructed not to look back on pain of death. 
His wife disregarded the instructions and was turned 
into a pillar of salt. 

There has been much speculation about Lot's 
wife, but we will never know any more about her 
fate than the simple Scriptural account gives us. 
The incident of her destruction is alluded to'^by 
our Saviour in the short exhortation : " Remember 
Lot's wife." 

The destruction of these cities of the plain teach 
a far-reaching lesson that the world is very slow to 



Destruction of Sodom 35 

learn. The lesson is this: God reigns over the 
world, and His wrath is revealed from heaven against 
all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men ; and He 
will after much long-suffering punish with dire de- 
struction those who forget His law, and take delight 
in wickedness. He has given us an account of the 
destruction of the wicked cities of the plain, and 
how He would have spared them in answer to the 
prayer of Abraham, if ten righteous men had been 
found there. He established in this incident the 
principle that the God of the whole earth will do 
right, and make a distinction between the righteous 
and the wicked. The righteous are the salt of the 
earth, preserving even the wicked from destruction. 
We have scattering all along through the history of 
the past awful catastrophes somewhat similar to 
that that befell the cities of the plain ; but we are 
very slow to see the hand of God in these awful 
visitations. Early in the Christian dispensation, the 
complete destruction of Pompeii and Herculaneum, 
by an eruption from the volcano Vesuvius, stands 
out prominently. Excavations in recent years have 
revealed something of the wickedness of the inhab- 
itants of those ruined cities ; and if the pen of in- 
spiration had given us an account of their overthrow, 
it would very likely be similar to that given of the 
cities of the plain. But God has not spoken His 
reason for the destruction of these cities, and the 
world does not see His hand in their overthrow. 

In May, 1902, the city of St. Pierre, in the island 
of Martinique, was destroyed, and about forty thou- 
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sand people perished. But we only see in this visit- 
ation that Mount Pelee, a volcano that stood near 
the city, had an eruption, and destroyed the city. 
We do not see the hand of God in it, and whoever 
believes that an overruling providence had anything 
to do with that event will be classed as ignorant 
and fanatical by this enlightened (?) scientific age. 
We attribute all these things to natural causes, and 
leave God and His government of the world entirely 
out of the question. 

But is it unreasonable to believe that God con- 
trols in His own way the forces of nature, and uses 
them when He so pleases to punish those who for- 
get Him and engage in all manner of filthiness with 
greediness ? If we believe that God rules over the 
universe He has created, is it not more reasonable to 
believe that none of these wonderful events trans- 
pire without His causatjve power ? After all, what 
are the laws of nature but God's manner of doing 
things ? We are told that He destroyed the cities 
of the plain as a punishment of the wickedness of 
the people ; and an account of the extreme wicked- 
ness of the men of Sodom impresses us with the 
justice of God in the sudden and complete destruc- 
tion that came upon them. 

Is it not a matter worthy of our consideration that, 
after all our wisdom and scientific knowledge, there 
may be a just God, who rules in the affairs of men, 
and governs in the dispensing of punishment to 
moral beings, just as surely as He governs the 
movements of the suns and systems that revolve 
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in space ? Does He not say to the wicked as He 
says to the waves of the sea, ** Thus far shalt thou 
go, and here shall thy proud waves be stayed " ? If 
we believe in the revelation He has made to us at 
all, we must believe that He is ever present, and 
His hand is upon all the springs of nature, and all 
her laws obey His will. Abraham believed this, 
and God permitted him to talk with Him, and re- 
vealed His purposes to him. To him the privilege 
was granted to rise up early in the morning, and 
stand upon a mountain, and behold the ruin wrought 
in the destruction of the cities of the plain. Stand- 
ing there in the early morning light, while the 
smoke from the smoldering ruins of the doomed 
cities rose as the smoke of a furnace, there was no 
fear for personal safety in the heart of the grand old 
patriarch. He had talked with God, and knew no 
harm could come to him while God was his friend. 
What emotions must have stirred his heart as he 
remembered the beauty of that valley before its de- 
struction ! No doubt he recalled the time when he 
had given his nephew the choice of the land, and 
when Lot had chosen that Jordan valley because 
of its fertility and beauty. We do not know that 
he was apprised of the fate of Lot. He must have 
felt solicitous for the safety of Lot, for he had shown 
his deep interest in him, when he, with the inhabit- 
ants of Sodom, had been taken prisoner, and carried 
away. For Abraham went to war to rescue him 
and succeeded. 

Lot is described as a righteous man, who vexed 
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his righteous soul on account of the wickedness of 
the inhabitants of Sodom ; but there is a vast differ- 
ence between Lot and Abraham. Lot was selfish 
and ungenerous, and this led to his choice of the 
Jordan valley, and to his pitching his tent towards 
Sodom. 

Abraham showed his generosity in giving Lot 
choice of the country, and he showed his magna- 
nimity by afterwards rescuing him when he and 
his family were captured by the kings who captured 
Sodom. 

Lot did not have the faith of Abraham in large 
measure, for when he was warned by the angels, 
and instructed to flee to the mountains, he asked to 
be permitted to live in the little city of Zoar, but 
after being permitted to live there, he became 
frightened, and fled to the mountains, where he and 
his daughters were found alone, and where was 
transacted an occurrence that causes us to pass over 
the history in silence. Had he remained in Zoar, 
God would have protected and saved him and his 
daughters from the evil that befell them. A failure 
to obey God without question in the first instance 
led to fear and distrust in the second place, and that 
led on to further disgrace. 

This is always the case. Many, like Lot, have 
desired to have their way, and when the desire was 
granted, the object desired proved unsatisfactory, 
and fear and unrest followed. 

Again, Abraham could not have been very far 
away, and he would have received and helped Lot 
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in his distress : but we have no mention that he 
returned to his uncle for help or comfort in his time 
of trouble. In this conduct we see the folly of 
faithlessness towards a human friend, as well as a 
want of faith in God. Faith in God, and faith in 
our fellow men go hand in hand, and when one is 
lost, the other cannot long survive. No doubt it 
would have been a real pleasure to Abraham to 
have helped his nephew in his trouble ; but he did 
not have the opportunity. 

How often in human experience do we see sim- 
ilar cases. Men turn away from their friends, and 
are overtaken by misfortune, and never seem to 
think that it would afford their friends pleasure to 
help them in the hour of need. All the friends can 
do is to rise up early in the morning, and look 
upon the ruins, and wonder where the friend or rel- 
ative is, and vainly ask the question, *' What has 
become of him ? " Or to say, " Oh, that I could 
have helped him in the hour of his great calamity." 

In this early morning scene that lay before the 
eyes of Abraham, there must have been many 
things that touched the patriarch's heart. It has 
been truly said that << a touch of sorrow makes the 
whole world kin." When this sorrow comes to 
those who are our kindred, and are loved by us, it 
awakens the tenderest feelings of which our hearts 
are capable. Those who are dear to us may show 
ingratitude ; their selfishness may have caused us 
pain, but when we look upon their helpless grief, 
our hearts must be hard indeed if they are not 
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moved with deep compassion, and an earnest desire 
to lend them a helping hand. 

The place where Abraham stood, in the early 
morning, looking on the scene of devastation and 
ruin, had the most sacred associations. It was on 
the same spot where he had communed with God, 
and where he had interceded for Sodom. Standing 
there with the memory of the scene of beauty fresh 
in his mind, that presented itself to his eye before 
the destruction had come upon that beautiful valley, 
and now beholding the contrast, as the smoke rose 
up like the black smoke of a furnace, it was a pic- 
ture of awe and grandeur well calculated to fill the 
mind with feelings of reverence and fear of Him who 
could work such destruction so quickly. But Abra- 
ham knew who had sent this ruin upon the cities 
of the plain, and why it was sent. He knew the 
character of the inhabitants of the ruined cities, and 
could not but say the punishment was just 

This scene stands before the world as a warning 
of another scene that will be witnessed at some 
future day. The destruction of these little cities, 
with all their inhabitants, will be a small thing 
indeed, compared to the final conflagration of a 
world on fire, when all the things that are therein 
shall be burnt up, and the element itself shall melt 
with fervent heat. '' If God spared not the angels 
that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and de- 
livered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved 
unto judgment ; and spared not the old world, but 
saved Noah, the eighth person, a preacher of right- 
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eousness, bringing the flood upon the world of the 
ungodly; and turning the cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrah into ashes condemned them with an 
overthrow, making them an ensample unto those 
who should after live ungodly ; and delivered just 
Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the 
wicked ; (For that righteous man dwelling among 
them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous 
soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds)." 
Thus St. Peter presents the lesson for our instruc- 
tion. 

He further tells us : <' The Lord is not slack con- 
cerning His promise, as some men count slackness ; 
but is long-suflering to us-ward, not willing that 
any should perish, but that all should come to re- 
pentance. But the day of the Lord will come as 
a thief in the night; in the which the heavens 
shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements 
shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and 
the works that are therein shall be burned up." 

We know not when this destruction shall come 
upon the world, but it will just as surely come as 
destruction came upon Sodom ; and the redeemed 
of the Lord, like Abraham, will some day overlook 
the scene of ruin, and behold the smoke of the 
destruction of the wicked rise like the smoke of a 
furnace, not from a few cities, and one fertile valley, 
but from a ruined planet, and a destroyed world. 

Mankind are alike in every age of the world. 
They behold the wonders of nature, and make 
light of the wonderful dispensations of wrath that 
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have ever and anon befallen sinful man. They do 
not see the hand of God in the wonderful works 
that He does ; and when some catastrophe befalls 
any place or people, they account for these things 
upon what they are pleased to call natural princi- 
ples. There never was a time when the majority 
of mankind saw the hand of God in His works. 
Our science and our philosophy do not help 
our faith in God. The wisdom of this world ex- 
ists in minds that are enmity to God, and shows 
itself in efforts to rule Him out of His universe. 
Hence these old Bible stories are regarded as 
fables, and the threatenings of God are explained 
away, and their force is so weakened by our human 
interpretations that men are not alarmed at threat- 
ened danger. 

We learn, however, from this scene, something 
of the immanence of God. He has at His com- 
mand the means for the destruction as well as for 
the preservation of the world. Around the Dead 
Sea may be seen to-day beds of aspkaltum,SLnd pits 
of bitumen. The Lord might have ignited this 
combustible substance in many ways ; and the state- 
ment that " the Lord rained upon Sodom and Go- 
morrah brimstone and fire from the Lord out of 
heaven ; and overthrew these cities and also the 
plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and 
that which grew upon the ground," may simply 
mean that He used the means at hand to accom- 
plish this purpose. We may safely suppose that 
a shower of nitrous particles might have been pre- 
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cipitated from the atmosphere here, as in many 
other places, called heaven, which by the action of 
fire, or the electric fluid, would be immediately 
ignited, and so consume the cities. As has already 
been stated, the plains about Sodom abound with 
nsphcUtum or bitumen pits, that what is particularly 
meant here in reference to the plain is the setting 
afire this vast store of inflammable matter by the 
agency of lightning, or the electric fluid, and this 
in the most natural and literal manner accounts for 
the whole plain being burnt up; as that plain 
abounded in this bituminous substance: and thus 
we find three agents that were no doubt employed 
in the destruction of these cities, and all the sur- 
rounding plain : 

(i) Innumerable nitrous particles from the at- 
mosphere. 

(2) The vast quantity of asphaltus or bitumen 
which abounded in that country; and (3) light- 
ning, the electric fluid spark which ignited the 
nitre and bitumen, and thus consumed the cities 
and the plain, and the charming country in which 
they were situated. 

As we stand in imagination with Abraham, and 
look upon the scene of devastation and ruin 
wrought in the Jordan valley, it will be wise for us 
to contemplate the forces of nature in the hand of 
God, that by His good providence blesses us every 
day, and may at any time be used by Him for the 
destruction of the world. The air we breathe is so 
arranged in composition that it is a health-giving 
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element. This element is composed of twenty- 
one parts of oxygen and seventy-nine parts of ni- 
trogen ; by weight of twenty-three parts of oxygen 
and seventy-seven of nitrogen. These gases are 
not chemically united, but are mixed mechanically. 
Air contains also one two-thousandths of carbon 
dioxid, some watery vapor, and a small varying 
amount of ammonia, nitric acid, ozone, and organic 
matter. We know that these parts of which the 
air is composed can be so changed that it would 
cause instant death to breathe it ; and yet we live 
in this element and depend for every moment of 
our existence upon the correct distribution of the 
parts of the atmosphere for breath and life. All 
that is necessary to burn up the world is for 
the Lord to so change the air into a combustible 
element, and then set it on fire with a flash of 
lightning. This we are told He will do at some 
time, and then the element will melt with fervent 
heat. 

The Lord made a covenant with Noah, and put 
His bow in the cloud, as a token that He would not 
destroy the world by water any more, but we are 
assured that fire is to be the means of destruction 
when this present system of nature shall be changed, 
and in view of this general and final conflagration, 
we, according to His promise, look for a new 
heaven, and a new earth, wherein dwelleth right- 
eousness. 

It was the purpose of God, in letting Abraham 
have an early morning view of the ruined cities of 
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the plain, that we might profit by his experience, 
and see as it were with his eyes the smoke of His 
wrath, rising like the smoke of a furnace from what 
had been the home of an exceedingly wicked peo- 
ple, that we might profit by their example, and 
escape the fire that never shall be quenched, where 
the smoke of the torment of the damned rises for- 
ever, and the worm of a guilty conscience never 
dies. 

But we are like those who went before us. We 
are not inclined to believe that these things will 
come upon us. The antediluvians laughed at 
Noah's preaching, and called the Ark he was build- 
ing his folly ; but the flood came, and swept them 
all away, and there was no help for them when their 
opportunity was once lost. 

There is nothing more unchangeable than de- 
praved human nature. It is alike in all genera- 
tions. One generation does not learn from the ex- 
perience of another ; the only thing that can change 
the obdurate God-opposing thing is the faith of 
Abraham, who believed God, and to whom his 
faith was counted unto him for righteousness. 

To the men of faith it is given to rise up early 
in the morning, and stand where they have been in 
communion with God, and look over the landscape, 
and see the signs of His wrath, as well as to lift up 
their eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh 
their help. They see in the display of His power 
to destroy all who oppose Him the sure evidence of 
their protection and safety. For He makes the 



46 EaLxly Morning Scenes 

wrath of men to praise Him, while the remainder of 
wrath He restrains. 

Let us learn a lesson from this early morning 
scene ; and while God bears with much long-sufTer- 
ing the evil deeds of the wicked, let us not come 
to the conclusion that He will never come to judge 
the world, and mete out to men their just deserts. 
This has ever been the mistake of the ungodly. 
For have they not always said, " The Lord delayeth 
His coming " ? For : " Where is the promise of His 
coming ? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things 
continue as they were from the creation of the 
world. For this they willingly are ignorant of, that 
by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the 
earth standing out of the water and in the water, 
whereby the world that then was, being overflowed 
with water, perished : but the heavens and the earth, 
which are now, by the same word are kept in store, 
reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and 
perdition of ungodly men." Those who trust in 
God can afford to await the fulfillment of His 
promises. Although they sometimes sing : 

w Careless seems the great Avenger ; history's pages but record 
One death grapple in the darkness 'twixt old systems and the 

word J 
Truth forever on the scaffold, wrong forever on the throne, 
Yet that scaffold sways the future, and behind the dim un- 
known, 
Standeth God within the shadow, keeping watch above His 
own," 



Ill 

EARLY MORNING SCENE WITH JACOB AT 

BETHEL 

« Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone that be 
had had for his pillow, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil 
upon fbt top of it" — Genesis zxviii. i8. 

THE history of Jacob, who was the patriarch 
from whom the twelve tribes who bore his 
name, after it was changed from Jacob, 
the supplanter, to Israel, the prince, who was in 
favor with God and man, is one of the most inter- 
esting of all human biographies. He was the twin 
brother of Esau, who was the first born ; but before 
whom he was given the precedence, and who be- 
came the head of the descendants of the grand old 
patriarch, Abraham, with whom was made the 
covenant through whom the whole human family 
was to be and is blessed to this day. 

There are many things in the life of Jacob which 
'we cannot approve ; but these imperfections were 
those of our common humanity ; and while they do 
not show Jacob in a very good light, yet there were 
certain characteristics about him that commended 
him to God as the progenitor of His chosen people, 
in preference to his brother, who, according to the 
law of primogeniture, should have been the head of 
the nation. We do not know where the law of 
primogenitureship originated ; but we see in the 
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case of Jacob that God willed to give the preemi- 
nence to the second born instead of the first, and that 
whatever were the defects in the character of Jacob, 
there was something in him that was more excellent 
than the character of Esau. Isaac intended to give 
Esau the preeminence, but Rebecca determined 
that Jacob should have it, and this was according 
to the divine purpose, for the Lord had said to 
Rebecca, " Two nations are in thy womb, and two 
manner of people shall be separated from thy 
bowels ; and the one people shall be stronger than 
the other people; and the elder shall serve the 
younger." In keeping with this promise, Rebecca 
aided Jacob in deceiving his father, in securing the 
blessing of succession as the head of the family, 
which resulted in his becoming the head of the 
nation which was chosen of God to be His peculiar 
people. 

In studying the history of Jacob we see the hu- 
man side in this wonderful people a little more 
plainly than we see the divine side. The human so 
projects itself that the plans and purposes of God 
are somewhat darkened ; and to reconcile the char- 
acter of Jacob with the overruling providence of 
God, gives us a study worthy of our best endeavor 
to separate the human frailty and imperfection, 
amounting to deception and lying, which we know 
God could never approve, from the wise foreknowl- 
edge of God, in making choice of so imperfect an 
instrument for the furtherance of His purpose. 

Esau sold his birthright to Jacob for a mess of 
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pottage, and afterwards repented of his bargain. 
On the most important part of this history, the sell- 
ing of the birthright, we observe that although it 
was always the purpose of God that the blessing 
connected with primogenitureship in the family of 
Abraham should be enjoyed by Jacob, and to ex- 
ercise his sovereignty in changing the succession in 
which the promises of the Abrahamic covenant 
might descend; yet the conduct of Rebecca and 
Jacob was reprehensible in endeavoring to bring 
about the divine design by the unworthy means of 
contrivance and deceit ; and they were punished for 
their presumption by their sufTerings. The conduct 
of Esau in selling his birthright was both wanton 
and profane. It was wanton, because he, though 
faint, could be in no danger of not attaining a sup- 
ply of food in his father's house ; and he was there- 
fore wholly influenced by his appetite, excited by 
the delicacy of Jacob's pottage. It was profane, 
because the blessings of the birthright were spiritual 
as well as civil. The church of God was to be es- 
tablished in the line of the first bom ; and in that 
line the Messiah was to appear. These high privi- 
leges were despised by Esau, who is therefore made 
by St. Paul a type of all apostates from Christ, 
who, like him, profanely despise their birthright as 
the sons of God. 

This conduct of Esau gives us some idea of his 
character. While the events of the interesting and 
chequered life of Jacob are so plainly and consecu- 
tively narrated in the Bible that they are familiar to 
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all students of the sacred Scriptures, yet upon some 
of these events a few remarks may be instructive 
and useful. As to the purchase of the birthright 
from Esau, Jacob seems to have been innocent so 
far as any guile on his part or real necessity on 
the part of Esau is involved in the question ; but 
his obtaining the ratification of this blessing by the 
blessing of Isaac, though agreeable to the purpose 
of God that the elder should serve the younger, 
was highly blamable as to the means employed. It 
seems that Isaac was not entirely guiltless in this 
transaction ; for notwithstanding he must have been 
acquainted with the purpose of God, when he was 
old and his eyesight had failed, and he expected 
soon to die, his partiality for Esau led him to at- 
tempt to set aside the purpose of God and the ces- 
sion of Esau's birthright to Jacob by conferring on 
him the blessing of Abraham, in reward for bringing 
him savory venison to eat before his death. In this 
design he was disappointed by the artifice of Rebecca, 
who dressed her favorite son Jacob in his broth- 
er's clothes, and made him impersonate Esau, and 
thereby surreptitiously obtained for him the blessing : 
" Let people serve thee, and nations bow down to 
thee : be lord over thy brethren, and let thy mother's 
sons bow down to thee : cursed be every one that 
curseth thee, and blessed be every one that blesseth 
thee." It is remarkable that notwithstanding the 
agitation of Isaac, when he trembled very exceed- 
ingly at the detection of fraud, he did not attempt 
to rescind the blessing, nor transfer it to Esau ; but 
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on the contrary confirmed it on Jacob : " yea, and 
he shall be blessed.'* His wishes were overruled 
and controlled by that higher power which he 
vainly endeavored to counteract ; and that he spoke 
as the Spirit gave him utterance appears from his 
prediction concerning Esau's family, ** And it shall 
come to pass, when thou shalt have the dominion, 
that thou shalt break thy brother's yoke from off 
thy neck," which was fulfilled in the days of Jehoram, 
king of Judah, when the Edomites revolted from 
under the dominion of Judah, " and made them- 
selves a king unto this day," as we are informed in 
2 Chron. xxi. 8-10. 

All the parties in the transaction of deception 
and in the matter of Isaac's blessing were more or 
less culpable ; Isaac for endeavoring to set aside the 
purpose of God which had been pronounced in favor 
of Jacob ; but of which he might have had a rather 
obscure conception ; Esau for wishing to deprive his 
brother of the blessing which he had sold to him ; 
and Rebecca and Jacob for securing it by fraudulent 
means, and not trusting wholly in the Lord to bring 
His own purposes to pass in His own way and 
time. That their principal object, however, was the 
spiritual part of the blessing, and not the temporal, 
was shown by the event. For Jacob afterwards rev- 
erenced Esau as his elder brother, and insisted on 
Esau's accepting a present from his hand in token 
of submission. Esau seems to have possessed him- 
self of his father's estate during the long absence of 
Jacob. 



i 




52 Earlj Morning Scenes 

Aldiough the intcntioa of Rdiccca and Jacob 
might have been free from worfcfly mercenary mo- 
tives, they ought not to have done evil that good 
might come. And diey were both severe^ pun* 
ished in this life for their fraud, which destroyed the 
peace of the frunily, and planted a mortal animosity 
in the breast of Esau against his brother. He said: 
** Is he not rightly named Jacob ? " a supplanter ; 
** For he has supplanted me these two times : he 
took away my birthright, and lo, now he has 
taken away my blessing. The days of mourning 
for my &ther are at hand; then will I slay my 
brother Jacob." And there can be little doubt of 
his intention of executing his threat, when he came 
to meet him on his return with such an armed force 
as thoroughly alarmed Jacob's fears ; and if God had 
not changed the spirit of Esau into mildness, so that 
** he ran to meet Jacob, and fell on his neck, and 
they wept." 

Rebecca was also deprived of the society of her 
darling son, '' whom she sent away for one year," as 
she fondly imagined, " until his brother's fury 
should turn away ; " but whom she saw no more ; 
for she died during his long exile of twenty years, 
though Isaac survived. Thus was Rebecca pierced 
through with many sorrows. Jacob also had 
abundant reason to say, " Few and evil have been 
the days of the years of my pilgrimage." Though 
he had the pleasure of having the blessing of Abra- 
ham voluntarily renewed to him by his father be- 
fore he was forced to flee from his brother's fury. 
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and had the satisfaction of obeying his parents in 
going to Padan-aram, or Charran, in search of a 
wife from among his own kindred. 

Having given this short history of Jacob, we 
come now to consider the subject of the early 
morning scene with him at Bethel. We are told : 
" Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the 
stone that he had had for his pillow and set it 
up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it " 
(Gen. xxviii. 18). 

Jacob had set out on a journey of six hundred 
miles or more alone through barren and inhospi- 
table regions. It was a trying and dangerous 
journey. He was unattended and unprovided for 
such a pilgrimage. Indeed he went forth with only 
his staff in his hand. At the close of the first day's 
travel, he lay down with the sky for his covering, 
and a stone for his pillow. No doubt he was dis- 
consolate, as well as weary. While he slept, he 
had a vision. We presume that it was his first. 
As he slept, he saw a ladder let down from heaven, 
and the angels of God descended and ascended 
upon it. God appeared unto him and said : " I 
am the Lord God of Abraham thy father, and the 
God of Isaac : the land whereon thou liest, to thee 
will I give it, and to thy seed, and thy seed shall be 
as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread 
abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the 
north, and to the south : and in thee and in thy 
seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 
And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in 
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all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee 
again into this land ; for I will not leave thee until 
I have done that which I have spoken to thee of." 

And when Jacob awoke, early in the morning, it 
was with a sense of the divine presence he never 
felt before. He said, " Surely the Lord is in this 
place ; and I knew it not." He woke with a God- 
consciousness which gave him a new view of life, 
and a sense of the divine presence that inspired his 
heart with hope, and gave him courage for the 
journey, not only to Padan-aram, but to the end of 
his pilgrimage. 

All great religious movements begin in individual 
experience. The spiritual forces operate quietly. 
One individual is brought into communion with 
God, and spiritual forces are put into operation 
which have far-reaching effect upon the hearts and 
minds of thousands. In this scene we have a 
lonely pilgrim travelling to a distant place. He has 
laid down for a night's rest, and wakes in the morn- 
ing in the vestibule of heaven, with his soul filled 
with a sense of the presence of God. He rises with 
a new and a better view of life. He stands out 
prominently in his individuality, and by this new 
experience is put in touch with all of every age who 
are brought into conscious experience of the divine 
presence. No doubt before this Jacob had pos- 
sessed an intellectual conception of God. He had 
been taught the faith of his fathers ; but now he has 
found his own God, and has an experience of His 
presence. He no longer questions the fact of the 
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of Gody and wonders no more if it is possible 
for the God of his fathers to be with him in his 
journey^ and care for him in his loneliness. He 
knows God is with him ; and this knowledge leads 
him into personal covenant relation. 

There are several lessons we learn from this 
scene. For what Grod has become to Jacob, He is 
ready to become to every weary pilgrim journey- 
ing along life's nigged way. 

Thousands are to-day struggling along, weary 
and disconsolate. Sometimes they are ready to 
give up in the struggle of life. Many do give up, 
and notwithstanding the universal dread of going 
into that undiscovered country, " from whose bourne 
no traveller returns," many fly from the woes they 
now have to those they know not of. Here we have 
presented the cure for the suicidal mania. Men do 
not destroy themselves while they possess a con- 
sciousness of the divine presence. If we are almost 
in despair of the battle of life, there is nothing that 
can inspire us with hope like a manifestation of 
God. What if our way is rough, and our bed be the 
bare ground, and our pillow a stone, if we can be 
sure the place where we lie is the house of God, 
and our guardians are the angels ? 

In this early morning scene with Jacob at 
Bethel, we are at liberty to get in touch with Jacob's 
God, and have Him to become our God. Instead 
of raising questions and asking, Why should God 
choose such a poor instrument to become the progen- 
itor of His chosen people ? should we not rejoice 
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at the mercy of God, which is seen here to give us 
hope ? Do we not see in the experience of Jacob 
a type of human experience in every age ? Then 
let us find in Jacob's life and character ground on 
which we can stand with him justified before God. 
For there is a lesson for us in the impersonation of 
his brother. The poet has beautifully expressed 
the idea in these lines : 

« Father, to that Brst-bom of thine, 
Thou hast the blessing given ; 
The power and dignity divine. 
The inheritance of heaven. 
O ! how shall I, the younger son. 
The elder's right obtain ? 
I'll put my brother's raiment on. 
And thus the blessing gain. 

«• Father, I joyfully believe 
Thou art well pleased with me ; 
Thou dost at my approach perceive 
An heavenly fragrancy ; 
Thou dost thy gracious will declare. 
Thou dost delight to bless, 
And why ? My brother's garb I wear. 
My Saviour's righteousness." 

As we behold him in his solitude in the early 
morning light at Bethel, all these incidents of his 
life come up before us ; and it will be a happy ex- 
perience to us if we can realize with him that 
notwithstanding our many sins and shortcomings, 
we have Him for our God, and may have an abid- 
ing blessing as we approach Him in the name and 
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merits of our Elder Brother, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
God gives us types of Himself in these old 
patriarchs; and although these be imperfect, we 
may profit by the lessons they teach. The scenes 
are pictures representing to us God's dealings, not 
only with the actors in these scenes, but universal 
humanity ; for none of His revelations are designed 
to have a private interpretation, or simply to give 
us a human history ; but they are designed to be a 
history of God's dealings with all men in all ages. 
So the quiet meditations of Jacob in the early 
morning, after his wonderful vision at Bethel, come 
down to us at this day with their lessons of hope, 
and should affect us as he was affected by them. 

But, like him, we need to have personal inspira- 
tions and experiences of our own. Until we have 
these our knowledge of God is second-hand, and 
can never be perfectly satisfactory. When the 
early morning light breaks upon a mind filled with 
thoughts of a vision of God, and the consciousness 
takes possession of the soul that God is in the place 
where we are, although that place may be a lonely 
desert, it becomes at once a Bethel, and is to us the 
gate of heaven. There is nothing about which we 
need absolute knowledge so much as about matters 
of religion ; and all true religion must be sustained 
by an assurance of its truth that eliminates our 
doubts and dispels our fears. 

There are many who are like Jannes and 
Jambres, whom St. Paul tells us resisted Moses, 
who were ever learning, and are never able to come 
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to knowledge of the truth. There is no way to 
obtain this knowledge but by a spiritual manifesta- 
tion ; hence many of these who are learned in the 
schools of earth show great ignorance of spiritual 
things, for the reason that '' the natural man re* 
ceiveth not the things of the spirit of God : neither 
can he know them because they are spiritually dis- 
cerned." 

We need not be surprised when such scenes as 
are here represented appear as foolishness to the 
wise men of earth. The natural man can see 
nothing of the far-reaching significance in a poor 
wandering man, fleeing from home, on a journey 
to a strange country, who lies down on the ground, 
with a pillow of stone on which to rest his head, 
and who rises in the morning with a sense of the 
presence of God, and exclaims : " God is in this 
place, and I knew it not." To him such dreams 
are foolishness; such manifestations signify noth- 
ing. The early morning light may bring out in 
bold relief all the beauties of nature, and paint a 
picture of loveliness upon the landscape, pencilling 
in colors of varying beauty the many tints and 
shades that make the landscape sparkle a thing of 
beauty and joy forever ; but the natural man sees 
nothing but the outer picture. Behind all this 
there is blank darkness. The natural man only 
sees the shadow of real things. Well has Paul 
said, " For the things which are seen are temporal ; 
but the things which are not seen are eternal." 
But to the eye of faith there are abiding beauties 
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lying behind the visible things that last when the 
material shall vanish away and be no more. 

Behind the early morning scene we are witness- 
ingy as we look by faith on Jacob at Bethel, there 
are things that abide to-day, and that do not wax 
old as the years go by. The hopes and aspirations 
of Jacob, as well as his sorrows and fears, abide to- 
day in the freshness of immortal youth ; and our 
experience puts us in sympathy with all who have 
felt these experiences. 

These simple personal scenes, such as that of 
Jacob at Bethel, have in them more abiding 
features than the more pretentious words of human 
history. The history of one individual, when re- 
lated in all the details of every-day life, gives a 
better idea of the passing of contemporary events 
than the larger chronicles of a nation's deeds. 
Such a history brings us in touch with a life 
common to our own. This is why fiction is so 
universally interesting; for it brings the mind in 
touch with lives with which we can sympathize. 
.The story of Jacob, and in fact all the characters of 
the Bible, has for the earnest student all the fascina- 
tion of fiction, while the characters that are 
presented for our study aift not creations of the 
imagination, but real human beings; and while 
fiction may have many strange features — just as 
strange as the genius of man is capable of creating, 
the facts connected with such lives as that of Jacob 
are stranger rhan fiction. This is really true of all 
human lives, if we could see them truly described. 
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We will take our leave of Jacob at Bethel; and 
while we sympathize with him in his loneliness, so far 
as human association and sympathy are concerned, 
we feel that he is rather to be envied than pitied, 
since he has God for his companion, and the angels 
for his associates, and we are not surprised that his 
descendants, both literal and spiritual, should choose 
to have the Lord of Hosts with them, '' and the God 
of Jacob for their refuge." 

As we turn away from this early morning scene, 
we enter into sympathy with the poet and say : 



** There closed in sleep his wearied eye 
The chief of tribes foreshown ; 
His canopy the cloudless sky. 
His pillow was a stone. 

^ A stranger's land his rest he found. 
The wilderness his bed ; 
The silent stars of night around 
Kept watch above his head. 

^ And glorious forms descending, stood 
Around their mortal guest ; 
That spot : it was no solitude. 
The wondrous place of rest 

** The stars that shone, they passed away, 
Or vanished from the sight, 
As brighter visitants than they 
Came in their path of light 

* See I their celestial feet have trod 
That wondrous path to earth ; 
And hark ! He speaks, thy fathers' God, 
The blessing of thy birth. 
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^ A blessing on thy race. The sands 
Their type that countless be ; 
A blessing on the earth's fair lands 
That yet shall look to thee. 

M His presence till declining age 
Draw nighy and life's last boand : 
Homeless no more I Thy heritage 
Is this wide land around." 
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THE EARLY MORNINQ LEAVE-TAKING OF 

LABAN 

" And early in th.e morning Laban rose up, and kissed his sons 
and his daughters, and blessed them : and Laban departed and 
returned unto his own place." — Genesis xxxi. 55. 

AFTER Jacob had served Laban, who was 
his uncle and father-in-law, for twenty 
years, and when he saw there would always 
be difficulties thrown in his way to hinder him from 
providing for his own house, and as the Lord had 
commanded, he fled from Laban. The Lord ap- 
peared to Jacob, and said to him : '< I am the God 
of Bethel, where thou anointedst the pillar, and 
where thou vowedst a vow unto Me : now arise, 
get thee out of this land, and return unto the land 
of thy kindred." And Rachel and Leah answered 
and said unto him, " Is there yet any portion or 
inheritance for us in our father's house ? Are we 
not counted of him strangers ? for he has sold us, 
and hath quite devoured also our money. For all 
the riches God hath taken from our father, that is 
ours and our children's : now then, whatsoever God 
hath said unto thee do." 

So it came to pass that under the direction of 
God, and with the approval of his wives, Jacob 
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took his departure from the land and service of 
Laban. Let us consider an account of the life and 
character of Laban, as we are able to gather this 
account from the Bible. Laban was the son of 
Bethuely grandson of Nahor, who was brother of 
Abraham. Laban was the brother of Rebecca, and 
therefore the uncle of Jacob, as well as his double 
father-in-law. The first thing we know of this 
man is in connection with the entertainment of 
Abraham's servant when he came on his errand 
to Rebecca. Hospitality was the virtue of his age 
and country. In his case, however, it seems to 
have been not a little stimulated by sight of the 
'' earrings and bracelets on his sister's hands," 
which the servant of Abraham had already given 
her, so he speedily made room for the camels. 
He next is presented to us as beguiling that sister's 
son, who has sought a shelter in his house, and 
whose circumstances placed him at his mercy, of 
fourteen years' service, when he had covenanted 
with him for seven only ; in endeavoring to obtain 
his labor when he would not pay him his labor's 
worth, himself devouring the portion which he 
should have given to his daughters, counting them 
but as strangers in his own house. Compelled at 
length to pay Jacob wages, he changed them ten 
times, and in the spirit of a crafty, griping world- 
ling, makes him account for whatever of the flocks 
was torn of beast or stolen, whether by night or 
day. When Jacob flies from his hard service with 
his family and cattle, Laban still pursues and perse- 
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cutes him, intending, if his intentions had not been 
overruled by the hand of God, to send him away 
empty, even after he had been making for so long a 
time so usurious a profit on him. 

As we have noticed, Laban's character, and his 
treatment of Jacob, was the cause of Jacob's de- 
parture from Laban's country and service. We 
come now to consider the scene of Laban's early 
morning leave-taking of Jacob and his family. 
This scene is given us in the following words : 
''And early in the morning Laban rose up, and 
kissed his sons and his daughters, and blessed them : 
and Laban departed and returned unto his place" 
(Gen. xxxi. 55). This scene is interesting to us as 
it shows the capriciousness of the human heart. 
Laban has been shown to be a selfish, covetous 
man, one in whom natural affection was not as 
strong as the love of gain ; and one who would 
enlarge his own fortune at the expense of his chil- 
dren. Had it not been for the intervention of the 
God of Jacob, there would have been no farewell 
kiss, or words of friendship on this occasion. But 
as Laban was in pursuit of Jacob, the Lord made 
a revelation to him, and forbade his interference 
with Jacob. The language in which God made 
His revelation to Laban is in our translation in 
these words : " Take heed that thou speak not to 
Jacob neither good nor bad." This seems to be a 
bad rendering ; for that would have forbidden any 
intercourse between them. It seems a better ren- 
dering is : " See that thou speak not to Jacob from 
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good to bad." In other words you must not 
change from good to bad in your interview with 
him. You must not harm him at all. 

There are some very great difficulties connected 
with the chronology of Jacob's sojourn in Padan- 
aram. I shall not attempt to harmonize the diffi- 
culties in this connection. I think, under the 
blessings of God, Jacob could have acquired his 
wealth in twenty years, and could have accom- 
plished all the history in the case demands, grant- 
ing that he married Leah and Rachel, and after- 
wards served Laban fourteen years for them, and 
then served him six years for his cattle. Under 
the blessing of God he became possessed of the 
larger part of Laban's cattle, notwithstanding La- 
ban had done all in his power to rob Jacob and his 
own daughters of Jacob's service. The Scriptural 
account of Jacob's success assures us of Jacob's 
prosperity in these words : " And the man in- 
creased exceedingly, and had much cattle, and 
maid servants, and man servants, and camels, and 
asses " (Gen. xxx. 43). He must have possessed 
a large drove of cattle to have been able to have 
made such an offering as he made to appease the 
anger of Esau. 

Laban, it seems, had made a vow to God to do 
Jacob harm; but God would not permit him to 
carry out this vow. This determination was prob- 
ably caused by the sons of Laban, who said, " Jacob 
hath taken away all that was our father's and of 
that which was our father's hath he gotten all this 
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glory." This charge against Jacob, by his brothers- 
in-law, was a very human-like complaint. Not- 
withstanding Laban had agreed that all the spotted 
cattle, and all that were ring-streaked, and all that 
were grizzled cattle should be his ; when all the 
cattle came of that kind, Laban and his sons saw 
that a bad bargain had been made, and it was very 
natural that they would be inclined to blame Jacob 
for it : and the means to which Jacob resorted to 
secure this shows that he was possessed of a 
shrewdness worthy of the father of all the Jews. 

Jacob was now between two fires, as it were ; he 
was returning home to meet an angry brother, and 
leaving behind him an angry father-in-law. As we 
consider his condition it seems anything but en- 
couraging. But Jacob has a friend who never for- 
sakes him, and who always comes upon the scene 
just when he needs Him most ; this friend is the 
God of Bethel, and He lays His hand upon Laban 
and prevents him from carrying his purpose to do 
Jacob harm into execution. Without the knowl- 
edge of Jacob, while Laban was away shearing his 
sheep, Rachel stole her father's images ; " And 
Jacob stole away, unawares to Laban the Syrian, in 
that he told him not that he fled. So he fled with 
all that he had ; and he rose up, and passed over 
the river, and set his face towards the Mount 
Gilead." Laban had gone a three days' journey in 
another direction, and this was a favorable time, not 
only to take his images, but to return to Canaan 
without being perceived. We do not know what 
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these images Rachel stole from her father were. 
To some commentators they appear to have been a 
sort of images devoted to superstition. They were 
called gods by Laban. Some suppose these images 
to have been a sort of titles, on which the names or 
figures of their ancestors were engraven. The Jew- 
ish Targam gives this explanation : " And Rachel 
stole the images of her father : for they had mur- 
dered a man, who was a first-born son ; and having 
cut off his head, they embalmed it with salt and 
spices, and they wrote divinations upon a plate of 
gold, and put it under his tongue ; and placed it 
against the wall, and it conversed with them ; and 
Laban worshipped it. And Jacob stole the science 
of Laban, the Syrian, that it might not discover his 
departure." But this account is fabulous and is 
worth nothing ; for Jacob seems to have known 
nothing of Rachel's having taken these trinkets of 
her father, or he would not have said, " With whom- 
soever thou findest thy gods, let him not live." 
When Laban made search of Jacob's tents and found 
them not, because Rachel had hid them among the 
furniture of the camels, and sat upon them, and ex- 
cused herself for not rising, by a reason that she 
knew would be satisfactory to her father, and when 
the search had proven futile, Jacob had ground to 
complain, and to be angry. After this circum- 
stance Jacob and Laban made a covenant, and con- 
firmed it by setting up a pillar of stones, and prom- 
ising each other not to pass over this to do each 
other harm. 
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It is not at all clear that Laban was an idolater ; 
but he was covetous, and while he may not have 
worshipped idols in the sense that covetousness is 
idolatry, he was that sort of an idolater. If he were 
a worshipper of the true God, there was much su- 
perstition mixed with his worship, just as has been 
the case with millions in the past, and runs down to 
the present day. 

Jacob had passed over the river Euphrates before 
Laban overtook him. As to how Jacob crossed 
this great river with his flocks, we do not know. 
This difficulty does not seem to have impressed 
critics in general. The Jewish rabbis saw the 
difficulty, and claim that God wrought a miracle for 
Jacob on this occasion, and that he passed over dry 
shod. But there is no necessity for this, as Laban 
passed over the river also, and they must have 
known of some common way of crossing the river 
that the sacred historian did not deem of sufficient 
importance to record. There might have been 
fords known to both Jacob and Laban by which 
they might have crossed the river without any di- 
vine intervention. Jacob had been gone three days 
before his departure was known to Laban, and it 
was seven days before he was able to overtake him. 
" Now Jacob had pitched his tent in the mount ; 
and Laban with his brethren pitched in the mount 
of Gilead." The mountains of Gilead were east- 
ward of the country possessed by the tribes of 
Reuben and Gad ; and extended from Mount Her- 
mon to the mountains of Moab. It seems that 
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Laban's pursuit was a warlike measure, and had it 
not been for the interposition of God in Jacob's be- 
half, would have resulted disastrously to him. 

But the Lord turned what Laban designed to 
be a hostile expedition into a peaceable and afTec- 
tionate leave-taking. He stirred up the better in- 
stincts in the heart of Laban, and awoke the natural 
feeling that had long lain dormant, and moved him 
to say: "These daughters are my daughters, and 
these children are my children, and these cattle are 
my cattle, and all that thou hast is mine : and what 
can I do this day unto these my daughters, or unto 
their children which they have borne ? " This af- 
fectionate exclamation was no doubt an expression 
of the real feelings of his heart ; for God had so 
wrought upon him that he saw the relationship ex- 
isting between himself and the family of Jacob as 
he had not seen it when he was completely 
blinded by a seliish desire to get all out of Jacob's 
service it was possible for him to get, and return 
him and his family as little as possible in compensa- 
tion for the service rendered. 

In this scene we are reminded that all unselfish 
love is wrought in the human heart by the gracious 
influence of the spirit of God. Laban is a fair 
sample of universal humanity in its natural state. 
The most sacred relationships may be entirely ig- 
nored, if we are left uninfluenced by the loving 
spirit of our loving Father. There is no truth 
more clearly taught by this early morning scene of 
the leave-taking than this. 
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There is something peculiarly touching in the 
parting with his children and grandchildren on 
this occasion of Laban. Here Jacob is encamped 
with his family, and his herds of cattle, and other 
animals; there is Laban with his brethren, we 
know not how many, who have come to wreak 
vengeance on Jacob for leaving his land and serv- 
ice. But the God of Jacob has come to his rescue, 
and the angry feelings of Laban have all been sub- 
dued, and a different state of mind is given unto 
him. Is there not a far-reaching lesson taught in 
this transaction ? Human nature in all ages is the 
same. The only influence that can remove aliena- 
tions, and bring into the heart of man feelings of affec- 
tion and change the purpose to do harm to one and 
to be kind and bless, is the fatherly spirit's influence, 
which impresses all of the fatherhood of God, and 
the brotherhood of man. 

It would be well for the world at this day if this 
power were more largely recognized and more 
fully trusted. Here we have the only solution of 
the labor troubles, and the conflict between labor 
and capital. When the spirit of kindness and 
generosity takes the placie of covetousness and 
selfishness, then there will be a settlement of these 
difficulties that defy the arts of the statesman, and 
refuse to be governed by any law human or divine. 

After all that may be said and done, the best 
thing that can come to any people is a spiritual in- 
fluence and power that will bring them to see the 
relationship that exists between them, and lead them 
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into a covenant of peace and amity between them- 
selves. "The blessing of the Lord maketh rich, 
and addeth no sorrow." It was the blessing of the 
Lord that made Jacob rich, and then reconciled 
Laban to him. 

Jacob was a man capable of tender affections ; 
for his love for Rachel was as deep and lasting as 
ever man had for woman. When he had covenanted 
to serve Laban for seven years for her, and was 
deceived by him in the gift of Leah, yet he served 
seven years more, and his love for her was so great 
that the time seemed very short. Laban, however, 
made merchandise of his daughters for gain, and 
would have robbed them of all they possessed, until 
the Lord interfered and gave him a better mind. It 
is hard for us, living as we do under such different 
conditions, to enter into sympathy with such cus- 
toms as existed at that time among such people as 
the Syrians were ; but with all the difference be- 
tween their customs and ours, we see that there is a 
similarity existing between them and ourselves and 
when the spirit of God awoke in the heart of Laban 
the natural affection that had lain dormant so long, 
he was capable at the last of showing deep affec- 
tion for his children ; and in that early morning 
leave-taking there bursts out all the deep affec- 
tion of a father's heart. He knew that farewell 
kiss he gave his children would be the last he 
should ever give them. Six hundred miles would 
henceforth lie between them ; and we presume that 
there would be no communication such as we have 
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to-day when separated from our loved ones. As we 
view this scene, there is something really pathetic 
about it. It fills the hearts of parents with sadness 
now when their daughters marry, and go from 
home ; but there was something more to make the 
grief of Laban more |>oignant than what we experi- 
ence in our times. As we study scenes like this, we 
are better prepared to appreciate the wonderful 
improvement of our times over those endured by 
those who lived in that remote period. The facili- 
ties for communication with our friends at the pres- 
ent are among the great blessings that have come 
to us under the gloridus dispensation under which 
we live. We can send our letters around the world 
in much less time than it would take a messenger to 
go from Fadan-aram to the land of Canaan at that 
day; and in an emergency we can flash a message 
around the world in a few moments. We can talk 
to our friends over the telephone when we are no 
further apart than Jacob and Laban lived ; but it 
was far from the case with them. Separations meant 
much more than they mean now, and the leave-tak- 
ing of Laban, on that early morning, meant a long 
and lasting farewell ; and with his heart softened by 
a divine influence and the thought of such a separa- 
tion, it was perfectly natural that he should put it 
into the covenant that he made with Jacob that he 
should not afflict his daughters, or take other wives 
besides them. 

With all the imperfections of Laban's character, 
as we look on this early morning scene that 
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separates him from his children, we cannot but feel 
a deep sympathy for him. No doubt he turned 
away with a heavy heart, and recrossed the 
Euphrates, a sadder and a wiser man. 

This scene shows us the true picture of human 
life as it existed in that remote period ; and in the 
sorrows and separations of those who lived in those 
early times, we are permitted to enter into sympathy. 
If we see in them dispositions of sordid meanness, 
we can also see the melting down of such hardness 
of heart, and the bursting out of the finer feelings 
under the divine touch. 

The law of kindness inculcated by the religion of 
the Bible has accomplished more in every way for 
the betterment of the world than anything else. 
The spirit of love and self-sacrifice, which is the es- 
sence of true religion, has given more aid to human 
development and progress than anything else. If 
the sentiment of love and friendship should ever 
become universal in all human hearts, then universal 
and continued peace would reign, and wars and 
fratricidal strife would come to an end. This is the 
state of human society contemplated in the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ ; and when His reign becomes uni- 
versal, and the kingdoms of this world become His 
kingdoms, peace and friendship will be universal. 

The harshness of Laban could never have sub- 
dued the hearts of his children ; but when his own 
heart had been made soft by a touch of divine love, 
and he came to bid them farewell with a fatherly 
kiss, he left to the world a scene of tranquillity and 
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peace worthy of a place in the abiding word of 
revelation. 

We can now afford to forget everything else 
connected with the life of Laban, his selfishness, 
and his greed, and let the curtain fall on an early 
morning scene where the father takes leave of his 
children, to meet them no more until the day of 
final account, on another morning, the beginning 
of a day that shall never end. 

The lesson we draw from this scene is this : Let 
us always leave our loved ones in the morning with 
words of kindness and a kiss of affection. Should 
we meet them no more on earth, it will be a 
memory that will cheer us in the time of our 
separation, and prepare us for a happier meeting 
in that land where partings and sorrows are forever 
unknown. We may look upon these daily leave- 
takings as matters of little moment ; but the little 
acts of affection, and the parting kiss, as we go 
away from our loved ones, is not such a small mat- 
ter as some suppose. It often happens that we 
take our leave of our loved ones, expecting to re- 
turn to them soon, when the separation is final. 
Let us then leave our loved ones with such affec- 
tion that if we meet them no more on earth, the 
memory of the parting will be forever pleasant. 
Parents and children, husbands and wives, brothers 
and sisters, may all be profited by following the 
example of Laban, when the parting hour comes, 
and the farewell words are spoken, whether it be 
early in the morning, or late in the day. 
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THE EARLY MORNING SCENE OF WRESTUNG 

IN PRAYER 

** And Jacob was left alone ; and there wrestled a man with 
him until the breaking of the day. And when he saw that he 
prevailed not against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh ; and 
the hollow of Jacob's thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with 
him. And he said. Let me go for the day breaketh. And he said, 
I will not let thee go, except thou bless me. And he said unto 
him, What is thy name ? And he said, Jacob. And he said. Thy 
name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel : for as a prince 
hast ,thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed.'* — 
Genesis xxxii. 24-28. 

JACOB, having escaped from Laban with his 
wives and his children, his men servants, and 
his maid servants, is now on his way to his 
native country ; but he is informed that his brother 
Esau is coming to meet him with a hostile army, 
and knowing he is powerless to protect himself 
from such a force, he divides his servants and flocks 
in two companies, and sends an ambassage of peace, 
and a large present to his brother, in the hope of 
appeasing him and finding favor in his sight. 

" And he rose up that night, and took his two 
wives, and his two women servants, and his eleven 
sons, and passed over the ford of Jabbok. And he 
took them and sent them over the brook, and sent 
over that he had. And Jacob was left alone]; and 
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there wrestled a man with him until the breaking 
of the day. And when he saw that he prevailed 
not against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh ; 
and the hollow of Jacob's thigh was out of joint, as 
he wrestled with him. And he said, Let me go 
for the day breaketh. And he said, I will not let 
thee go, except thou bless me. And he said unto 
him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob. 
And he said. Thy name shall be called no more 
Jacob, but Israel : for as a prince hast thou power 
with God and with men, and hast prevailed" 
(Gen. xxxii. 22-28). 

In this scene of early morning prayer we have 
vividly placed before us struggling humanity in 
wretched helplessness and divine power manifest- 
ing itself so as to make man's extreniity God's 
opportunity. It would be hard to imagine a case 
more in need of divine help than is the case of 
Jacob. The Lord had promised to be with him, 
and now he pleads the fulfillment of that promise. 
He feels the need of a greater blessing. There is 
nothing that so unnerves a man in the presence of 
danger as a guilty conscience. This causes him to 
fear where there is no danger, and magnifies every- 
thing that appears to be harmful. Jacob was, no 
doubt, in this state of mind ; and although he had 
the promise of divine protection, his own conscious- 
ness of guilt robbed that promise of comforting 
power. 

What Jacob felt at this time is a common ex- 
perience with men in all times. Universal humanity 



Wrestling in Prayer 77 

may get in sympathy with Jacob in the experiences 
that come in life, and when the hour of trial comes, 
conscience, that may have long lain dormant, will 
awake to rake up the memory of guilty deeds and 
overwhelm the poor frightened sinner in a sea of 
trouble. 

There is a mystery connected with this scene we 
may never be fully able to understand. But it is 
one of the well authenticated facts of divine revela- 
tion, and it is unreasonable for us to dispute any 
well-established fact because we cannot understand 
it The person with whom Jacob wrestled, and 
who talked with Jacob, is confessedly a mysterious 
person; but where reason falters faith comes in, 
and supplies to the devout soul a satisfactory ex- 
planation. It is the consensus of opinion of men 
deeply experienced in the things of Grod that the 
person with whom Jacob wrestled was the Christ. 
He assumed a human form, we know not how, but 
we are satisfied that He has the power to appear in 
any form He may choose. He could gather around 
Him the elements of the atmosphere, and appear 
in the form of a man, and speak audibly in that 
form just as He afterwards spoke when incarnated 
in a human body. There is nothing here to stagger 
our faith, if our poor reason cannot explain the 
wonderful phenomenon. We have the assurance 
of this scene of wrestling prayer, and it is such a 
wonderful story that it precludes the idea of human 
invention. No one ever invented such a story as 
this and made it a historical fact ; and when we 
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look at this scene from this point of view, we find 
it much easier to accept the Scriptural account than 
to explain away the fact by inventions of our own. 
A whole nation believed the account, and was so 
much impressed by it that it governed their diet, 
and caused them to refuse to eat of a certain sinew 
of any animal in commemoration of this fact. 
" Therefore the children of Israel eat not of the 
sinew which shrank, which is upon the hollow of 
the thigh, unto this day : because He touched the 
hollow of Jacob's thigh in the sinew that shrank " 
(Gen. xxxii. 32). 

Jacob was satisfied that he had seen God face to 
face ; '* and Jacob called the name of that place 
Peniel : " for he said, " I have seen God face to face 
and my life is preserved." This confirms the 
opinion that the person with whom Jacob wrestled 
was no other than a divine being. Jacob knew too 
much about God to mistake any created being for 
Him. He does not say that he has seen an angel, 
but he had seen God face to face, and his life was 
preserved. 

The true religion is based on God-consciousness. 
This consciousness of communion with God is the 
only foundation upon which a satisfactory experi- 
ence of divine things can rest. God has appointed 
that this consciousness of His being and presence 
with men can be obtained by earnest prayer and 
penitent supplication. Human learning cannot 
give this sense of communion with God. He hides 
Himself from the wise and prudent, and reveals 
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Himself to the humble penitent who turns away from 
every other source of help, and seeks help from 
God alone. 

In this prayer scene we behold humanity grap- 
pling with the most profound problem of life^ 
There is outward danger and inward fear coupled 
with conscious guilt and sin. The struggle is long 
and hard ; it has in it life or death. To let go be- 
fore the blessing is obtained means death ; to hold 
on until the word of peace is spoken means life and 
peace. All through the long night the conflict 
goes on. The rising sun throws its beams of light 
over an eastern sky, and the shadows begin to fade. 
The divine one says, " Let Me go for the day 
breaketh ; " but the struggling man says, " I will 
not let Thee go except Thou bless me." 

We are led to ask many questions at this point. 
Why did the divine one plead to get away ? Why 
did He say the day breaketh ? It may be that this 
was designed to call Jacob's attention to his family 
who had passed over the brook, and to remind him 
that they needed his care : but Jacob was conscious 
of a deeper need for himself and family than his 
presence with them could supply without this bless- 
ing. He had reached the end of his ability to help 
himself or them without the blessing for which he 
prayed. 

There is a lesson of deep meaning to the human 
race here. How often men plead that other duties 
preclude giving time to struggle with God for 
spiritual blessings. They say there are so many 
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demands on my time that I cannot attend to these 
divine things ; but we learn from this scene that no 
excuse will answer. For if any man could find an 
excuse for giving up the struggle, surely Jacob 
could, when even Grod says to him, " Let Me go." 
But even this will not suffice. Had he ceased to 
struggle for any reason at all the blessing had not 
come to him, and he would have remained Jacob, 
the supplanter, and never would have become Israel, 
the prince in favor with God and man. 

There can be no doubt that the divine one with 
whom Jacob wrestled could have torn Himself away, 
if only power was all that He needed ; but do we 
not see here that God Himself surrenders to the 
earnest prayer of mighty faith, and cannot con- 
sistently with His own loving heart refuse to grant 
the earnest prayer for a blessing that He has in- 
spired in the earnest, faithful soul ? Grod does not 
govern man by omnipotent power with reference 
to man's moral nature. There is a case in the life 
of our Lord that gives emphasis to this truth. A 
poor heathen woman, a Syrophenician by nation, 
came to Jesus and prayed Him to heal her daughter 
who was grievously tormented of a devil. " But 
Jesus said unto her, Let the children first be filled : 
for it is not meet to take the children's bread and 
cast it unto the dogs." This seems a severe re- 
buff. " And she answered and said unto Him, Yes^ 
Lord; yet the dogs under the table eat of the 
children's crumbs." This answer brought the 
blessing, for even the Son of God could not turn 
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away a faith like that. " And He said unto her, 
for this saying : The devil is gone out of thy 
daughter." 

It is a mystery we may not be able to solve 
how omnipotent power should plead with human 
weakness ; but this wonderful manifestation of 
divine grace shines out in this scene. The strug- 
gling man holds on as day breaks, and the mighty 
God says, " Let Me go/' and the earnest human 
wrestler answers, " I will not let Thee go except 
Thou bless me." 

In this prayer scene God is revealing Himself 
not only to Jacob, but to our struggling, suffering 
humanity ; and as Jacob held on until the blessing 
came, and he was able to see God face to face, so 
may every wrestling Jacob, and after the struggle 
come forth with a new name and a new nature to 
find himself a Peniel of his own, a prince who has 
obtained favor with God and man. 

Scenes like these do not attract the attention 
of a busy, bustling world, wholly engrossed with 
present things. To such a world the humble 
shepherd, with his family, his servants and his 
flocks, is an uninteresting Eastern caravan, wander- 
ing from place to place. What if his heart is 
overwhelmed with guilt and fear, and an angry 
brother comes to meet him with the means of de- 
struction in his hand? It does not concern this 
selfish world what the outcome of such a scene 
may be ; but there is being enacted here a drama 
of such far-reaching influence and power that un- 
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born millions will study its meaning and be in- 
fluenced by its lessons. God is laying broad and 
deep the foundation of human redemption from a 
fallen sinful state, and causing the early morning 
light to break upon a world of darkness and sorrow. 
Through Jacob and his posterity the Saviour of 
the world is destined to come, and there is de- 
signed by the loving Father another daybreak, the 
splendid light of which is to shine upon all lands 
and bless all peoples. In the wrestling of Jacob 
and the breaking day of an early morning, we see 
the daybreak of a better day for our world, and 
the further the day moves along, greater is the 
light. We may truly say now, not " the day 
breaketh," but the full-orbed splendor of a meridian 
sun sends its beams of light everywhere. Jacob is 
unconsciously wrestling for the world. The bless- 
ing that came to him is not only the heritage of 
himself and his posterity, but of the human race 
as well. He who said, " Let there be light " in 
the morning of creation, is beginning to shine in 
the hearts of men, and to reveal the glory of God 
in the face of Jesus Christ. This day-dawn that 
came upon wrestling Jacob grew on in brightness 
through all the years of his posterity, notwith- 
standing there were dark days when unbelieving 
Israel did not see the face of God, but in the full- 
ness of time a star twinkled over a manger in 
Bethlehem that ushered in the final day of human 
salvation ; and this early morning scene of wrest- 
ling prayer is strangely connected with this wonder- 
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ful birth scene that brought peace on earth and 
good- will to men. 

There are practical lessons for our every-day 
life that we do well to learn from this early morn- 
ing scene of wrestling in prayer. While we see 
the mystery of divine manifestation to a troubled 
soul, we also behold the great plan of salvation 
through the forgiveness of sin. The cardinal doc- 
trine of justification through faith is set before us 
here, and is iterated and reiterated through the 
ages. Jacob and his posterity is reminded over 
and over again that God did not bestow upon 
them the favors they received because of their 
own merit, or because they deserved any of these 
blessings. He calls the attention of the Jews to 
this truth over and over again in after years ; and 
when the fullness of time is come, He informs them 
that they are equally guilty before Him with the 
Gentile world, and if they are saved at all, it must 
be through faith in Christ. 

One of the hardest lessons we have to learn is 
that we are saved by faith in Christ, without any 
worth or merit of our own. This doctrine was 
unacceptable to the Jews at the beginning of the 
gospel dispensation, and it is not such a pleasant 
doctrine to our proud humanity to this day. 
Abraham was justified by faith ; and it was by 
faith Jacob received the blessing. There is no 
respect of persons with God, and He has concluded 
all under sin that He might have mercy on all who 
believe. 
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In all this night-long struggle of Jacob there is 
no mention of any good thing he has ever done 
as a condition upon which he hopes to receive the 
blessing. He pleads with and clings to God 
without a single plea. The blessing comes to him 
as a free gift, without any merit on his part ; and 
must come to all who ever receive it in the same 
way. Through all the years that have passed since 
this scene of wrestling prayer, wherever the rev- 
elation herein contained has gone, the great lesson 
of prayer and pardon and blessing has come to 
our race. Poets have sung of the story, and 
painters have thrown the scene on canvass ; while 
down deep in the human soul a sympathetic cord 
has vibrated to the touch of a common faith, and 
rejoiced with Jacob in the possession of a changed 
name and a new nature. As we behold this scene 
we often sing : 

« Faith lends its realizing light, 

The clouds disperse, the shadows fly. 
The invisible appears in sight, 
And God is seen by mortal eye." 

Not that God has been literally seen at any time 
by any man except the Son of Man ; but as Jacob 
saw God face to face in that wonderful experience 
that came to him in that early morning struggle, 
so has it ever been with those who have wrestled 
in prayer until the daybreak of peace and joy 
burst upon them in an assurance of pardon and 
peace and salvation from the guilt and power of 
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sin. There is a sense in which no man has seen 
God at any time except the Son of God. This 
language means that no man has fully known God. 
There is no contradiction in the Scriptures here 
when they are rightly understood. To see in the 
sense of the term as used by our Lord is to know 
fully. No one fully knows the Father but the 
Son, " who is in the bosom of the Father, He hath 
declared Him." And yet while we cannot see God 
so as to know Him fully, it is given unto the pure 
in heart to see God in such a sense as to bring 
assurance and peace to the soul. This blessing 
was bestowed on Jacob, and he could say truly, 
" I have seen God face to face, and my life is 
preserved." 

Charles Wesley, with his poetic insight, wrote 
one of his finest hymns on this scene; and we 
cannot close this study in any better way than to 
present this fine l)a'ic poem for the consideration 
of the serious reader : 

" Come, O Thou traveller unknown, 
Whom still I hold, bat cannot see; 
My company before is gone. 

And I am left alone with Thee ; 
With Thee all night I mean to sUy, 
And wresUe till the break of day. 

'' I need not tell Thee who I am. 
My sin and misery declare ; 
Thyself hast called me by my name. 

Look on Thy hands, and read it there ; 
But who, I ask Thee, who art Thou ? 
Tell me Thy name, and tell me now* 
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« In vain Thou struggles! to get free, 
I never will unloose my hold ; 
Art Thou the Man that died for me ? 

The secret of Thy love unfold : 
Wrestling, I will not let Thee go. 
Till I Thy name. Thy nature know. 

** Wilt Thou not yet to me reveal 
Thy new, unutterable name ? 
Tell me, I still beseech Thee, tell; 
To know it now resolved I am : 
Wrestling I will not let Thee go. 
Till I Thy name, Thy nature know. 

•* Yield to me now for I am weak. 
But confident in self-despair ; 
Speak to my heart, in blessing speak ; 
Be conquered by my instant prayer ; 
Speak, or Thou never hence shall move. 
And tell me if Thy name be love. 

** I know Thee, Saviour, who Thou art, 

Jesus, the feeble sinner's friend ; 

Nor wilt Thou with the night depart. 

But stay and love me to the end : 

Thy mercies never shall remove ; 

Thy nature and Thy name is love." 

As we contemplate this early morning scene of 
wrestling in prayer, may we enter into all it means 
to our common humanity, so that the day-dawn of 
eternal life may break upon us and bring on the 
gladness of an eternal morning of peace and joy. 

From this scene the world may learn that the 
only way to know God is the way Jacob found 
Him. Our learning and our science and philoso- 
phy can never reveal to us the things that Jacob 
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learned. In this our day we are depending too 
much on higher criticism, and not enough on 
wrestling prayer. The daybreak that comes to 
the world from all the learning of the schools, 
unless that learning is baptized with the spirit of 
God, and leads to the knowledge of divine things, 
divinely imparted, is but a twilight, and can never 
burst into a perfect daybreak. We close this scene 
in the language of Cowper: 

M God is Hu own interpreter. 
And He will make it plain." 




VI 

THE EARLY MORNING SCENE BETWEEN 
MOSES AND PHARAOH 

M Rise up early in the morning, and stand before Pharaoh; lo, 
he oometh forth to the water ; and say unto liim. Thus saith the 
Lord, Let My people go that they may serve Me." — Exodus viiL 20. 

IT has been said when God has a great work to 
do He prepares a great man for the task ; and 
when the man and the hour meet the work is 
accomplished. The Hebrews had been in Egypt 
for a long time. They went down in the time of 
famine, while Joseph was governor over the land. 
Under the prestige given to Joseph by his power to 
interpret the dreams of Pharaoh, by which the 
world was saved from starvation, and the kings of 
Egypt became the richest kings probably in all 
time, Jacob and his sons were received with great 
hospitality, and given the land of Goshen, in which 
to live and keep their cattle. But times changed. 
A king ascended the throne who knew not Joseph, 
nor regarded his brethren. These Hebrews were 
an alien race, and were kept in bondage under cruel 
taskmasters, until their cry reached the ear of God, 
and He determined to deliver them, and lead them 
to the land He had promised to their fathers. He 
began this deliverance in His own way. He said 
to Moses: ''Rise up early in the morning, and 
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stand before Pharaoh ; lo, he cometh forth to the 
water ; and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord, Let 
My people go that they may serve Me " (Exodus 
viii. 20). 

To appreciate fully the character of the interview 
between Moses and Pharaoh, we must study the 
history, not of Moses simply, but the country of 
Egypt, and the nature of the king as well. 

Egypt is a country situated in Africa, called also 
in Hebrew scriptures Mizraim, and the land of Ham ; 
by the Turks and Arabs, Masr and Miser ; and by 
the native Egyptians, Cheimi, or the land of Ham. 
The name is thought by some to be derived from 
Ai-Capht, or the land of Caphtorim ; from which, 
also, the modern Egyptians derive their name of 
Caphts. Egypt was first peopled after the deluge 
by Mizraim, or Miser, the son of Ham, who is sup- 
posed to be the same with Menes, recorded in Egyp- 
tian history as the first king. Everything relating 
to the subsequent history of this country for many 
ages is involved in fable. We have no clearer in- 
formation from heathen writers until the time of 
Cyrus and his son Cambyses, when the line of 
Egyptian princes ceased in agreement with the 
prophecies to that effect. 

In the time of Moses we find Egypt renowned for 
learning, and one of the most powerful nations on 
the earth. Moses himself was an educated man ; 
for he was '' instructed in all its wisdom " ; and it is 
one of the commendations of Solomon, at a later 
period, that he excelled in knowledge '' all the wis- 
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dom of the children of the East country, and all the 
wisdom of Egypt." Astronomy, which, probably, 
like that of the Chaldeans, comprehended also ju- 
dicial astrology, ph}rsics, agriculture, jurisprudence, 
medicine, architecture, painting and sculpture, were 
the principal sciences and arts; to which were 
added, and that by their wisest men, the study of 
divination, magics and enchantments. They had 
also their consulters with familiar spirits, and necro- 
mancers, those who had or pretended to have inter- 
course with the infernal deities, and the spirits of 
the dead, and delivered responses to inquirers. Of 
all this knowledge, good and evil, and of a mon- 
strous S}rstem of idolatry, Egypt was the polluted 
fountain of the surrounding nations; but in that 
country itself it seems to have degenerated into the 
most absurd and base forms. 

The opulence of Egypt was for years increased 
by the large share it had in the commerce with the 
East ; by its own favorable position, making it the 
connecting link of intercourse between the Eastern 
and Western nations ; and especially by its own re- 
markable fertility, particularly in corn, so that it was 
in times of scarcity the granary of the world. Its 
extraordinary fertility was owing to the periodical 
inundation of the Nile ; and sufficient proofs of the 
ancient accounts which we have of its productive- 
ness are afforded to this day. The Pharaoh to whom 
Moses was sent, and with whom we behold him in 
the early morning scene, was arrogant and vicious ; 
and no doubt would be very much enraged by an 
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humble Hebrew, who belonged to a race who had 
been slaves for two hundred years, daring to come 
to him with such a request, demanding that all the 
Hebrew slaves should be allowed to go away on a 
religious journey ; saying to him in the name of the 
God of the Hebrews : " Let My people go that they 
may serve Me." 

If there is anything for which a godless, wicked 
man has no tolerance, it is for a religious service ; 
and when a servant, or a slave, wishes to lay down 
the daily task to go on a religious mission, it pro- 
vokes him above everything the servant or slave 
can do. We can imagine the anger of Pharaoh 
when Moses came to him with his message. We 
sometimes think that the Egyptians were worse 
than other people ; but bad as they were, they were 
a pretty fair sample of our fallen humanity. 

When Moses and Aaron first went in to Pharaoh 
to ask that the Hebrews be allowed to go a three 
days' journey in the wilderness to sacrifice to the 
Lord, Pharaoh asked for a miracle to prove that 
they came on a mission from God; and Aaron 
threw down his rod, and it became a serpent before 
Pharaoh ; but the magicians threw down their rods, 
and they became serpents; but Aaron's serpent 
swallowed their serpents. They probably played a 
slight of hand trick, and threw down real serpents ; 
but Aaron's serpent swallowed the serpents of the 
magicians. But the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, 
and the miracle had no effect on him. After this the 
Lord said unto Moses, '' Go get thee unto Pharaoh 
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in the morning ; lo he goeth out unto the water ; 
and thou shalt stand by the river's brink against he 
come ; and the rod which was turned to a serpent 
shalt thou take in thine hand. And thou shalt say 
unto him, The Lord God of the Hebrews hath sent 
me unto thee, saying, Let My people go, that they 
may serve Me in the wilderness : and hitherto thou 
wouldst not hear. Thus saith the Lord, In this thou 
shalt know that I am the Lord : behold, I will smite 
with the rod that is in My hand upon the waters 
which are in the river, and they shall be turned to 
blood. And the fish that are in the river shall die, 
and the river shall stink ; and the Egyptians shall 
loathe to drink of the water of the river." Moses 
did this, but Pharaoh still refused to hear and obey 
the Lord. 

So another early morning meeting was ordered 
by the Lord, and the proud monarch was brought 
face to face with this wonderful man, and plague 
after plague was multiplied until the Egyptians 
cried to the king to let the Hebrews go, lest they 
should die in the plagues that were coming so thick 
and fast upon them. 

Every student of the Bible is acquainted with the 
different plagues brought upon Egypt before the 
children of Egypt were allowed to leave ; and we 
will not take time and space to recount these plagues, 
but proceed to draw some practical lessons from 
this early morning scene of a meeting between 
Moses and Pharaoh. 

Moses stands out prominently before the world 
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as a great lawgiver. The centuries that have elapsed 
since his early morning interview with Pharaoh have 
not dimmed but brightened his fame; and the 
world to-day is indebted to him for all the just prin- 
ciples of jurisprudence. While we are living in an 
age of pride of scholarship that would discredit the 
achievements of the great men who have lived and 
labored for the good of the world in the past, and 
while efforts have been made, and are still being 
made, to discredit Moses, yet no civilized nation can 
get on without the great underlying principles of 
righteous government found in the laws he estab- 
lished. While it is true that mercy and peace 
came by Jesus Christ, it is equally true that law 
came by Moses, and Jesus Christ Himself honored 
the law as given by Moses, and declared that He 
came not to destroy but to fulfill that law. This 
illustrious lawgiver belonged to the fourth genera- 
tion after the settlement of the Israehtes in Egypt. 
Born under a cruel edict which appointed to death 
every male child born of Hebrew parents, and cast 
into the river in an ark of bulrushes, he was by a 
singular providence preserved alive, and taken up 
and adopted by the daughter of Pharaoh, and 
nursed by his own mother, whom she hired at the 
suggestion of his sister Miriam. Under the over- 
ruling providence he found an asylum in the very 
place of his intended destroyer; while his inter- 
course with his own family and nation was still most 
naturally, though unexpectedly, maintained : so 
mysterious are the ways of heaven. 
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When the time came for the deliverance of the 
Hebrews from Egyptian bondage, and Moses was 
ordered to begin his work, he is expressly com- 
manded to wait on Pharaoh early in the morning 
on more than one occasion ; and these morning in- 
terviews become occasions of interest, not only to 
the Hebrews, but to universal humanity. God is 
beginning a great work in the world, and He ex- 
pressly orders an early morning start. To carry 
out His purpose it is necessary for Him to display 
His power, and this is done in ten manifestations of 
His power by infallible signs that forever preclude 
the idea of accomplishment by anything short of 
divine power and wisdom. He turns the waters of 
Egypt into blood ; He caused innumerable frogs to 
come over the whole land ; He afflicts both man 
and beast with immense swarms of vermin ; with a 
multitude of different kinds of insects ;. He sends a 
distinctive pestilence among the cattle ; smites both 
man and beast with boils ; destroys their crops with 
hail ; desolates the land with swarms of locusts ; He 
spread a palpable darkness over Egypt, except the 
land of Goshen ; in one night He slew the first born 
of the Egyptians of both man and beast. The 
miraculous nature of all these plagues was proven 
by the exemption of the land of Goshen, where the 
Hebrews lived, from all these evils. 

This is a world movement, and the Egyptians 
themselves had the opportunity of knowing God 
in this signal display of His power. This work is 
not done in a corner; neither is it done in the 
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dark. The early morning hour is chosen, and 
this interview of the king of the land is expressly 
commanded to be made early in the morning. At 
that hour the mind of man is more fresh and re- 
ceptive of divine impressions, and as the sun chases 
away the darkness of night, and the eye takes in 
the beauty of day, so the mind may grasp the great 
truths that God is unfolding. 

At this time, and through the instrumentality 
of Moses and the Hebrew nation, God is taking 
His place in human history. The early morning 
of a new and better day is dawning on the world 
of mankind. The revelation given by Moses is 
a manifestation of the true God to the world, and 
the knowledge of God has been so completely lost 
that it cannot 'be regained but through extraordi* 
nary and miraculous manifestations. So slow is 
the world to learn divine truth, that even these 
wonderful manifestations are questioned, and this 
revelation is rejected by many, even at the present 
day. But God does not leave Himself without a 
witness; and while many, like Pharaoh and his 
Egyptian subjects, do not see the hand of God 
in the most wonderful displays of divine power, 
God goes on manifesting Himself whether men 
will see and recognize Him or not. 

This morning interview between Moses and 
Pharaoh is significant of the morning light of 
truth that is breaking on a dark and sinful world. 
It is the beginning of the day of a permanent 
revelation of God and the word of God to man- 
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kind. Moses is the medium through which this 
revelation is to begin to be made in full and 
permanent form. The value of this revelation to 
the world is of incalculable benefit to mankind. 
The knowledge of God possessed by men before 
Moses came was meagre and fragmentary^ and 
handed down by tradition from one generation 
to another. But Moses put these things in per- 
manent form, and wrote of the beginning of things, 
as well as the progressive history of his own people 
He not only stands before Pharaoh in the early 
morning of a day, but stands before the world for 
all time, in the early morning of the day of a reve- 
lation of God and His will to mankind. 

Men may criticize His revelation, and imagine 
it is not in harmony with the facts of science as 
they think they understand these facts; but this 
revelation carries with it a sublimity that reminds 
us of that most sublime utterance in which He 
describes the creation of light : ** And God said. 
Let there be light : and there was light." If that 
hour was grand and illustrious, when from the dark 
and formless mass this fair S3rstem of nature arose 
at the divine command, and the morning stars 
sang together, and the first-born sons of God 
shouted for joy while He spread out this universe 
of worlds over the empty space, and then lighted 
the scene by a word of command that spread a 
beautiful sheen of light over all the worlds as they 
trembled into birth, the hour was far more illus- 
trious when in the early morning dawn came to 
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universal intelligence the light of God's manifest- 
ing Himself and His will to bring to man, created 
in His own likeness and image, and capable of 
knowing and worshipping Him, a perfect knowledge 
of God. What could this universe mean to God 
without an intelligence capable of Him to appreciate 
and enjoy it ? Can we conceive for a moment that 
He made it to be a great plaything for Himself? 
We can revel in the beauties of the material 
universe, and study its mysteries and magnificence, 
yet reason proclaims the self-evident truth that 
there is something superior to this visible creation, 
and for which it must have been made. 

It is the mission of Moses, as he stands in the 
early morning light with a message to Pharaoh, 
to begin this revelation of the invisible and the 
eternal. As the day grows brighter with every 
flash from the throne of God, the minds of men 
become more and more illuminated with this 
spiritual life, until the day dawns and the day 
star arises, so that the great truth becomes ap- 
parent to the eye of faith that the things that are 
seen are temporal, and the things that are unseen 
are eternal. 

Whatever else we may see in this early morning 
scene, the great truth must ever be present, — through 
Moses God is revealing Himself to the world as well 
as to Pharaoh and his subjects. 

It is also made plain that religion is the founda- 
tion of the nation's life. A careful inquiry into the 
beginning of the life of any nation will make the 
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fact plain that religion is the first great thought of 
all who have attempted to found empires. They 
may have a very poor conception of religious 
truth, but there is always present in the minds of 
those who attempt so great an enterprise a con- 
sciousness of the need of divine help. The pagan 
nations of the world have ever invoked the help of 
their gods when attempting to build nations. 
When the constitutional convention, which had the 
shaping the life and policy of the United States in 
hand, was in session, and after various plans of 
government had been proposed, it is said Dr. 
Benjamin Franklin, the great American philosopher, 
although not a church-member, arose and moved 
that the convention invoke the aid of Almighty 
God, adding that it would be unwise to undertake 
such a stupendous enterprise without the divine 
help. This has ever been the policy of the builders 
of nations, and I know of no exception in history 
to this rule. Hence we have every reason to be- 
lieve that the powers that be are ordained of God. 
But whatever may have been the methods of other 
nations, the Hebrew nation was founded on their 
religion, and everything else was subordinated to 
that ; and while they did this they prospered ; but 
when they began to place their personal interest 
and other things before God, they began to wane 
in power until they lost their place among the 
nations of the earth. When God ordered them to 
go out of Egypt that they might serve Him, He 
intended to make their service to Him their chief 



Moses and Pharaoh 99 

duty ; and while the nations of the earth have not 
received the specific command to serve Him in the 
same literal sense the Israelites did, yet this duty is 
so clearly taught by the revelation that God has 
made of Himself that no nation is excusable for not 
realizing this duty, nor can any nation hope to 
prosper long that does not recognize God and His 
claims upon it. 

About thirty-five hundred years have passed 
away since this early morning scene in Egypt; 
nations have risen and fallen since that interview ; 
but the incidents connected with that meeting are 
as fresh and contain their interests as fully as at 
the beginning. The dynasty of the Pharaohs have 
vanished from the earth ; some of their mummies 
have been exhibited in the museums of the present 
day ; Israel has written its history in blood, and be- 
come a scattered nation ; but the truths revealed by 
Moses still have the freshness of the morning on 
them, and will abide for the enlightenment of the 
nations to the end of time. 

We take our leave of Moses and Aaron and 
Pharaoh as they stand in the warm light of an 
Egyptian sun. The scene impresses us far more as 
we see it by faith than it did those who first wit- 
nessed the interview. We see far more in it than 
they saw, and yet our vision is not perfect. There 
are things we do not understand ; we see in a 
mirror obscurely; but by and by we shall see 
clearly, and know even as we are known. Until 
then may we be content to walk by faith and trust 
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where we cannot understand. A prophet like unto 
Moses but far greater has come, and it is our 
privilege to sit at His feet and learn of Him. He 
has left us early morning scenes from which we 
hope yet to learn much. 

In the meantime we derive pleasure in viewing 
the wonderful works wrought by the hand of the 
man whom God raised up to lead His people, and 
give the world His law. We rejoice at the honor 
given him, and that at the age of one hundred and 
twenty years his eye was undimmed, and his 
natural force unabated. Although he was not per- 
mitted to lead Israel into the promised land, he 
did stand upon the Mount of Transfiguration and 
behold the glory of Christ. 
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THE EARLY MORNING SCENE COMPASSING 

JERICHO 

•• And Joshua rose up early in the morning, and the priests took 
up the ark of the Lord." — Joshua vi. 12. 

ONE of the strangest military manoeuvres 
ever seen, and one that will never be re- 
peated, is presented in the investment of 
Jericho by the Israelites under the leadership of 
Joshua. Jericho was the first city taken by them 
on their entering into Palestine. This city stood 
about six miles from the Jordan, where the Israelites 
crossed it, and it is about twenty-one miles from 
Jerusalem. ' 

It was not a very large city, however ; we have no 
means of knowing the number of inhabitants at the 
time of its capture and destruction. Moses called 
it a city of palm trees in a description given of the 
land as shown him by the Lord from the " top of 
Pisgah that is over against Jericho.'' He describes 
the city in these words : " And the south and the 
plain of the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees 
unto Zoar " (Deut. xxxiv. 3). This view of Moses 
from the top of Pisgah presented to him what was 
to be the scene of the beginning of an historic and 
miraculous campaign. He desired to lead Israel in 
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the conquest of the promised land, but he was 
denied the privilege^ and Joshua was to take his 
place and establish Israel in the land promised to 
their fathers. 

" And Joshua rose up early in the morning, and 
the priests took up the ark of the Lord " (Joshua 
vi. 12). This was the beginning of that wonderful 
campaign. It was indeed a strange scene. Seven 
priests bearing the ark, while ** the armed men went 
before the priests that blew with trumpets, and the 
rereward came after the ark, the priests going on and 
blowing with the trumpets." There was no sound 
except the blasts of the trumpets, as all the people 
were commanded to march in silence until the 
seventh day and the appointed hour, when they 
were all commanded to shout, and at that shout 
the walls of the city fell down flat, and the army of 
Israel went in and sacked and burned the city and 
slew the inhabitants. 

It is not likely that the whole host of Israel went 
each day around the city. This would have been 
impossible and unnecessary ; the fighting men 
alone amounted to six hundred thousand, not in- 
cluding the people who did not bear arms, and who 
must have amounted to two or three millions ; we 
may safely assert that only a select number, such as 
was deemed necessary for the occasion, were em- 
ployed. Jericho was not a very large city, and to 
reduce it could not have required the whole force 
under the command of Joshua. 

Again on the seventh day they rose up early in 
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the morning and marched around the city as usual. 
It was necessary to start early on this day^ as they 
were required to march around the city seven times. 
That they could march around the city seven times^ 
and then have time enough to take it and destroy 
the city with ail the inhabitants before the day was 
closed, is proof that it was not a very large one. 

There must have been a Sabbath intervening 
while the Israelites compassed Jericho, and on this 
Sabbath the hosts must have encompassed the city 
as on other days : the Jews themselves teach this. 
They say, " He who ordained the observance of the 
Sabbath, commanded it to be broken for the de- 
struction of Jericho." It does not appear, however, 
that there could be any breach of the Sabbath by 
the people simply going around the city, the ark 
in company, and the priests sounding the sacred 
trumpets. This was merely a religious procession, 
performed at the command of God, in which no 
servile work was done. Therefore, the objection 
urged by some that the God of the Hebrews 
showed a changeableness of disposition in com- 
manding the Sabbath to be kept at one time, 
and then to be broken at another, is without founda- 
tion. In fact, there is no necessity for believing 
that the day upon which the walls fell down and 
the city was taken, was on the Sabbath day. We 
have no means of knowing on what day of the week 
the miracle was wrought whereby the walls of the 
city were thrown down and the city taken. But if 
we concede that this event happened on the Sabbath 
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day, it is sufficient answer to all such cavilling that 
the God who commanded the Sabbath for rest and 
religious worship has the authority to suspend for 
a season the observation of merely ceremonial laws, 
or to abrogate them entirely, when the purpose of 
their institution is fulfilled. Jesus taught the Jews 
that He was the Lord of the Sabbath. 

God had commanded that the city of Jericho 
should be accursed ; that it should be devoted to de- 
struction. Joshua was commanded to take no 
spoils, and to put all who resisted to the sword. 
But it is likely that peace was offered to the city, 
and the extermination of the inhabitants was in 
consequence of the rejection of this offer. 

God does not give an account of His ways, but 
we are assured that the God of the whole earth will 
do right. We are told that mercy was extended to 
the family of Rahab, the harlot, because she pro- 
tected the spies, and we are further informed " By 
faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that 
believed not, when she had received the spies with 
peace " (Heb. xi. 31). So the destruction that came 
upon Jericho was the punishment of unbelief. 

In this strange early morning scene we are per- 
mitted to see something of God's dealing with an 
unbelieving people. The natural enmity of the 
human heart against God leads men to complain of 
His dealings with a sinful people, and moves them 
to repeat the rebellious conduct of those who have 
perished in their opposition to the ways of Him who 
Jiolds in His power the destiny of a world He has 
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made, and which He has the indisputable right 
to govern according to the counsel of His own 
will. 

We are told that " they utterly destroyed all that 
was in the city, both men and women, young and 
old, ox and sheep and ass with the edge of the 
sword." As this act was ordered by God Himself, 
who is the maker and judge of all men, it must be 
right, for the judge of the whole earth cannot do 
wrong. 

But the simple statement that God cannot do 
wrong is not enough to satisfy the minds of all 
men, for we know that there are those who worship 
false gods, and commit great sins in the names of 
their gods, and the only answer they have to give 
is: "The gods can do no wrong." There is a 
reason behind the destruction of Jericho which 
will justify the ways of God to men, if we can find 
that reason. Does it anywhere appear in the 
light of this early morning scene, or in any of the 
history connected with this transaction ? We think 
the reason for the destruction of the people of 
Jericho is that they were very wicked and godless, 
and the cup of their iniquity was full. The excep- 
tion in the case of Rahab proves this. Her faith 
saved her, while the unbelief of all the other in- 
habitants of that city damned them. This is cer- 
tainly a case where the exception proved the rule. 
But some are ready to say, Why were the children 
slain with the adults ? These could not have been 
guilty of unbelief, and therefore death. The an- 
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swer to this question is found in the fact that 
infants die natural deaths, although they have not 
been guilty after the manner of Adam's trans- 
gression. St. Paul tells us : " Wherefore, as by one 
man sin entered into the world, and death by sin ; 
and so death passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned (for until the law sin was in the world ; 
but sin is not imputed where there is no law. But 
nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, 
even over them that had not sinned after the simil- 
itude of Adam's transgression" (Rom. v. 12-14). 
The fact is, the whole human family lost its right 
jto life in the transgression of our federal head ; and 
the life we all have is by the grace of God, as we 
lost our inheritance in Adam, and can only claim 
an}rthing by virtue of our relation to Christ. This 
is the way St. Paul states the case ; and he justi- 
fies God in His dealings with humanity on this 
ground. The trouble with us is, we imagine we 
have certain rights that God is obliged to respect ; 
and when His law has been violated until in His 
wisdom and justice He sees for reasons known to 
Himself, and partially revealed to us, cause to des- 
troy people off the face of the earth in His own 
way, we in our simplicity question His righteous- 
ness. But after all could not God take the lives 
of the people of Jericho by the hands of the Is- 
raelites, as by a pestilence, or as we are pleased 
to say, in any other natural way ? We may not 
be able to fully understand His ways ; but we can 
see His goodness and His mercy as plainly as we 
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can see His wrath. Our estimate of His justice 
depends largely upon the point of view from which 
we view Him in the revelation of Himself in His 
strange dealings with men. It is perfectly natural 
for a man in his natural state, with a heart at en- 
mity to God, to lose sight of His goodness and 
mercy in a scene where His wrath is displayed, 
and to complain of a dispensation of judgment 
that seems to mete out indiscriminate vengeance 
upon small and great alike. But we are in His 
hands, and it behooves us to acquaint ourselves 
with Him, and in this way obtain for ourselves peace 
and safety. We turn away from these considera- 
tions to contemplate the simple facts recorded in 
this remarkable scene; and to draw from these 
facts the profitable lessons they are designed to 
teach. 

There is a far-reaching lesson here of God's 
plans and purposes in establishing His kingdom 
in the world. He uses natural things for the pur- 
pose of teaching great spiritual truths. The Isra- 
elites are a type of His spiritual kingdom ; and 
His conquest of Palestine by them is a figure of 
His conquest of the world, and His final overthrow 
of everything that opposes His will in this world. 
The walls around Jericho are typical of the walls 
of evil that surround so many strongholds of sin. 
These walls seem impregnable, and their overthrow 
is impossible upon natural principles. The means 
for the accomplishment of so stupendous an over- 
taking, looked at from the standpoint of human 
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reason, men are ready to say it is folly to attempt 
such an enterprise with such weapons. The world 
is full of sin. Evil seems to be dominant every- 
where, the divinely appointed plans for the break- 
ing down of these strongholds of sin and corrup- 
tion, and the overthrow of these walls that shut 
God and His cause out seem to be entirely inade- 
quate. The only divinely appointed instrumentality 
for the overthrow of wrong, and the establishment 
of righteousness in the world, is the proclamation 
of the fact that Jesus came into the world, and 
suffered, and died, and rose again to save men. 
A simple paradoxical statement, that a crucified 
man is King, and every knee shall bend, and every 
tongue shall confess and proclaim Him Lord of all. 
Like the walls around Jericho, these ramparts of 
evil and opposition to God present an impregna- 
ble barrier to the advancement of the kingdom 
of God on earth. The scientists and philosophers 
of earth are saying the overthrow of these things 
by such simple means is foolishness. They shut 
themselves up within these walls, and defy the 
onward march of the hosts of spiritual Israel. 
But as the host of Israel marched around Jericho, 
and the priests blew the trumpets day after day, 
until the appointed time for the conquest of the 
city, when there went up a great shout, and there 
was an upheaval, and a falling down of walls that 
were supposed to be impregnable, and a complete 
overthrow and destruc^on of everything that op- 
posed God; so wiU it be with the spiritual con- 
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quest of every Jericho that defies the onward march 
of God's spiritual Israel. 

The marching and trumpet blowing have been 
going on for nearly nineteen hundred years. Along 
the track of these centuries lie the ruins of many 
Jerichos, where the offer of life has been refused^ 
the walls have fallen down^ devastation and ruin 
reign to-day where once opulence and wealth held 
high carnival, and the sovereignty of God was dis- 
puted and rejected. The cause of God has lost 
ground ; but it has left nothing behind but ruined 
cities. This cause has not lost leadership. It moves 
along, as did the host of Israel from the ruined city 
of Jericho, to find greater and found more prosper- 
ous cities. God will reign or ruin the cities and 
the nations of this world ; and the sooner this lesson 
is learned by the nations of the earth the better it 
will be for them. No one need lose heart because 
the kingdom of God loses ground as long as it 
holds the leadership of the nations, and this it has 
ever done and will ever do. As Joshua and the 
host of Israel marched on from the ruined city of 
Jericho, so will the spiritual Israel of God march on 
from conquering to conquest, until the kingdoms of 
this world become the kingdoms of the Lord and 
His Christ. 

Whatever else we may learn from this scene, the 
final triumph of the cause of God in the earth is 
clearly taught. The means used are divinely ap- 
pointed, and however inadequate they may appear 
to men, they are mighty to the pulling down of the 
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strongholds of sin and Satan, and they are equal 
to the purpose for which they aris appointed of 
God. 

This scene foreshows a grand climax. The day 
of victory is surely comings as the seventh day of 
marching and the final shout of victory that brought 
down the walls of Jericho came to Israel. We 
cannot tell how soon the order will go forth for a 
final assault on the spiritual Jerichos of this sin- 
cursed world. The signs of the times indicate the 
approach of the seventh day. The gospel trumpets 
are sounding long and loud. The hosts of the 
Lord are marching, and presently we may expect 
the shout of victory from millions of voices. In 
the light of this early morning scene and the events 
that are transpiring in our day, it may be our 
privilege to join in the shout of victory, and behold 
the last stronghold of the enemy fall down as flat as 
the walls of Jericho, while the militant hosts of our 
God march on to the final conquest of this world 
for Christ. He is King in heaven, and the prayers 
of His people have been ascending through the 
centuries that His kingdom may come and His 
will be done in earth as it is done in heaven. The 
hosts of the Lord who have passed over the Jordan 
of death are waiting the final shout of those who go 
before and those who follow the ark of the Lord in 
His mighty conflict. Lord, hasten the day of the 
final scene, and bring on the early morning of the 
final conquest of the world for Christ ! 
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" Arise, ye men of war, 

Prevent the morning ray ; 
Prepare, your captain cries, prepare. 

Your captain leads the way. 
He calls you forth to fight 

Where yonder ramparts rise — 
Ramparts of stupendous height. 

Ramparts that touch the skies* 

** Impregnable it stands. 

Strong, and walled up to heaven ; 
But God into our Joshua's hands 

The citadel hath given ; 
The fortress and its king. 

And all his valiant men. 
Our Captain to the ground shall bring, 

And on their ruins reign.'' 
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THE EARLY MORNING SCENE WITH RUTH 

AND BOAZ 

** And she lay at his feet until the morning, and she rose np be- 
fore one could know another. And he said, Let it not be known 
that a woman came into the floor." — HutA iiL 14. 

THE book of Ruth stands like an oasis in 
the Bible in which is pictured a rural 
scene in the midst of devastation and 
bloodshed, an account of which is given in the 
book of Judges. It is refreshing to turn away from 
scenes of carnage and blood, such as are recorded 
in Judges, to a quiet harvest scene, such as is de- 
scribed in the book of Ruth. Besides the quality of 
the book, there is not a more beautiful story in any 
literature than the story of Ruth. It is in every 
sense of the word a true love story. It is as thrill- 
ing as fiction, and more true to life than the art of 
the novelist can paint. In this scene we have un- 
folded before our minds the customs of the people 
of those early times, and the beautiful fidelity and 
affection of a noble woman. 

The early morning scene we will present in this 
chapter is based on the statement, " And she lay at 
his feet until the morning, and she rose up before 
one could know another. And he said, Let it not 
be known that a woman came into the floor" 

(Ruth iii. 14). 

iia 
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To understand this scene we must study many 
things in connection with it, and also be able to see 
an overruling providence directing human lives to 
the fulfillment of the wise purposes of God. 

Ruth was a Moabitess. The Moabites were 
descendants of Lot, and his eldest daughter, 
Moab, is supposed to have been born about the 
same time Isaac was born, that is about A. m. 2108. 
Abraham and Lot parted before the destruction 
of the cities of the plain, and their descendants 
became estranged from each other. The descend- 
ants of Lot became idolaters ; and there was a 
great antipathy between the Israelites and the 
Moabites, which caused many wars between them. 
But in the providence of God the two peoples are 
brought together again in the persons of Boaz and 
Ruth. 

When and by whom the book of Ruth was 
written are points upon which Biblical critics are 
not agreed. The genuineness of the book has 
never been questioned, so far as we know, and 
the story was accepted by the Jews as part of 
their history, and forms a link in their genealogy. 
David, the king of Israel, is traced back to Ruth 
as his grandmother and the nearness of this re- 
lationship between David and Ruth makes the 
story more interesting, as it connects Ruth and 
Boaz with David, and on down makes them the 
progenitors of the Christ, the Saviour of the world. 

The devotion of Ruth to Naomi, her mother-in- 
law, is one of the most striking expressions of 
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friendship recorded in history. Elimelech, the 
husband of Naomi, was a man of means, and one 
who stood high in Israel. During a time of 
famine he left Israel and migrated to Moab. He 
had two sons, the name of one being Mahlon, and 
the other was Chilion. Ruth married Mahlon and 
Orpah married Chilion. When Naomi heard that 
there was plenty in her own land, she determined 
to go back to her own people. So she informed 
her daughters-in-law of her purpose, and advised 
them to return unto their own people, as she 
had nothing to offer them. Orpah kissed Naomi, 
and wept, and returned to her own people; but 
Ruth refused to leave Naomi, and said to her, 
" Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from 
following after thee, for whither thou goest, I will 
go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy 
people shall be my people, and thy God my God : 
where thou diest, I will die, and there will I be 
buried : the Lord do so to me, and more also, if 
aught but death part thee and me." Such an ex- 
pression of devotion is not surpassed in all litera- 
ture, and the sequel proved the sincerity of the 
purpose and fidelity of Ruth. 

When Naomi saw the purpose of Ruth, and 
that she was steadfastly minded to go with her, 
then she said no more, and they both went on 
their journey to Bethlehem. When they reached 
the city of Bethlehem, all the city was moved 
about them, and the people who knew Naomi and 
Elimelech in their better days came to inquire 
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about her and said, " Is this Naomi ? " Her 
name meant ** pleasant/' and she answered and 
said to them, ** Call me not Naomi, call me Mara ; " 
that is " bitter," for she said, " The Almighty hath 
dealt very bitterly with me. I went out full, and 
the Lord hath brought me home again empty." 
In the bitterness of her soul, she could see no good 
to come out of such a providence as had marked 
her life. Her husband and sons were dead, and 
her property was gone, so there appeared nothing 
before her but an old age of poverty and sorrow. 
How strange are the ways of providence ! It 
is often the case that the things we think are all 
against us are working for us a higher happiness 
than we ever dreamed of. Naomi is just begin- 
ning to find an honorable place in the history of 
Israel just at the time she thought all was lost. 
How Uke the experience of Jacob, when his sons 
had to return to Egypt for bread, and must take 
Benjamin with them. At first Jacob said : " My 
son shall not go down with you ; for his brother 
is dead, and he is left alone; if mischief befall him 
by the way in which ye go, then shall ye bring my 
gray hairs with sorrow to the grave." But the 
famine continued, and Jacob was compelled to 
let his beloved Benjamin go. In the bitterness 
of his soul he exclaimed : ** Me have ye be- 
reaved of my children : Joseph is not, and Simeon 
is not, and ye will take Benjamin away. All these 
things are against me." How little did the old 
patriarch know of that providence which was so 
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soon to restore to him all bis children, and cause 
the sunset of his own life to be bright and peaceful. 

So it is now with Naomi. She sees nothing 
ahead but sorrow and poverty^ but a strange 
providence is directing her life and the life of 
her devoted friend and daughter-in-law. When 
they reached her native land it was harvest time. 
According to the custom of the country, it was 
the privilege of the poor and the widow to glean 
in the harvest fields; and God directed that the 
faithful Ruth should not only find sustenance for 
herself and Naomi, but a husband and name 
among the kindred of her dead husband. She 
attained unto an honor that had been craved by 
every Israelite woman, for it was from her direct 
posterity the Son of God came into this world. 
It was through her that Jesus linked Himself with 
the Gentile world, and became not only the Jewish 
Messiah, but the son of man, and the Saviour of the 
whole world. 

But we will return from these reflections to con- 
template this early morning scene and the incidents 
that led up to it. Boaz was a good rich man, a 
very unusual combination in any age. There was 
friendship existing between him and his servants. 
When he came down among his reapers he said 
unto them : " The Lord be with thee." And they 
answered back : " The Lord bless thee." Where 
such feeling as is here expressed between the em- 
ployer and the employed exists, there cannot be dis- 
cord and strife. This feeling will settle the problem 
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of labor and capital^ and it is the only thing that 
will do it. Boaz stands out before us as a model 
for all employers of men. He is not only generous 
to the widow, but just to his own servants. Another 
characteristic of Boaz that shows itself in this scene 
is the purity and unselfishness of his life. No 
doubt Ruth was a beautiful woman. She came to 
him in all the freshness of her young womanhood, 
put herself and her honor at his disposal ; but he 
was too pure a man to betray the confidence she 
reposed in him. 

It was the law of Israel that the next of kin should 
marry the widow and raise up seed to the departed 
husband, that the family might be continued in Israel. 

There was a law that required this ; and the man 
who refused to do his duty was disgraced among his 
people. When Ruth appealed to Boaz to perform 
this duty to her dead husband, who was a kinsman 
of Boaz, he promptly informed her that he would 
perform this duty if another kinsman who was 
nearer than himself, and whose right it was, refused. 
When Ruth made her appeal to Boaz, he said: 
'' Blessed be thou of the Lord, my daughter, for 
thou hast showed more kindness in the latter end 
than at the beginning, inasmuch as thou foUowest 
not young men, whether poor or rich. And now, 
my daughter, fear not ; I will do to thee all thou 
requirest, for all the city of my people doth know 
that thou art a virtuous woman." 

The unselfishness of Boaz appears in his im- 
mediately informing Ruth of a nearer kinsman. 
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There is no doubt that Ruth had won the heart of 
Boaz ; but he was a man of too much principle to 
allow any sort of sentiment to swerve him for a 
moment from the path of righteousness. No doubt 
his heart was thoroughly wrapped up in the young 
woman. She had fully entered into his life, but it 
was his way to make everything bend to his re- 
ligion. From what we are able to see of this man, 
we behold in him the highest type of a God-fearing 
gentleman. He is a man in every sense of the term ; 
but a man in whom religious principle is dominant. 
It was the custom of the times that all questions 
of law were settled at the gate of the city. There 
was wonderful simplicity in the manner of procedure 
in these matters. So Boaz went up to the gate, 
''and sat him down there, and behold the kinsman 
of whom Boaz spoke came by, unto whom he said : 
Ho such a one, turn aside, sit down here. And he 
turned aside and sat down. And he took ten men 
of the elders of the city, and said, Sit ye down here. 
And they turned aside, and sat down. And he said 
unto the kinsman, Naomi, that is come again out of 
the country of Moab, selleth a parcel of land which 
was our brother Elimelech's ; and I thought to 
advertise thee, saying, Buy it before the inhabitants, 
and before the elders of my people. If thou wilt 
redeem it, redeem it,' but if thou wilt not redeem it, 
then tell me that I may know, for there is none to 
redeem it beside thee, and I am after thee. And he 
said, I will redeem it." Boaz, with all his upright- 
ness of character^ shows his shrewdness and does 



Ruth and Boaz 119 

not state the real reason why he has taken the 
matter in hand until he has learned whether his 
kinsman will redeem the land, and when he finds 
him ready to redeem it, he informs him that he must 
not only buy the land of Naomi, but of Ruth as 
well ; and he must also take Ruth along with the 
land. This the kinsman could not do, and the re- 
demption is turned over to Boaz. We have no 
means of knowing whether Boaz knew this would 
be the outcome ; but we can see that it would have 
been a great disappointment to Boaz if he had been 
deprived of the privilege of redeeming the estate of 
Elimelech. Not that he cared for the land, but we 
believe his heart was interested in Ruth ; and it was 
no doubt a source of great pleasure to him when he 
could lawfully take over the estate of Elimelech and 
the widow of Mahlon to himself. Really, the most 
precious and best thing in that estate was Ruth, in 
the eyes of Boaz. And who could blame him? 
For there is nothing that God has ever given to man 
that is equal to a good wife. Boaz was assured of 
the character of Ruth ; and he knew she would add 
more to his life than anything else on earth could do. 
It seems that Boaz was not a married man, but 
was growing on towards mature life. He is sup- 
posed to have been one of the judges of Israel ; and 
was both honorable and rich. He is spoken of as 
"a mighty man of wealth." His name denotes 
strength; the history we have of him in this book 
certainly presents him as a man of strength of 
character. 
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As we take in the whole scene presented in the 
book of Ruth, and follow the reapers and gleaners, 
we have one of the most beautiful pictures in the 
Book of books. We see the kind-hearted, noble 
man, at whose feet the beautiful young Moabitess 
widow comes for a home and a refuge ; in many 
phases of his character he teaches us how to be 
helpful. Hear him give his order to his reapers : 
" Let her glean even among the sheaves, and 
reproach her not: and let fall also some of 
the handfuls of purpose for her, and leave them 
that she may glean them, and rebuke her not." 
Ruth has become owner of that barley field. 
There is nothing there too good for her, and her 
own heart assures her of her success, and she loses 
no time in following up the results of her conquest. 
But in it all she displays the modesty of the true 
woman. The customs of the time are very dif- 
ferent from the customs of our times; but the 
hearts of men and women remain the same in all 
ages. Scenes of real love do not change with the 
habits and customs of society. All the conven- 
tionalities of society can do is to hide the real 
simplicity of the heart. After all, these customs of 
society do more to make us hypocritical than any- 
thing else. We have to conform to them, because 
there is so much in human life that is untrue ; and 
it seems to be necessary very often to hide our 
real selves from our fellow men to prevent being 
wronged and deceived. But where two such char- 
acters as Ruth and Boaz meet, there is no need for 
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the conventionalities of life. Everything here is 
genuine. Correct principle dominates the life, and 
there is no fraud or deception. Unselfishness seems 
to be the dominant trait in both. There can be 
no nobleness of character without unselfishness. 
Selfishness shows itself first in anxiety ; the selfish 
person is a stranger to peace of mind. Such a 
one does not understand what it is to be without 
anxious care. Again selfishness shows itself in 
ambition ; it is the opposite of humility ; and self- 
ishness leads to absorption in the things of its 
own. So the selfish person becomes entirely ab- 
sorbed in self, and the horizon of such a one 
becomes infinitesimally small After a while it 
shrivels into as near nothing as it is possible for a 
spirit to become. Hell itself is selfishness perfected. 
While this is true of selfishness, the opposite is 
true of unselfishness. The true philosophy of life 
is stated by Jesus Christ in the saying : " He that 
findeth his life shall lose it : and he that loseth his 
life for My sake shall find it " (Matt. x. 39). 

There shines out in the lives of Ruth and Boaz 
a beautiful unselfishness that must have made them 
ideal companions for each other. Ruth was ready to 
leave her own country, and all that was dear to 
her, rather than to leave Naomi in her sadness and 
alone in the world. She must have been helped 
to the attainment of such a state of unselfishness 
by the grace of God. She had been raised an 
idolater among an idolatrous people ; but she had 
learned something of the true God, and this knowl- 
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edge had completely transformed her life. In all 
her actions she advised with Naomi ; and her con- 
fidence in her mother-in-law was complete. Know- 
ing that Naomi understood the customs and man- 
ners of her people, it was under her advice that 
she went out and placed herself at the feet of 
Boaz. Had Naomi not been so fully acquainted 
with the character of Boaz, she would never have 
advised the course she did : but she seems to have 
been under divine directions, for when Ruth 
returned to her, ladened as she was with six 
measures of barley, she said to her : " Sit still, my 
daughter, until you know how the matter will fall, 
for the man will not be in rest until he have fin- 
ished the thing this day." And this was true, for 
Boaz never rested until he had settled the matter, 
and knew he was to redeem the land of Naomi, 
and become the husband of Ruth. So Boaz took 
Ruth, and she became his wife, and bore him a 
son, and they called his name Obed, a name which 
means a worshipper of God. He was the father of 
Jesse, a name which signifies wealth ; and Jesse 
was the father of David, the great king of Israel. 
But the glory of this family is not yet full, for 
down through the ages there is another birth at 
Bethlehem, near where Ruth had gleaned in the 
fields of Boaz; and close to the threshing floor 
where she lay at his feet, the eternal Son of God 
is born of a woman, and made under the law for 
the redemption of the world. 

The story of Ruth is inseparably connected with 
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the birth of Jesus ; and while she honored woman, 
hood with her devotion and unselfish love, Jesus 
has blessed womanhood and^ crowned it not only 
with the fragrance of the harvest field, but with 
the joy of heaven and the blessedness of the 
Father's love. 
We close this scene with the following lines : 

« She stood breast high amid the com. 
Clasped by the golden light of monif 
Like the sweetheart of the Sun 
Who many a glowing kiss had won. 

** On her cheek an autumn flush, 
Deeply ripened ; such a blush 
In the midst of brown was bom, 
Like red poppies grown with com. 

** Round her eyes her tresses fell, 
Which were blackest, none could tell ; 
But the lashes veiled a light 
That had else been all too bright 

•* And her hat with shady brim. 
Made her tressy forehead dim ; 
Thus she stood amid the stooks. 
Praising God with sweetest looks. 

« Sure, I said, heav'n did not mean 
Where I reap, thou shouldst but glean ; 
Lay thy sheaf adown and come. 
Share my harvest and my home." 
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DAVID'S EARLY MORNING DEPARTURE TO 
THE ARMY AND TO FAME 

« And David rose up early in the morning, and left the sheep 
with a keeper, and took, and went, as Jesse had commanded him ; 
and he came to the trench, as the host was going forth to fight, 
and shouted for the battle." — i Samuel xvii. 20. 

DAVID was a shepherd boy, and kept his 
father's sheep, while his elder brothers 
were in the army of Saul. His father said 
to him one day, " Go and see how your brothers 
are getting on in the army, and take them some- 
thing to eat." " And David rose up early in the 
morning, and left the sheep with a keeper, and 
took, and went, as Jesse had commanded him; 
and he came to the trench, as the host was going 
forth to fight, and shouted for the battle " (i Sam. 
xvii. 20). 

This early morning start to the army was the 
beginning of a wonderful career. It had not been 
long since Samuel had anointed David to be 
king instead of Saul, yet it seems that anointing 
had not impressed either Jesse, the father of David, 
or his brethren very deeply. David was still the 
menial of the family, and while his older brothers 
were off in the army, he was kept at home to 
attend to the flock of his father. When he went 

124 
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to his brethren^ they did not appreciate his visit 
It may be that they envied him because he was 
preferred before them. Eliab, his older brother^ 
seems to have been filled with this spirit of envy ; 
for when David expressed himself as being ready 
to go and meet the Philistine, Eliab treated him 
with contempt, and chided him for being vain, 
and reminded him that his place was back with 
the few sheep he had been appointed to keep. 
What must have been the feeling of David when 
he left home that early morning to go even to 
the battle-field to see his brothers? Did he not 
feel the spirit of God calling him to the duties for 
which he had been so recently anointed by 
Samuel ? However, we hear nothing of his feel- 
ings or his experiences until he reaches the 
battle-field and sees the Philistine giant defying 
the armies of Israel; and while his own brothers 
are ready to chide him and condemn him for offer- 
ing to go out against the Philistine, none of them 
feels it to be his duty to go. We know that David 
was mightily stirred when he saw the Philistine, 
and saw that the host of Israel trembled in his 
presence, and there was no one who dared to 
accept the challenge. Saul was a man of large 
stature ; but he was a pigmy in the presence of 
Goliath. This man was about nine feet and nine 
inches high, at the most conservative calculation, 
and he was large in equal proportion to his great 
height. He must have presented a terrible figure 
in the presence of the army of Saul, and it is no 
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wonder that there was no man in the army who 
felt equal to the task of engaging him in single 
combat. Israel had once had a champion, a giant 
in strength, who single handed had slain a thousand 
Philistines with the jaw-bone of an ass : now Israel 
is brought face to face with a Philistine who seemed 
to possess more than the strength of a Samson, 
and there was none who dared risk himself and 
his cause in what seemed to be such an unequal 
contest. But David comes on the scene and is 
eager to fight, and with a confidence in his ability^ 
with the help of God, to meet and conquer the 
Philistine, he gains the consent of Saul, who ac- 
cepts David's offer to fight the giant as a last 
resort, and sends him forth with fear and trembling, 
lest he may not be equal to the task. 

We see David, a quiet, ruddy, handsome young 
man, diligently keeping his father's sheep, while 
his older brothers are off in the army, although 
he has been anointed king of Israel; and when 
his father orders him to do so, he rises up early 
in the morning and goes as messenger and a 
bearer of food supplies to his brothers. We 
imagine that his active mind is busy, as he takes 
in the scene at home, where he has charge of a 
few sheep in the wilderness, and then turns away 
to matters upon which hangs the destiny of his 
country. 

There is no place so well fitted for high think- 
ing as the country; and no occupation more 
conducive to mental development than agricul- 
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tural or pastoral pursuits. An early morning 
scene on the hills of Palestine is always inspiring, 
but when this scene is connected with an incident 
that is to become world wide in the history of the 
human race, and exhibits to the world the wonder- 
ful power of faith in God to inspire a young man 
to a deed of valor, and a national victory that 
frees a whole nation from a cruel oppression, and 
establishes law, order and civic righteousness 
where barbarism, oppression, and savagery reigned, 
it becomes far more interesting and instructive. 
Such was the scene when David rose up early in 
the morning, and left the sheep, and came to the 
trench where Israel camped in fear and trembling 
in the presence of the boasting giant Goliath. 

Over three thousand years have passed away 
since that early morning ; nations have risen 
and passed away into history, but the exploit 
of the shepherd boy is as bright to-day as when 
the story of his victory first stirred the hearts of 
his countrymen, and moved the women of Israel 
to sing, ** Saul has slain his thousands, and David 
has slain his ten thousands," until they had aroused 
such a feeling of envy in the mind of Saul that 
he determined to put an end to the man who had 
so suddenly risen above him in the estimation of 
the people. 

In this scene we see humanity at its best and 
at its worst. David is full of faith in God and love 
for his country. He does not seem to think of him- 
self at all, but feels that there is glory enough in the 
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achievement for all ; and a blessedness of freedom, 
and peace for his country, that ought to make every 
one rejoice together and praise the God of Israel 
for the deliverance wrought. Not so, however, with 
Saul, for while he is delivered from the Philistines, 
he feels that the glory of that deliverance justly be- 
longs to another, and that he has been rejected from 
being king, and he realizes that the man chosen by 
God to reign in his stead is already coming to his 
own. It is not in selfish humanity to bow grace- 
fully to the inevitable, and acquiesce in the will of 
that God whose commands he has disobeyed, and 
whose favor he has forfeited. The sun may shine 
ever so brightly, and the early morning light may 
spread a halo of glory on the crest of every hilltop, 
and make every valley sparkle with beauty, but it 
brings no joy to the sinful, malicious heart of Saul. 
The songs of the maidens of Israel only moved his 
heart to a greater degree of hatred as he exclaims : 
" They ascribe only thousands to me, while they 
give tens of thousands to David. What can he have 
now but the kingdom ? " 

Nations may rise and fall; times and customs 
may change ; but humanity remains the same ; and 
the selfish heart of a sinful man, centred in his own 
aggrandizement, remains a stranger to the elevating 
emotions that are born in the soul of those who 
have been made great by faith in God, and whose 
lives rise upon the wings of that faith to an unselfish 
love of the giver of all good, and every one whom 
He has created in His own image. 
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The events connected with this early morning 
scene have been repeatedly reenacted in the history 
of our own race in spirit. The actors have re- 
appeared in every country and in every age. Un- 
worthy men have exhibited the same jealousy 
towards the great actors who under God have per- 
formed deeds that made them immortal, and 
brought glory to their country and themselves and 
blessings to the world. These Sauls have eyed 
their Davids from the day of their triumphs, and, 
moved by implacable envy and hatred, have done 
all they could to destroy the benefactors of their 
country and themselves. But the final result has 
been the same in every age ; and yet men will not 
learn that " Promotion cometh neither from the east 
nor from the west, nor from the south, but God is 
the Judge : He putteth down one, and setteth up 
another." The humblest man, who has the ap- 
proval of God, and fills his own sphere with humble 
trust in God and fidelity to duty in life, is the one 
who in the end will receive the honor that will 
abide. Without His blessing and approval, an 
earthly throne is a bed of thorns ; and the honor 
that comes from the world will fade away and leave 
the poor wretch at last with a name unhonored and 
unsung. 

David stands out prominently in the history, not 
only of Israel, but in the history of our race, as a 
man who served his own generation by the will of 
God. For he went out against Goliath, trusting to 
God to give him the victory ; and he conquered the 



130 Early Morning Scenes 

giant in the strength of his God. His example 
proves that it is character and not heredity or en- 
vironment that makes a destiny. He was not only 
a great soldier, but a statesman of wisdom and 
prudence ; but his religious Hfe shines more brightly 
than any other of his achievements. Not only was 
the melody of his psalms heard in the early morn- 
ings floating over his own native hills, but they have 
made melody in every land, and cheered the hearts 
of men for thirty centuries, and will live in every 
land and tongue until the end of time. 

So this shepherd boy, who is brought before us 
in this early morning scene, abides in the history of 
our race ; and while his people, Israel, have become 
a scattered nation, and find homes in every land, the 
name of David, the great king of Israel, has an 
abiding place, and is written large and high on the 
scroll of fame. It was not, however, his sling and 
the smooth stones taken from the brook with which 
he slew the giant that gives him immortality, but 
those high qualities and rare characteristics of soul 
that made him a king after God's own heart that 
gives him his permanent place among the immortals. 

There is always something attractive about the 
beginning of a great life. The first thing in the 
history of epoch-making characters arrests our at- 
tention. There is a fitness in things, when these 
first things present themselves to us in the early 
morning light. We cannot fail to look on David, 
in this early morning scene, with admiration, as he 
rises up early in the morning to do the bidding of 
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his father and go on an errand of brotherly affection 
to inquire after the welfare of his soldier brothers in 
the army of Saul. The simplicity of his life and 
singleness of his purpose shine out in all his works. 
There is nothing boastful in his offers to go and 
fight the battle of his country with the giant who 
has defied the armies of the ever-living God. When 
he tells of having killed a lion and a bear, he does 
not do it in the spirit of boasting, but simply to 
assure Saul of his ability to meet and overcome 
enemies by the help of God. 

David had his faults and at an unguarded hour 
fell into a great sin, and became guilty of adultery 
and murder. But the general trend of his character 
was on a high plain, and when he realized the 
enormity of his sin, his repentance was deep and 
sincere. 

It is frequently said that a man's character is no 
stronger than he is at his weakest point ; and the 
thought is illustrated by the statement that a chain 
is no stronger than its weakest link. But this 
reasoning is fallacious. Some very strong characters 
like David have been guilty of sins that were repul- 
sive to their better natures, and when they fully 
realized the enormity of the sin committed, their 
repentance and reformation were so complete they 
became stronger by having fallen into sin. 

If David's general character had not been so well 
rounded, and if there had not been so many strong 
points in his personality, his fall would have been 
complete and irrevocable. God, who knows the 
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secret springs in the life of every one of His chil- 
dren, acts with absolute justice towards them each 
and all. 

David fell into one great sin, but there was charac- 
ter enough left to make it possible for him to rise, 
repent, and live. If a human biographer would 
have written the life of David, the matter of Uriah, 
the Hittite, and Bathsheba would have been left out 
of the story ; but God gives us the history, and He 
tells the whole truth, even if it leaves a blot upon 
the character of the king who was a man after His 
own heart. 

He hides no sin and condones no wrong, but 
forgives and saves the sinner. 

David stands before the world as a believer in 
and a worshipper of the true God. He never was 
guilty of idolatry, or the recognition of any God 
but Jehovah. His faith in God was abiding ; and 
he could say with St. Paul, " I have kept the faith." 
As long as a man's faith in God holds true, there is 
hope for him, although he may fall into sin. But 
if the time ever comes when he loses faith in God, 
his case is desperate. No man can continue long 
in a state of sinfulness with the sight of Grod's 
presence and His law shining upon him. He will 
either turn away from God entirely, or he will re- 
pent, and turn away from sin. 

David began his wonderful career with an early 
morning start. God was his friend all through his 
day of life ; and when evening came we find him 
clinging to God who had been his friend all the 
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way. He was great as a soldier, great as a states- 
man, bringing order out of confusion, and extend- 
ing his kingdom until it covered all the territory 
promised to his fathers ; but he was greater as a 
man of God than in any other aspect of his charac- 
ter. While his life was far below the ideal life set 
by that of the Son of God, it was greater than those 
of his own generation. 

We turn away from this early morning scene, we 
trust, with a better understanding of this wonderful 
king. 



X 

THE EARLY MORNING SCENE WITH DANIEL 

IN THE LIONS' DEN 

« Then the king arose very early in the morning, and went in 
haste unto the den of the lions." — Daniel vi. 19. 

KING DARIUS had spent a sleepless night» 
and when the morning came, while it was 
yet early, he went to the den to see what had 
become of his faithful officer, who had been placed 
in there with the lions because of his faithfulness 
to his God. This scene is described in these words : 
" Then the king arose very early in the morning, 
and went in haste unto the den of the lions" 
(Dan. vi. 19). 

Daniel was a descendant of the kings of Judah, 
and it is said he was born in upper Bethovon, in the 
territory of Ephram. He was carried away to 
Babylon when he was quite young, eighteen or 
twenty years of age, about the year 606 b. c. 
He was placed in the court of Nebuchadnezzar, and 
was afterwards raised to stations of great rank and 
power, both in the empires of Babylon and Persia. 
He lived to the end of the captivity, but being then 
about ninety years old, it is not believed that he 
returned to Judea. It is generally believed that he 
died at Susa, soon after his last vision, which is 
dated in the third year of the reign of Cyrus. 

134 
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Daniel was the only prophet of whom we have any 
account who enjoyed great worldly honors and 
prosperity, but amid the corruptions of a licentious 
court he preserved his virtue and integrity in- 
violate, and no changes or temptation could divert 
him from the worship of the true God. 

It is not necessary in the study of this scene to 
deal largely with the history of this remarkable 
man. We will simply state the circumstances that 
led up to his being placed in the lions' den, and the 
account of his miraculous delivery from them by the 
intervention of God. 

When Daniel and his three friends were carried 
prisoners to the court of Nebuchadnezzar, to be edu- 
cated and trained up in the service of the king, they 
were fed from the king's table. " But Daniel pur- 
posed in his heart that he would not defile himself 
with the portion of the king's meat, nor with the 
wine which he drank, therefore he requested of the 
prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile him- 
self." And the Lord gave Daniel favor in the eyes 
of this officer who was placed over him, and not- 
withstanding this officer feared the king, he granted 
the request of Daniel, and when he found that 
Daniel and his friends grew fat on their vegetable 
diet, he allowed them to live on it. God blessed 
them and gave Daniel the spirit of prophecy and 
enabled him to interpret the dreams of the king, 
and in that way he rose to power and influence in 
the kingdoms. 

When Darius came to the throne there were one 
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hundred and twenty provinces in his empire, and he 
placed over these one hundred and twenty provinces 
three presidents, of whom Daniel was the first in 
rank ; and the other presidents were jealous of him, 
and desired to get rid of him ; but they knew they 
could find no fault with him as an officer, and also 
knew that he would violate no law, unless that law 
compelled him to be untrue to his God, so these 
presidents and princes conspired against him, but 
they could find no accusation or fault in him. 
" Then said these men. We shall not find any oc- 
casion against this Daniel, except we find it against 
him concerning the law of his God. Then the 
presidents and princes assembled together to the 
king, and said thus unto him : King Darius, live 
forever. All the presidents of the kingdom, the 
governors, and the princes, the counsellors and the 
captains, have consulted together to make a royal 
statute, and to make a firm decree that whosoever 
shall ask a petition of any God or man for thirty 
days, save thee, O king, he shall be cast into the 
den of the lions." This they did under the pretext of 
honoring the king ; and Darius, not suspecting their 
motive, granted their request and signed the de- 
cree. 

" Now when Daniel knew that the writing was 
signed, he went into his house ; and his window 
being open in his chamber towards Jerusalem, he 
kneeled upon his knees three times a day and 
prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did 
aforetime." 
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This was what the conspirators expected and 
what they were watching for. So they lost no time in 
their report to the king. They said to him : " Hast 
thou not signed a decree that every man that shall 
ask a petition of any God or man for thirty days, 
save of thee, O king, shall be cast into the den of 
lions ? The king answered and said, The thing is 
true, according to the law of the Medes and Persians 
which altereth not. Then answered they and said 
before the king, That Daniel, which is of the chil- 
dren of the captivity of Judah, regardeth not thee, 
O king, nor the decree which thou hast signed, but 
maketh his petition three times a day. Then the 
king when he heard these words was sore displeased 
with himself, and set his heart on Daniel to deliver 
him ; and he labored until the setting of the sun 
to deliver him." 

But these men insisted that the law could not be 
changed, and demanded that Daniel should be cast 
into the lions' den. The king was obliged to sub- 
mit to the enforcement of the foolish law he had 
been entrapped into signing. When Darius could 
do nothing else, he gave the command to put 
Daniel in the den with the lions, and said unto him : 
" Thy God whom thou servest continually. He will 
deliver thee." After the king had sealed the stone 
with his own signet, and the signet of his lords, that 
the letter of the law might be enforced, he went to 
his palace, and passed the night fasting, neither were 
instruments of music brought before him^ and he 
spent a sleepless night. 
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Dsuud was resting quictfy in die fioas* den, no 
doidit enjoying peaccfiil rest and sleep, for the 
angd of God mho shut die licxB' moudis kqit watch 
oircr him. When the Idi^ came to the den eaity 
in the morning ^ he cried with a lamentaUe voice, 
O Daniel, servant of the living God, is die God, 
whom thou servcst continually, able to ddiver dice 
from the lions ? " The heart of die Idi^ was bur- 
dened, and his own happiness was involved in the 
safety of DanieL How his heart must have bounded 
with joy when he heard die familiar voice of Daniel 
faying : ^ O king, live forever. My God has sent 
His angel, and has shut die lions' mouths, that they 
have not hurt me ; forasmuch as before Him inno- 
cency was found in me ; and also before diee, O 
king, have I done no hurt" " Then the king re- 
joiced at the deliverance of Daniel, and commanded 
that Daniel should be taken out of the den, and 
that his accusers should be thrown into it. This 
was done along with the wives and the children of 
these men, and the lions had the mastery of them, 
and broke all their bones into pieces or ever they 
came at the bottom of the den." 

We believe this scene presents an historical fact ; 
and that every incident here recorded is true to the 
letter. Daniel was a representative man. Like his 
three friends, who on another occasion were cast 
into a fiery furnace, and came out without the smell 
of fire on them, he represented God and His cause 
in the world. Nothing but a miracle would have 
made God known to the people of those times. God 
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had taken a place in human history^and He intended 
then, and intends now, to keep that place. The 
higher critics of the court of Darius had decreed 
that there could be no deliverance for Daniel ; but 
then, as now, there is a higher critic than any that 
the schools of earth can produce. Whenever it be- 
comes necessary to maintain His honor, God is 
ready to show Himself in the performance of deeds 
that leaves no ground to doubt His presence ; but 
those who will only be convinced in this way will 
be convinced entirely too late for their salvation. 

Daniel served five kings in Babylon ; Nebuchad- 
nezzar, Evil Merodach, Belshazzar, Darius and Cyrus. 
Few men in the history of the world have had so long 
a reign of prosperity and honor as Daniel, or served 
so many different monarchs. His lot was cast in 
one of the oldest empires that ever existed on earth. 
Babylon was founded, as is supposed, by Nimrod 
in A. M. 1 77 1, B. c. 2233, and ended with the death 
of Belshazzar, b. c. 538, after having lasted nearly 
1,700 years. The Medo-Persian empire, which 
properly began under Darius the Mede who cap- 
tured Babylon 538 b. c, thereby terminating the 
Chaldean empire. On the death of his father Cam- 
byses-Cyaxanes, b. c. 538, he became sole gov- 
ernor of the Medes and Persians, and established 
a powerful empire on the ruins of the Chaldean 
empire. Daniel flourished in all these changes of 
dynasties, and in his last test of fidelity to God 
gained the most signal victory of his long and 
eventful life. 
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After his deliverance from the lions, Darius 
issued this decree : '* Then King Darius wrote unto 
all people, nations, and languages, that dwell in all 
the earth, peace be multiplied unto you. I make 
a decree, that in every dominion of my kingdom 
men tremble and fear before the God of Daniel, 
for He is the living God, and steadfast forever, and 
His kingdom that which shall not be destroyed, 
and His dominion shall be unto the end. He de- 
livereth, and rescueth, and He worketh signs and 
wonders in heaven and in earth, who hath deliv- 
ered Daniel from the power of the lions. So this 
Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and in the 
reign of Cyrus the Persian " (Dan. vi. 25-28). 

In this scene the dominant traits of Daniel's 
character shine beautifully. We have here the 
finest exhibition of piety and patriotism ever ex- 
hibited in the world. In his answer to the cry of 
Darius, when the king visited the lions' den early 
in the morning, and cried to him in a lamentable 
cry, to see if his God was able to deliver him, 
Daniel answered: << Forasmuch as before Him 
innocency was found in me," hereby proclaiming 
his piety, " and also before thee, O king, have I 
done no hurt " ; hereby proclaiming his patriotism. 

Here we have the epitome of the life of a great 
and good man. A man who is innocent before 
God, and at the same time harmless before man, 
one who has been faithful to God and true to his 
country. No man can attain unto true greatness 
unless he can truly say : " I am innocent before 
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God, and harmless towards my fellow men." Dan- 
iel was probably the only man prominently before 
the world at that time who could say that. His 
three friends who had passed through the fiery 
furnace were not prominently before the world at 
this time. We do not know where they were. 
They may have gone to their reward. Neither are 
we informed where Daniel was when Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego went through the furnace. 
We do not doubt that each one of these faithful men 
was ever true to God when tried ; but the test of 
their fidelity did not come to them at the same 
time. In their day they represented their God and 
were faithful to their trust, and God preserved them, 
and through them made Himself known in the 
earth. 

In more modern times we are told that the Jews 
learned their religion from the Babylonians ; but the 
history of these occurrences teaches the opposite 
doctrine. The Babylonians learned who the true 
God was from these captive Jews. This knowl- 
edge of God became a part of the history of Baby- 
lon ; and when the Babylonians would not retain 
the knowledge of God thus gained, their great city 
and their country became a deserted and forsaken 
land. Babylon, which was one of the greatest 
cities that ever existed in the world, has become 
heaps of ruins, according to the predictions of the 
Jewish prophets, and to this day it stands without 
an inhabitant in fulfillment of the prophecy : ** And 
Babylon, the glory of the kingdoms, the beauty of 
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the Chaldees' excellency, shall be as when God 
overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. It shall never 
be inhabited, neither shall it be dwelt in from gen- 
eration to generation, neither shall the Arabian 
pitch tent there, neither shall the shepherds make 
their folds there. But the wild beast of the desert 
shall lie there, and their houses shall be full of 
doleful creatures ; and owls shall dwell there, and 
satyrs shall dance there. And the wild beasts of 
the islands shall cry in their desolate houses, and 
dragons in their pleasant places, and her time is 
near to come, and her days shall not be prolonged " 
(Isa. xiii. 19-22). 

This prophecy made about 712 years b. c, and 
more than 175 years before the fall of Babylon, 
has been fulfilled to the letter. When destruction 
and desolation were foretold by Isaiah, Babylon was 
existing in all her glory, and boasting of her wealth 
and power ; but to this day her destruction stands, 
a mute witness to all the world to the truth of this 
prophecy. 

We look back through the centuries of the past 
to that early morning when Daniel, the servant of 
the living God, answered the king from the dark- 
ness of the lions' den and proclaimed his safety 
and deliverance from the jaws of the lions, and re- 
joice in the consciousness that the God of Daniel is 
our God, and is able to save unto the uttermost. 

The sun has been rising through all the years of 
the past, and clearing away the darkness, and bring- 
ing light to the world, and the wonderful transac- 
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tions have been taking place, but this early morning 
scene has its own distinct place in history ; and it 
comes to us with its lessons and its exhortations to 
trust in Him who saved Daniel, and who will ulti- 
mately save all who put their trust in Him from 
every evil thing. The call that came to him from 
his king will come to us on some future morning, 
and we shall answer whether God whom we serve 
continually is able to save us from the old lion who 
goeth about seeking whom he may devour. It will 
depend on who our God is, if, like him, we can go 
about proclaiming our safety. 
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THE EARLY MORNING SCENE WITH THE 
SHEPHERDS AT BETHLEHEM 

*« And it came to pass as the angels were gone away from them 
into heaven, the shepherds said one to another. Let us now go 
even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, 
which the Lord hath made known unto us." — Luke ii. 15. 

THE shepherds of Judea were watching 
their flocks at night, when suddenly a 
strange Ught burst upon them, and an 
angel visitor came to them. They were naturally 
frightened, but the angel said unto them : " Fear 
not : for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is 
born this day, in the city of David, a Saviour, which 
is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto 
you ; ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes lying in a manger. And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will towards men. 
And it came to pass as the angels were gone away 
from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to 
another, Let us go now even unto Bethlehem, and 
see this thing which is come to pass which the Lord 
hath made known unto us " (Luke ii. 10-15). 
This must have occurred early in the morning, 
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and immediately the shepherds set out for Bethlehem* 
When they arrived they found Mary and Joseph, 
and the babe lying in the stall of the barn attached 
to the inn, for there was no room for them in the 
inn. The term we translate " manger " may with 
equal propriety be translated " stall " : for it was a 
place where the beasts were usually cared for. At 
the time this wonderful event transpired, the little 
city of Bethlehem was crowded with those who had 
gone there to be enrolled for the taxing that had 
been decreed by Caesar Augustus, the Roman 
emperor, to whose empire Palestine belonged. 
These shepherds came to witness the advent of the 
most illustrious person who was ever born into the 
world. There was nothing apparently unusual about 
this quiet birth. These people were poor, but re- 
spectable. We do not believe that Mary and Joseph 
had found lodging in the barn because Joseph was 
unwilling or unable to pay the bill at the inn, but 
they were crowded out by those who had preceded 
them. No one knew anything about the wonderful 
child that was born there until the angel messengers 
declared it to the shepherds. Mary knew something 
of the paternity of the babe, and Joseph had been 
informed also ; but the conception and birth of this 
child were unknown to the world at large. These 
shepherds, who were watching their flocks by night, 
were highly honored by the angels, and were the 
first of earth's sleeping millions to be apprised of 
the wonderful event. But no other birth has im- 
pressed the world as this has ; and for more than 
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nineteen hundred years its celebration has been 
observed with increasing interest as the years go by. 

We do not know with any degree of certainty 
just when this event occurred, but the Christian 
world has agreed to observe the 25 th day of Decem- 
ber as the anniversary of this remarkable and 
wonderful birth. It is not a matter of great impor- 
tance on what day the Saviour was born ; and the 
Scriptures do not tell us the exact day, but the fact 
is clearly stated, and it has done more to change 
the history of the world than any other fact recorded 
in the annals of mankind. Even the chronology of 
the world has been changed by this birth, and 
wherever the Gospel is preached, and men accept it, 
time is dated from this birth, and it becomes the 
beginning of the years. We can imagine with what 
intense interest and joyful anticipations these shep- 
herds wended their way to the quiet little town of 
Bethlehem in the early morning light to see this 
thing that had come to pass. There was something 
surpassingly strange in the experiences of these 
men. What they had to relate must have been of 
particular interest to Joseph and Mary. While they 
knew something of this remarkable birth, there 
were many things about it that were strange to 
them. 

The birth of princes in the past had been 
heralded by great pomp and display, and even 
down to the present day such an event is made 
the occasion of national rejoicing, but the birth 
of Jesus, while unknown to the world at large, was 
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an occasion of rejoicing among the heavenly 
hosts. It was an event long foretold in prophecy, 
but these prophecies were not fully understood, 
and when the event occurred, the world was not 
expecting it, and was not prepared to accept 
it. There was a strange phenomenon that ac- 
companied this birth, which attracted the attention 
of a few denominated wise men. It was a strange 
star that hung over the town of Bethlehem, and 
guided the steps of these wise men to the birth- 
place of Jesus. 

There is great obscurity about the star of 
Bethlehem. Luke does not tell us anything about 
the star, and Matthew is silent about the shepherds 
and the angelic visitors. Both of these evangelists 
gives his own account of some of the circumstances 
that accompanied this wonderful birth. We pre- 
sume that there were niany other things connected 
with the advent of the Son of God into our world 
that are not recorded. It is more reasonable to 
believe that everything about it is not recorded, 
than to doubt any of the statements made by 
these inspired writers. We do not know what 
the star was that was seen by these wise men. It 
may have been a special meteor sent by providence 
to mark the birthplace of the Redeemer, and to 
direct those who had been specially instructed to 
the place where Jesus was born. To the shepherds, 
a convoy of angels came to proclaim the fact ; to 
the wise men of the East, the star pointed to the 
same spot. We should learn from this that God 
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is not shut up to any one method of making known 
the advent of His Son to a lost world. To each of 
these seekers of Christ, He was the long promised 
Saviour. And while He commissioned the shep- 
herds to proclaim the glad tidings, He directed 
the wise men not to return to Herod, and make 
known how the young child might be found and 
destroyed by him. 

As we go with the shepherds in their early 
morning visit to see this wonderful God-Child, 
we leave the wise men to go on their way to their 
own country, with the light of the star of Bethlehem 
(thrilling their hearts with its gentle beams, and 
we draw lessons from both which gladden our 
hearts with an accumulation of facts that pro- 
claim the birth of Him who is our Saviour and our 
Lord. 

That God should divest Himself of His glory, 
and become a man by being born of a woman, 
is a fact so wonderful that it is not strange that 
poor, weak humanity should be slow to accept it. 
But it is a fact that gathers force as the years 
go by. While we stand by faith with the shep- 
herds in the early morning light that breaks upon 
the hills of Judea, and lights their way to the 
scene of His birth, we wonder with them at the 
strange thing that has come to pass ; but after the 
years which have elapsed since this scene trans- 
pired, we behold the effect of His birth on the 
world, and we exclaim: Truly this wonderful 
child is the Son of God! That bright meteor 
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that hung over His birthplace no longer sends 
its light over the hills of Judea. The shepherds 
who once watched their flocks there by night 
have long since passed away from the earth, but 
there is a light that shines out from that birth 
that is undimmed by the lapse of time. It is not 
confined to Judea's hills, but shines in all lands, 
and carries blessings to all hearts ; but it is a light 
that was never seen on land or sea. It is more 
real than the light of the sun which illuminates 
the day, or the moon or stars that give light at 
night. All these luminaries will burn out by and 
by, but the light that lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world will shine on forever. 

The scene we behold at Bethlehem in the early 
morning of His nativity links God to humanity, 
and binds all hearts to Him, and to each other. 
Here the fatherhood of God and the brother- 
hood of man are manifest ; and as the effect of this 
incarnation of Diety into humanity becomes more 
manifest, and the world realizes more fully what 
His name, Emanuel, means, He is really and 
truly " God with us." Long before He was born 
the prophet said, " Therefore the Lord Himself 
shall give you a sign ; Behold a virgin shall con- 
ceive and bear a son, and shall call His name 
Emanuel," which means " God with us," we are 
told. In this incarnation God has come into this 
world to stay. He had frequently appeared to 
men in times past; sometimes in human form. 
But these manifestations were of short duration, 
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and were never fully satisfactory, even to those 
who were blessed with them. This early morn- 
ing scene presages a new and nearer relationship 
on the part of man to God than anything he has 
ever experienced. Through this incarnation of 
the divine nature into humanity, man is to learn 
that God is his Father, and the whole human 
family is one brotherhood. 

As we stand with these shepherds and look on 
this " Saviour which is Christ the Lord," we behold 
the germ of the kingdom of God, manifest in His 
flesh, the power of which is to be manifest in all, 
and through all who believe in Him. Here we see 
the link that is to bind all men together, and bind 
all to the throne of God. He became man, that 
men through Him might become partakers of the 
divine nature. We can see more in Him than the 
shepherds or the wise men saw, and He is more 
clearly manifesting Himself to the world as the years 
go by. It pleased the Father that all the fullness of 
the Godhead should dwell in Him bodily, but it was 
impossible for the finite mind- to grasp this great 
truth on the morning of the nativity, neither can 
the human mind grasp this great truth now, unless 
it is helped by the Holy Spirit ; " for no man can 
call Jesus Lord, but by the Holy Spirit." As we 
study His infancy with the shepherds, when they 
stand before Him in the early morning light, we arc 
constrained to exclaim with St. Paul in after years, 
" And without controversy, great is the mystery 
of goodness. God was manifest in the flesh, justi- 
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fied in the spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the 
Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into 
glory" (i Tim. iii. 16). This manifestation in the 
flesh in the time of His infancy so completely veils 
His divinity that we see nothing but the babe. 
If the angels had not come to the shepherds and 
declared His character and His mission, they would 
not have known anything of His personality. But 
He was seen of angels before He was seen of men. 
Their interest in His birth was great enough to 
tune the heavenly choristers and send them to earth 
with the melody of the sweetest song ever sung 
upon their lips. They saw in Him the manifestation 
of the highest glory of God that had ever appeared 
to brighten heaven itself. These angels may have 
been some of the sons of the morning that sang to- 
gether when God created the material universe. 
Their joy was great then when they beheld this 
wilderness of worlds tremble into birth, but while 
that hour was illustrious, the sight they now behold 
surpasses that in glory. Indeed, it was great to cre- 
ate, but it is greater to redeem, and the incarnation 
of God in humanity creates a new song in heaven, 
giving glory to God in the highest and proclaiming 
peace on earth, and good will towards men. 

The divine nature of the Christ child cannot be 
apprehended from the argument a priori; that is 
an argument from something antecedent to some- 
thing consequent, from principle to corollary; 
from cause to effect. 

We arrive at the divine nature of Christ from the 
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argument a posteriori ; this is an argument from 
consequent to antecedent; from effect to cause. 
We all admit that every effect must have an ade- 
quate cause. The effect of the birth of Jesus on 
the world proves that He must have been divine. 
His coming into the world has produced an effect 
that is absolutely inexplicable, if we deny His 
divinity. The world arrayed itself against Him, 
and when He arrived at the state of mature man- 
hood it crucified Him, but the effects of His life and 
death become more and more powerful as the years 
go by. There are many in our day who recognize 
the beauty and sublimity of His life who do not 
admit His teachings in every particular and as illog- 
ical as it may seem, admit the effect of His life and 
death upon the world who deny His true divinity. 
If He were merely man, how can we account for 
the unique place He holds in the world ? Among 
the billions of men who have been born of women, 
there are none who rival Him in influence and 
power over the lives of men in all generations since 
His birth in Bethlehem. 

Through the incarnation of God, in the person of 
Jesus Christ, God is brought into sympathy with 
humanity as He could not be in any other way. 
We say this reverently, for far be it from us to 
limit the power of God, but this power is displayed 
in the humble birth of Jesus as it is in no other way, 
and if He could sympathize with man before this 
incarnation, man did not have the power to come in 
touch with God until God became man, and dwelt 
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among us. In the Babe of Bethlehem we behold 
the King and the kingdom in the cradle. Of all 
who are born of woman, only this baby is absolutely 
sinless. All the rest of mankind are born aliens 
from God by depravity of nature. He alone comes 
into the world without any bias to evil, or any 
enmity towards God in Him. He came into the 
world a Babe, that He might bless childhood. He 
grew up increasing in stature and wisdom, in favor 
with God and man, that He might touch humanity 
at every point of life. In His own person He pre- 
sents for the admiration of the hosts of heaven a 
Perfect Man, and when the fullness of the time is 
come, He offers that perfect humanity a vicarious 
sacrifice to satisfy the demands of the law, and se- 
cure for all who trust in Him the forgiveness of sin 
and peace with God. 

In the effect of His life upon the lives of those 
who believe in Him we have the indisputable evi- 
dence of His divinity. 

As a Christian poet has expressed it : 

** To shame our sins He blushed in blood. 
And dosed His eyes to show us God." 

In the redemption He has brought to man by His 
incarnation, we see God as we were unable to see 
Him ; and know God as we could not know Him. 
Through His union with man and His oneness 
with God, we feel the heart throbs of a father's love 
and the fellowship of a brother's sufTerings. 
Through His incarnated life, His atoning death and 
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His glorious resurrection, we are made partakers of 
the divine nature, and become subjects of the king- 
dom of God by being born of His spirit and be- 
come a universal brotherhood in Him. 

No one thinks of Jesus as a Jew ; He was bom 
of Jewish parentage; but He is emphatically the 
son of man, and the son of God. Through His in- 
carnation in our humanity, all who believe in Him, 
and obey Him, and serve Him, are His brethren. 
When He was on earth, and His own mother and 
His brethren sought Him on one occasion, and 
they said unto Him : " Behold Thy mother and Thy 
brethren are without and seek Thee. And He 
answered them saying : Who is My mother and 
My brethren? And He looked round about on 
them that sat about Him, and said : Behold My 
mother and My brethren! For whosoever shall do 
the will of God, the same is My brother, and My 
sister, and My mother " (Mark iii. 32-35). 

The relationship is universal and abiding. The 
changing years do not affect it ; for He is the same 
yesterday, to-day and forever. He is God : there- 
fore He does not change, and His relationship to 
man, which He took upon Himself at His birth, re- 
mains the same through all time. 

The train of thought presented in this scene was 
awakened, as the writer stood by faith with the 
shepherds, at the birthplace of the world's Re- 
deemer. The stable in which Jesus was born has 
passed away from its resting-place. The little town 
of Bethlehem in Judea presents but a scene of dilapi« 
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dation and ruin ; but this wonderful fact stands in 
the history of our world with no signs of growing 
old or decay. On each anniversary of this event, a 
larger circle of believers in Him celebrate the birth 
with grateful hearts. Childhood is everywhere being 
blessed because He came into the world a child. 
Faith in Him was symbolized by the wise men, who 
seeing the star came with their gifts of gold, frank- 
incense, and myrrh ; while hope is symbolized by 
the visit of the shepherds. A little later love is 
symbolized by good old Simeon, as he takes the 
child in his arms, and exclaims : " Lord, now 
lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according 
to Thy word : for mine eyes have seen Thy salva- 
tion, which Thou hast prepared before all people ; 
a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy 
people Israel." 



XII 

THE EARLY MORNING SCENE WITH CHRIST 

CALUNG HIS APOSTLES 

" And it came to pass in those da3rs, that He went into a moun- 
tain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God. And when 
it was day, He called unto Him His disciples; and of them He 
chose twelve, whom also He named apostles."— Z»>fetf vL 12, 13. 

WE are told : ** And it came to pass in 
those days, that He went out into a 
mountain to pray, and continued all 
night in prayer to God. And when it was day, 
He called unto Him His disciples ; and of them He 
chose twelve, whom also He named apostles" 
(Luke vi. 12, 13). 

It is a very natural inference that our Lord called 
His disciples to Him early in the morning, after 
spending the whole night in prayer. It is said, 
" When it was day " He made this call, and the 
selection of His disciples or rather apostles. This 
was an eventful day in the life of Christ. We learn 
that it was on this day He ordained the apostles, 
preached the sermon on the mount, healed a leper, 
healed the centurion's servant, and entered into 
Capernaum, where He spent the night. We believe 
we are correct in placing this call of the apostles 
and their ordination to their great work early in 
the morning, and that this was one of the most 
important days in the ministry of our Lord. 
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He came to the performance of this great work 
fresh from a night of prayer. He commenced early 
in the morning to lay broad and deep the founda- 
tions of the kingdom of God, which He came into 
the world to found and establish. This was such a 
day's work that the Son of God made an early start 
to perform it. We do not know where the disciples 
from among whom He called the apostles spent the 
night. Their early call, however, suggests the fact 
that they must have been somewhere near Him on 
the mountain, for after their ordination as apostles, 
'< He came down with them, and stood in the plain, 
and a great multitude of people out of all Judea and 
Jerusalem, and from the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon " 
were there to hear Him, and be healed. 

The selection of the twelve by Jesus from among 
those who had been led to believe in Him to be 
His apostles, and be with Him during His earthly 
ministry, and then take up the work, and carry it 
forward after He left the world, is an important 
landmark in the history of the gospel dispensation. 
We are not informed as to the particular time in 
His ministry He made the selection, but we know 
He had preached and labored for some time alone 
and single handed. It may be that about one half 
of His earthly ministry was spent in this way, be- 
fore He called and commissioned the twelve to be 
with Him, and share the work of preaching and 
healing with Him. At this time the work of Jesus 
had grown to such an extent as to require organiza- 
tion and other laborers ; and the teachings of Jesus 
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were becoming more far-reaching in purpose, while 
His gracious activities were taking on a wider range. 
It seems that His selection of the apostles at this 
time had become a necessity to Him in carrying 
forward the work for which He came into the 
world. He had won many followers, and as it was 
necessary that some should be with Him all the 
time to be His witnesses, and as the multitudes 
who attended on His ministry could not follow Him 
from place to place, especially in the journeys that 
marked the latter part of His ministry. He chose 
the twelve for this purpose, and ordained them to 
this end. So Mark tells us : " Jesus calleth unto 
Him whom He would, and they came unto Himt 
and He made twelve that they should be with Him." 
It was His design that the twelve should be some- 
thing more than His travelling companions, or 
menial servants. They were to be students in His 
doctrines, and His fellow laborers in the work of 
the kingdom ; and after His departure from the 
world, they were to be His chosen agents for prop- 
agating the faith in all the world. From this time, 
the twelve entered into the school of Christ, that 
they might be fitted for the great work they were 
called and ordained to do. To this end He took 
them into close fellowship with Himself, and they 
were carefully trained as to what they should be, 
do, believe, and teach. He made it His business to 
tell them in secret what it should be their duty to 
proclaim in public. He showed them the nature of 
the kingdom which He came into the world to 
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establish, as they were able to receive it, and even 
beyond their ability to understand it at the time. 

From this time on the inspired writers who have 
given us the gospel narratives in their four gospels 
speak of the twelve as an organized body. It was 
His intention when He called the twelve, and or- 
dained them apostles, that they should be with Him, 
and that He might send them forth to preach, and 
to have power to heal sickness, and to have power 
to cast out devils. 

When we take into consideration the work these 
men were to do, and the important place they 
were to fill in the kingdom of God, we see the 
importance placed upon this move by Jesus. 
Before He did this, He spent the night in prayer, 
and when the morning came He proceeded to 
carry this purpose into effect. In most respects 
this was the most important work that had ever 
been done for the world. As the sun arose to 
chase away the darkness from the eastern horizon, 
the Sun of Righteousness arose from a sleepless 
night spent in prayer to chase away the moral 
^ and spiritual darkness that had so long covered 
the earth, and the gross darkness that to so great 
an extent covers the people to this day. This was 
the first organized effort at the world's evangel- 
ization. This was the first missionary society 
ever organized for the purpose of preaching the 
Gospel to every creature. In the glorious light of 
our gospel day, this was a morning worthy of 
everlasting remembrance. There is missionary 
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inspiration in this early morning scene. The 
organization of the college of apostles was fol- 
lowed by the greatest sermon that was ever 
preached, and that sermon was followed by the 
healing of the leper and the sick, and by other 
events that were proper and appropriate at the 
beginning of a movement that is to go on blessing 
the world until the day of time shall close, and 
an eternal morning shall break on a world re- 
deemed and a church eternally established witliout 
spot or wrinkle or any such thing. 

As we study the scene, the actors in it rise up 
before us, and imagination pictures each of them 
in his own personality. In the midst of the group 
we behold the Master. His locks are wet with 
the dew, and His manly form stands, erect, while 
on His benignant face, so full of wisdom and grace, 
we behold Him who is chief among all the sons 
of men. He speaks with such authority that all 
who hear are compelled to listen to His gracious 
words. He calls each of the men whom He has 
chosen, and gives them the instruction they need 
to begin the work they have before them, but He 
alone knows what an important hour it is to the 
world. He has chosen those who are best qualified 
to be with Him and take part in the estabUshment 
of the kingdom of God among men ; but they 
are poorly prepared for the great work they are 
called to do, or to enter into sympathy with Him 
who knows so much more about the undertaking 
than they do. He desires their fellowship as well 
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as their help, and begins at once to instruct them 
in the nature of the kingdom to which they are 
called — hence the SermoQ on the Mount. 

In this wonderful discourse He lays down the 
principles by which they are to be governed, and 
gives them the constitution of the kingdom. It 
is to be a blessed kingdom, or a kingdom of 
blessedness. While there is no doubt that the 
multitudes who were in attendance on His min- 
istry heard that wonderful sermon, it was ad- 
dressed primarily to His apostles : " And seeing 
the multitude, He went up into a mountain : and 
when He was set. His disciples came unto Him, 
and He opened His mouth " — what a wonderful 
mouth that was ! How it was filled with wisdom 
and grace ! — " and He taught them saying, Blessed 
are the poor in spirit ; for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. Blessed are they that mourn, for they 
shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for 
they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are they 
that hunger and thirst after righteousness, for 
they shall be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for 
they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure 
in heart, for they shall see God. Blessed are they 
which are persecuted for righteousness' sake ; for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven." Thus He went 
on with a promise of blessedness in a way that 
was new to the world, and awakened in the minds 
of those who heard a feeling of wonderment, because 
He taught them as one having authority, and not as 
the scribes with whose teachings they were familiar. 
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As we look on this scene, we turn to the men 
who have been called to the apostleship. First on 
the list we see Simon, who the Master surnamed 
Peter. In him we behold a rugged fisherman, 
impulsive, earnest and sincere. He has great 
confidence in himself, and thinks he can go with 
his Lord to prison and to death ; but when the 
test comes, he fails ignominiously, but is forgiven 
and reinstated in his apostleship, and having re- 
covered from his fall, he continues to occupy his 
place among the twelve. The next on the list is 
Andrew, the brother of Simon, of whom we know 
but little. He it was that brought his brother 
Simon to Christ. Then we have James and John 
who were brothers and sons of Zebedee. These 
apostles were sons of thunder, and were prominent 
among the twelve. Then comes Philip who was 
an earnest inquirer after the truth. He is often 
mentioned in connection with the work of the 
Master. He brought Nathaniel who is also called 
Bartholomew to Christ. We know but little of 
him, but he is one of the twelve ; he was a faithful 
witness to Christ. Then comes Thomas, who was 
of a melancholy turn of mind, and was one who 
expressed a willingness to die with Christ, but was 
slow to believe in His resurrection. He is a 
valuable witness to the reality of the resurrection 
of Christ. Then comes Matthew, who is known to 
us as a publican. He himself is the only one that 
calls him the publican. He was first called to be 
a disciple from the receipt of custom. The next 
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on the list is James, the son of Alpheus. Then we 
have a three-named apostle. Judas who is also 
called Lebbeus and Thaddeus. Then the Zealot ; 
and last of all Judas Iscariot, who was the traitor. 
We know very little of the majority of these 
apostles. No doubt they all fulfilled the mission 
of their call, except Judas, who betrayed his Master 
and lost his place among that glorious company. 

These were the men Jesus chose on that morning 
after He had spent the night in prayer to be with 
Him while He was on earth, and to carry on His 
work after He had left it and returned back to 
heaven from whence He came. They are known in 
the church as " the glorious company of the apos- 
tles." They merit the praise they have received 
and will continue to receive from the believers in 
Christ through all ages, but their glory was not of 
this world. The world looked upon them, in their 
day, as a very insignificant company. They were 
regarded as a band of poor, illiterate Galileans. 
They had no social prestige, no influence with the 
great and powerful of earth. All of them except 
Judas, the traitor, were from Galilee, a section that 
was looked down on by the Jews, and had no 
special influence among any other people. 

Why did our Lord make choice of these men as 
representatives and associates of His ? It was not 
because they were poor and illiterate. It is no 
crime to possess this world's goods and to be intelli- 
gent. The truth is that Jesus was obliged to be 
content with these illiterate fishermen and publicans 
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and zealots. They were the best that He could 
get. Those who occupied a higher social plane, 
and were generally better informed, were too proud 
to become disciples of the lowly Jesus, and they 
excluded themselves from what the whole world 
now sees to be the highest honor that was ever con- 
ferred on men. These poor fishermen were chosen 
princes of the kingdom of God simply because they 
were willing to follow Him in His humiliation. 
The rulers in the church, the aristocracy among the 
Jews, boasted of their unbelief. 

Jesus did not choose the poor and illiterate be- 
cause they were poor, but those who were in better 
condition would not accept Him, and He was shut 
up to those who would believe in Him. It is the 
same with Him to-day. There were a few who oc- 
cupied good positions, who sympathized with Him, 
but they were not so decided in their attachment as 
to be eligible for apostles. Nicodemus was a ruler 
among the Jews and a member of the Sanhedrin, 
was convinced that He came from God, and he 
called upon Him at night. But he was not able to 
bear the odium of professing faith in Christ, and at 
His trial made a feeble apology for Him and re- 
minded the governing power that it was not their 
custom to condemn any man until he had had a 
hearing ; and Joseph of Arimathea was a disciple 
" secretly for fear of the Jews." Such men could 
not be depended on to go forth as missionaries of 
the cross. The apostles of Christ must be men of 
heroic mould. 
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Principles never change, and what was true on 
that morning, in which Jesus called His disciples to 
Him and chose from among them the twelve apos- 
tles, is true to-day, and will be the same until the 
end of time. He taught " His apostles that they 
could not beheve in Him if they sought the honor 
that came from men, and not the honor that came 
from God only." There is a sense in which these 
apostles of Christ were well fitted for the work to 
which they were called. Their chief work was to 
be His witnesses. The humblest of them were able 
to tell what they had seen, and they had the 
courage to give this testimony at the risk of their 
lives. 

We learn from this scene and the ordination of 
the twelve apostles that these men did not arrive at 
their final intimate relation to Jesus only by degrees. 
There are three stages in the history of their re- 
lation to Him. In the first place they were simple 
believers in Him as the Christ, and they were His 
occasional companions on convenient occasions. In 
the second stage of their relation to Him their com- 
panionship assumed the form of an uninterrupted 
attendance on His person and teaching. This stage 
involved abandonment of secular occupations. The 
twelve enter on the third and highest stage of dis- 
cipleship when they are chosen from the mass of 
disciples by the Master. No doubt each of the 
twelve had been for some time intimately associated 
with Him and had reached a state of preparation 
which fitted them for this closer relation to Him ; 
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and yet the step He takes in calling and ordaining 
them to this great work was not taken by Him un- 
til He had spent a whole night in prayer, and com- 
ing forth in the early morning light He is fully pre- 
pared to make this organization of His church, 
which is to endure to the end of time and result in 
bringing the whole world to acknowledge Him 
Lord of lords and King of kings. 

The object in view in the mind of Christ in tak- 
ing this step is unquestionably the salvation of the 
world. These apostles did not take in His great 
purpose on this morning of their calling to this high 
work ; they were still of the earth, earthly, but the 
Master put them into a course of training which 
was to ultimate in their apprehension of this pur- 
pose, in spite of their Jewish prejudices and human 
limitations. 

Could these men have had eyes to see, they would 
have beheld in the early light of that morning that 
burst on the hills of Galilee a glory that would have 
thrilled them with anticipation of a world redeemed 
and saved by the power of Christ. They would 
have seen that light shining down through the ages, 
and carrying gladness and peace into all lands, and 
offering salvation to all peoples. Jesus alone could 
see the vision. To Him it was a joy that enabled 
Him to endure the cross and despise the shame. 
He saw even then of the travail of His soul, and 
was satisfied with the vision. With what pity He 
must have looked on the multitudes that flocked to 
hear Him and receive some temporary alleviation 



Calling the Disciples 167 

from their suffering, for their eyes were closed to 
the higher and better things. He came to provide 
for all who would believe in Him in that and every 
age of the world ! While the sun was shining on 
their native hills, His chosen apostles were hardly 
in the twilight of the day of their Lord. Nearly 
nineteen hundred years have passed away since 
that early morning scene in Galilee, and yet the 
church that Jesus established then is but in the 
twilight of its great mission to the world. There 
are yet many dark places waiting for the glorious 
morning of the gospel day to break upon them, 
bringing the joy of redemption and the hope of 
eternal life. We meet with abundant evidence of 
the crude spiritual conditions of the twelve, long 
after this glorious morning in which they were 
called and ordained to their apostleship, as we 
follow the history of them and their relationship to 
Him who called them out of the darkness into His 
marvellous light ; but this darkness is not confined 
to them. All along through the past the church 
has walked in the twilight when it could be enjoy- 
ing the full light of the morning sun. The attain- 
ment of that full salvation which Jesus came to 
bring to humanity, individually and collectively, is 
not reached by the great mass of humanity to-day ; 
and for the same reason that His first disciples and 
apostles did not attain unto it : earthly pleasures, 
ambitions, and considerations shut out the morning 
light of a higher life from the soul, limit the power 
of His saving strength, and ever fail to see that be- 
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hind this Christ of Galilee there is all the fullness 
and power of the eternal Godhead. 

As we study this early morning scene, so full of 
instruction, encouragement and hope, we are pre- 
pared by all the years that have passed to more 
fully appreciate its meaning than were those who 
stood with the Master in that early morning light 
that burst upon an enterprise so full of blessing to 
the whole world of mankind. And yet, with the 
accumulated evidence of the ages, we do not fully 
understand the significance of all that this scene 
contains. We know Him, who spent that sleepless, 
prayerful night upon the mountain, and when the 
light of day came called His disciples to Him, and 
appointed and ordained the twelve, better than they 
knew Him then : but there are many things for us 
to learn yet. We look forward to that morning 
which will usher in an eternal day in which we shall 
know as we are known, and see Him as He is. 
Until then we must walk by faith, and dimly guess 
from the things that are revealed of greater things 
yet to come. 

Faith is the panacea for our sorrows here, and 
the balm for every earthly wound. Whatever en- 
larges and strengthens our faith in Him helps us 
along the journey ; and a study of such scenes in 
this early morning light that breaks upon the 
Saviour of the world, as He comes forth from a 
night of prayer to call and organize His apostles, 
must make His work more real to us, and enlarge 
and strengthen our faith in Him. As the light of 
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the sun chased away the darkness from that moun- 
tain where the Son of God spent the night in 
prayer, may the Sun of Righteousness chase away 
our spiritual darkness, and bring us a brighter and 
happier day. 




XIII 

THE EARLY MORNING SCENE AT THE 

TRIAL OF JESUS 

*' When the morning was come, all the chief priests and elders 
of the people took counsel against Jesus to put Him to death."-— 
Matthew xxvii. I. 

WE find it recorded that Jesus was fully 
aware of the purpose of those in author- 
ity to put Him to death ; and on the 
night before His crucifixion He foretold with minute 
accuracy the circumstances that would attend His 
crucifixion the next day. Matthew tells us : 
" When the morning was come, all the chief priests 
and elders of the people took counsel against Jesus 
to put Him to death " (Matt, xxvii. i). They had be- 
gun this counsel the preceding night, for we find this 
statement in the twenty-sixth chapter of Matthew 
and fifty-ninth verse : " Now the chief priests and 
elders, and all the council, sought false witness 
against Jesus to put Him to death." 

But it was contrary to all forms of law to proceed 
against any person's life by night, so the council 
separated for a few hours, and then at the break of 
day came together again, pretending to conduct His 
trial according to the forms of law. They had already 
determined to put Him to death, and pronounced the 
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sentence of death on Him. Now, as soon as it is 
day, they assemble under the pretext of reconsider- 
ing the evidence and deliberating on it, to give the 
appearance of justice to their proceeding. They ar- 
rested Him at night for fear of the multitude who 
attended on His teaching, and whom they had rea- 
son to believe would rise up in His defense and pre- 
vent His execution. 

It has often been the case when the officers of 
the law had to use strenuous means to prevent a mob 
from taking summary vengeance on some supposed 
malefactor and put him to death without a trial ac- 
cording to law ; but the trial of Jesus is the reverse 
of this. The authorities are determined to put Him 
to death and they have to avoid the multitude to 
carry out their purpose. They had determined for 
some time to take Jesus by subtlety and kill Him. 
" But they said, not on the feast day, lest there be kn 
uproar among the people." So they bribed Judas 
Iscariot, and he promised, and sought opportunity 
to betray Him in the absence of the multitude. 
There would have been no need for a traitor to lead 
those who took Jesus to the place where they might 
find Him, if it had not been for fear of the people. 
He taught publicly every day ; and the Jewish au- 
thorities might have found Him at anytime; but 
they had good reason to fear such an uprising in 
His behalf as would have caused failure in their ef- 
forts to arrest and kill Him. 

They were determined to accomplish their pur- 
pose, but they wished to do it in such a way that 
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it could be said He was legally put to death for 
violating their ecclesiastical laws ; but they could 
not find proof sufficient to convict Him of any crime 
for which they might kill Him, and they were com- 
pelled to appeal to the Roman power to destroy 
Him. Hence as soon as it was day and legal for 
them to take Him to Pilate, they did so with the ac- 
cusation of treason against Him. 

The Jews had no power to punish with death any 
offender against the Roman government, so they 
brought Jesus to Pilate and forced him to sentence 
Jesus, while He at the same time declared His in- 
nocence. Pilot could have refused to give an inno- 
cent man into the hands of the executioner, and 
every principle of justice demands that he should 
have done this, but he was told that Jesus was 
brought before him because He claimed to be a 
king in opposition to Caesar, and if Pilate turned Him 
loose, he was not Caesar's friend, and that Jesus being 
a traitor to the Roman government, Pilate would be 
guilty of protecting and shielding a traitor whom 
they had turned over to him, if Jesus were allowed to 
go free. Pilate might have been ever so certain that 
the charges were groundless, and that Jesus was not 
guilty of violating any Roman law, or arraying Him- 
self against the Roman government ; and yet he 
might have reasoned in this way : " This Jew is 
brought here by His own people, who demand sen- 
tence of death on Him as a traitor to the govern- 
ment I represent, and if I refuse to have Him exe- 
cuted, I endanger my own interest, and may lose 
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my office, or I may be punished for failure to pre- 
serve the interest of Rome." Thus we see how Pi- 
late was forced against his judgment and conscience 
to deliver Jesus to them to be crucified. He knew 
that Jesus had been delivered to be crucified for 
envy : " For he knew that for envy they had deliv- 
ered Him" (Matt, xxvii. 18). So " when Pilatesaw 
that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tu- 
mult was made, he took water, and washed his 
hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent 
of the blood of this just person ; see ye to it." The 
Sanhedrin has now turned the multitude away 
from Jesus. 

As long as Jesus preached to them and healed 
their sick and was unarrested the multitude stood 
ready to protect Him from the priests and the elders 
of the Jews ; but when He had submitted to arrest, 
those who until that time had believed in Him to a 
certain extent were ready to abandon Him, and 
when prompted by the priests and elders they 
joined in the cry, " Crucify Him, His blood be on 
us and our children." 

This is the scene we behold in the early morning 
trial of Jesus. He had spent a night of teaching 
His disciples, instituting the sacrament of His sup- 
per, suflFering the agonies of Gethsemane, submit- 
ting to arrest and all manner of indignities and 
insults, and now in the early morning He is de- 
livered to Pilate to be crucified. He has seen His 
apostles flee from Him, heard Peter deny Him, 
witnessed the mockery of pretended judicial pro- 
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ceedings against Him, and now hears the poor 
deluded people clamoring for His blood. But 
amidst it all He is calm and unmoved. While 
there are tumult and confusion all around Him, He 
moves on to the cross with perfect composure, not 
for one moment showing the least sign of fear or 
excitement. Rousseau, an eminent French writer 
who was for a time an infidel, was so impressed 
with the bearing of Jesus in the face of persecution, 
and had his heart so drawn to the Scriptures by the 
character of the Saviour, that he wrote : " I will 
confess to you that the majesty of the Scriptures 
strikes me with admiration, as the beauty of the 
Gospel has its influence on my heart. Peruse the 
works of all our philosophers with all their pomp of 
diction, how mean, how contemptible are they com- 
pared to the Scriptures I Is it possible that a book 
at once so simple and sublime should be merely a 
work of man ? Is it possible that the personage 
whose history it contains should Himself be a mere 
man ? Do we find that He assumed the tone of an 
enthusiast or ambitious secretary? What sweet- 
ness! What purity in His manners! What an 
afTecting gracefulness in His delivery ! What sub- 
limity in His maxims ! What presence of mind in 
His replies! What profound wisdom in His dis- 
courses ! How great the command over His pas- 
sions ! Where is the man, where the philosopher 
who could so live and so die without weakness and 
without ostentation ? 
'' When Plato described his imaginary good man 
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with all the shame of guilt, yet meriting the highest 
rewards of virtue, he described exactly the character 
of Jesus Christ: the resemblance was so striking 
that all the Christian fathers perceived it. 

" What prepossession, what blindness must it be 
to compare the son of Sophronicus (Socrates) to 
the son of Mary. What an infinite disproportion is 
there between them ! Socrates, dying without pain 
or ignominy, easily supported his character to the 
last, and if his death, however easy, had not crowned 
his life, it might have been doubted whether Soc- 
rates with all his wisdom was anything more than a 
vain sophist. He invented, it is said, the theory of 
morals. Others had, however, before put them 
into practice; he had only to say therefore what 
they had done and to reduce their examples into 
precept. But where could Jesus learn among His 
competitors that pure and sublime morality of which 
He only has given us example and precept ? The 
death of Socrates, peacefully philosophizing with 
his friends, appears the most agreeable that could 
be wished for ; that of Jesus expiring in the midst 
of agonizing pains, abused, insulted, and accused by 
a whole nation, is the most horrible that could be 
feared. Socrates in receiving the cup of poison 
blessed the weeping executioner who administered 
it, but Jesus in the midst of excruciating tortures 
prayed for His merciless tormentors. Yes, if the 
life and death of Socrates were those of a sage, the 
life and death of Jesus were those of a God. Shall 
we suppose the evangelic history a mere fiction? 
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Indeed, my friend, it bears not the marks of fiction; 
but on the contrary, the history of Socrates, which 
nobody ^presumes to doubt, is not so well attested 
as that of Jesus Christ. Such a supposition, in fact, 
only shifts the difficulty without obviating it ; it is 
more inconceivable that a number of persons should 
agree to write such a history than that one only 
should furnish the subject of it. The Jewish au- 
thors were incapable of the diction, and strangers 
to the morality contained in the Gospel, the marks 
of whose truths are so strong, so striking and in- 
imitable that the inventor would be a more astonish- 
ing man than the hero." 

In this extract from the writings of Rousseau^ 
who was one of the leading literary characters of 
the eighteenth century, and contemporary with 
Hume and Voltaire, men who were leaders in that 
age of scepticism, who was himself a sceptic, shows 
how a careful study of such scenes as this that we 
are studying from the life and death of Jesus affects 
those who are capable of any thought. This is not 
an imaginary scene, but presents for our contempla- 
tion a real transaction. The story of the arrest 
trial, and condemnation of Jesus is drawn so true 
to life by the writers of gospel history that it is 
nearly impossible to study the same carefully and 
not see the whole transaction. 

In the early morning of that wonderful day be- 
hold the Saviour of the world submitting to the 
most cruel treatment imaginable, and there are none 
to share His sorrows with Him. All His apostl 
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have fofsaken Him; and Peter, the man of rock, 
denies that he knows Him with an oath« As we 
contemplate this scene, we enter into sympathy 
with St Paul and exckum, ** If any man love not 
the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maran- 
atha." 

Those who condenmed and crucified the Lord 
Jesus did it ignorantly in unbeUef. But the hatred 
and injustice dispUyed in their treatment of Him 
woukl have been ^inexcusable if He had been an 
impostor and a malefactor, as they thought Him 
to be. The sense of justice that remained with the 
Sanhedrin moved them to bring a civil power into 
this business, for they did not have evidence to put 
Jesus to death because of any £edse doctrine with 
which they endeavored to charge Him, and for this 
reason they appealed to Pilate. 

This early morning scene, which the priests and 
the elders of the Jews thought would rid them 
entirely of Jesus and His teachings, was only the 
beginning of trouble with them from His influence 
and doctrines. While His apostles and all His dis- 
ciples could see nothing in this scene but the end of 
their hope in Him, and we believe Satan himself 
thought he had won a victory over Christ, Jesus 
knew all the time that this was not such a dark 
morning for the world as men and devils believed it 
to be. If His own disciples had believed what He 
told them before His arrest and arraignment before 
the different tribunals before which He was 
brought, they would not have been in such a hope- 
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less state. They recalled these things afterwards 
and had them all brought to mind after His resur- 
rection. 

The disciples of Christ could not believe that He 
who had done such wonderful works would ever be 
taken and crucified. It is a question whether Judas, 
the traitor, believed that He would be crucified. It 
is very probable that he betrayed Jesus with the 
hope that He would exert His power and establish 
at once the kingdom of Israel. There is much of 
the wisdom of God displayed in the part Judas 
played. If Jesus had been condemned to death on 
the evidence of one of His own disciples, it would 
have furnished infidels with a strong argument 
against Christ and the religion He came into the 
world to establish. They would have said : ** One 
of His own disciples, knowing the whole imposture, 
declared it to the Jewish rulers, in consequence of 
which He was put to death as an impostor and de- 
ceiver." But Judas repented, and being stung with 
remorse, came and acknowledged his crime and 
solemnly declared the innocence of Jesus. He 
threw the bribe he had taken at the feet of the men 
who gave it, and went out and hanged himself. By 
this act, as well as by his confession, he rescued the 
character of Jesus from all reproach, and although 
he was a traitor he became a good witness to the in- 
nocence of his Master, whom he had betrayed and 
destroyed as far as he could. 

It is a remarkable fact that the three most promi- 
nent in the arrest, trial and condemnation of Jesus 
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committed suicide ; Judas, Caiaphas and Pilate all 
put an end to their own lives. 

But the question naturally arises, as we contem- 
plate the arrest, the unjust condemnation of Jesus 
and His crucifixion, What does it all mean ? The 
only answer to this question is found in the fact 
that He came into the world, suffered and died to 
make atonement for the sins of men. We may not 
be able to state any theory of atonement which will 
meet with universal acceptation, but faith in Christ 
as the vicarious offering for the sins of mankind is 
fundamental in the religion that He came into 
the world to establish. In the vicarious theory 
of atonement we recognize the fact that Je- 
sus did something in His death for man which 
man could not do for himself, and this has a 
profound effect upon him; it transfers man's 
reliance from himself to God as the only source of 
help. Here we find the secret of Christian ex- 
perience. As we realize what Christ did for us in 
His death, we get out of self and find a resting place 
for our souls in Him. Here we find a fountain of 
grace in which the sinner finds a refuge from the 
condemnation of conscience, cleansing from the hu- 
miliating sins of defilement, and peace with God. 

We do not propose to enter into a discussion of 
the various theories of atonement, but to simply 
state the facts in answer to the question raised, 
Why did He suffer and die ? Our faith sees in His 
humiliation and death this great truth, while ** I the 
chief of sinners am, Jesus died for me." 
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The Christian religion is founded on a paradox : 
A crucified man is King in heaven. Faith in this 
fact brings us into a consciousness of God and a 
consciousness of sin. At the same time there comes 
into the soul a sense of peace with God, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that we cannot explain or 
define, but it is an experience that is as real as life 
itself. 

It is this experience that keeps up an interest in 
the facts explained in the Gospel, and makes them 
ever new and vital. As we study the scene before 
us in the light of this experience, the suffering 
Saviour becomes very precious to us, and we exclaim 
with St. Peter, " Unto you therefore which believe 
He is precious ; but unto them which be disobedient, 
the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is 
made the head of the corner, and a stone of stum- 
bling, and a rock of offense." 

The facts brought before us in this scene are not 
designed to be a basis of a theory only, but the 
foundation of a life-giving faith. We can feel more 
here than we can explain. We can see more than 
we can understand. 

In the language of another, " First there is the 
fact, and it is the supreme fact that the sacrifice of 
Jesus Christ is the profoundest revelation of the 
sympathetic love of God. But God commendeth 
His love towards us, in that while we were yet sinners 
Christ died for us. I shall not stop to discuss an- 
thropomorphic terms. What it is important to say 
is this : the God who can appeal to men must be a 
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God who can show Himself to be capable of suffer- 
ing. An impassible deity will not win men or an- 
swer their moral and spiritual needs. Nor is a per- 
sonal God, whose essential nature is love, conceivable 
apart from the capacity for suffering. We may not 
be able to reconcile the fact with the conception 
of His absolute being, because of our limitations. 
Somewhere we cease to analyze and define ; we 
worship and adore and love. But an impassible 
God does not inspire love, trust and sympathy. It 
should be remembered that theories which have left 
the incarnation and atonement out of their doctrine 
concerning God and His relation to men have 
eventually lost their God in deism, or the ab- 
stractions of naturalism. The one outstanding fact 
is that men have been led to God chiefly by the 
presentation of His suffering love in the atonement 
of Christ. That even becomes the means of His 
expression of His essential nature, which is love. 
Where sin touches the object of love, love cannot 
escape suffering. In this it is true that the atone- 
ment does not cause the love of God ; the love of 
God is the cause of the atonement and reveals it- 
self perfectly in the great sacrifice." 

We content ourselves with this answer to the 
question, Why the suffering and the humiliation of 
the Son of God ? The scene before us raised the 
question, and we have settled it in a way that satis- 
fies our own mind. The vital valuation of our ex- 
perience with His humiliation and death on the 
cross makes this scene remarkably real to us. We 
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do not put it away from us as a fact of ancient his- 
tory with which we have nothing to do. Every 
morning that bursts on us with its hght should 
bring to our memory that morning in which He 
stood before the Sanhedrin and the Roman court to 
be condemned to death, not for any wrong that He 
had done, but to be a propitiation for the sins of 
the whole world ; and to receive the sentence of 
death, that He might taste death for every man. 



XIV 
THE MORNING OF THE RESURRECTION 

<<And when the Sabbath was past, Mary Idagdalene, and 
Mary the mother of James, and Salome, had brought sweet spices, 
that they might come and anoint Him. And very early in the 
morning, the first day of the week, they came onto the sepulchre 
at the rising of the sun." — Mark zyI. 1-2. 

WHEN Jesus was crucified and buried, 
the hope of humanity was entombed ; 
but when the sun rose on that empty 
sepulchre, a new light burst upon the world that is 
to shine forever. His resurrection is the crowning 
fact of His wonderful life and history, without which 
nothing else concerning Him need be told. For '' if 
Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and 
your faith is also vain." He is risen, and it is our 
privilege to exclaim joyfully, '' But now is Christ 
risen from the dead, and become the first fruits of 
them that slept" 

We will stand for a while in the early morning 
at His empty grave and meditate on the meaning 
of this wonderful fact to our humanity. We do 
not know at just what hour of the night He broke 
the bonds of death and came forth, conqueror of 
death, hell, and the grave; but we do know that 
the fact of His resurrection was ascertained early 
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in the morning. Each of the inspired writers state 
that in the early morning light the fact of His 
resurrection became known. Matthew tells the 
story in these words : " In the end of the Sabbath, 
as it began to dawn towards the first day of the 
week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
to see the sepulchre. And behold, there was a 
great earthquake ; for the angel of the Lord de- 
scended from heaven, and came and rolled back the 
stone from the door, and sat upon it. His counte- 
nance was like lightning, and his raiment white as 
snow : and for fear of him the keepers did shake, 
and became as dead men. And the angel answered 
and said unto the women. Fear not ye : for I know 
that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is not 
here : for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the 
place where the Lord lay." 

Mark tells the story in these words : " And when 
the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary 
the mother of James, and Salome, had brought 
sweet spices, that they might come and anoint Him. 
And very early in the morning the first day of the 
week, they came unto the sepulchre at the rising of 
the sun. And they said among themselves, Who 
shall roll us away the stone from the door of the 
sepulchre ? And when they looked, they saw that 
the stone was rolled away : for it was very great. 
And entering into the sepulchre, they saw a young 
man sitting on the right side, clothed in a long 
white garment ; and they were aflTrighted. And he 
saith unto them. Be not affrighted : Ye seek Jesus 
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of Nazareth, which was crucified : He is risen ; He 
is not here : behold the place where they laid Him." 

Luke tells the story in these words : " Now upon 
the first day of the week, very early in the morning, 
they came unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices 
which they had prepared, and certain others with 
them. And they found the stone rolled away from 
the sepulchre. And they entered in, and found 
not the body of the Lord Jesus. And it came to 
pass, as they were much perplexed thereabout, 
behold two men stood by them in shining garments : 
and as they were afraid, and bowed down their 
faces to the earth, they said unto them. Why seek 
ye the living among the dead ? He is not here, but 
is risen." These were women that came with Him 
from Galilee. Luke does not name them. 

John tells of His resurrection in these words: 
" The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene 
early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and 
seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre. 
Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and 
to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith 
unto them. They have taken away the Lord out of 
the sepulchre, and we know not where they have 
laid Him. Peter therefore went forth, and that 
other disciple, and came to the sepulchre. So they 
ran both together ; and the other disciple did outrun 
Peter, and came first to the sepulchre. And he 
stooping down, and looking in, saw the linen clothes 
lying ; yet went he not in. Then cometh Simon 
Peter following him, and went into the sepulchre, 
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and seeth the linen clothes lie, and the napkin, that 
was about His head, not lying with the linen 
clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself. 
Then went in also that other disciple, which came 
first to the sepulchre, and he saw, and believed. 
But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping : 
and as she wept, she stooped down, and looked into 
the sepulchre, and seeth two angels in white sitting, 
the one at the head, and the other at the feet, where 
the body of Jesus had lain. And they say unto her. 
Woman, why weepest thou ? She saith unto them. 
Because they have taken away my Lord, and I 
know not where they have laid Him. And when 
she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw 
Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus. 
Jesus saith unto her. Woman, why weepest thou ? 
Whom seekest thou ? She, supposing Him to be 
the gardener, saith unto Him, Sir, if thou have 
borne Him hence, tell me where thou hast laid 
Him, and I will take Him away. Jesus saith unto 
her, Mary. She turned unto Him, and saith, 
Rabboni ; which is to say, Master." 

It was an old saying :" In the mouth of two or 
three witnesses every word shall be established.*' 
We have given the circumstantial account of this 
early morning scene from the pen of four witnesses, 
and if there was ever human testimony that bears 
the marks of sincerity and truth, the testimony 
of these witnesses bears these marks. As the 
resurrection is the crowning fact of the Gospel, we 
wish to consider it at large from this early morning 
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on through all the evidence we have of it as a fact 
worthy of universal acceptation. Around this fact 
the battle of faith and unbelief has raged through 
all the years that have passed since the morning 
light of that glad day first fell upon the empty 
sepulchre of Joseph of Arimathea, where the body 
of Jesus was laid when it was taken down from the 
cross. 

In the several accounts of the resurrection of 
Jesus taken from the evangelists there seems to be 
some discrepancy of statement ; but so far is this 
from weakening their testimony, it strengthens it. 
If they had all told identically the same thing, it 
would have suggested collusion on their part ; but 
each told the story in his own way, without any 
reference to the others. All who know anything 
about human testimony know that no two witnesses 
to the same transaction tell what they see exactly 
alike. All these witnesses agree in their statement 
to the essential facts connected with His resurrec- 
tion. On these facts there is no disagreement at all. 
They all agree that certain persons went to the 
sepulchre early in the morning and they all found 
the body gone ; while some of them saw angels, who 
informed them of the resurrection ; and Mary, who 
was the first to visit the sepulchre, was the first to 
see the risen Saviour. 

There was necessarily considerable excitement 
over the matter ; first when it was learned that the 
body of Jesus was not in the sepulchre, and then 
when it was said He had appeared alive to Mary. 



i88 Early Morning Scenes 

The disciples of Christ had no faith in His resurrec- 
tion although He had repeatedly told them that He 
would rise the third day. They do not seem to 
have remembered that fact as well as the members 
of the Sanhedrin did : for they went to Pilate with 
this statement : " Saying, Sir, we remember that 
that deceiver said, while He was yet alive. After 
three days I shall rise again. Command therefore 
that the sepulchre be made sure until the third day, 
lest His disciples come by night, and steal Him 
away, and say unto the people. He is risen from the 
dead : so the last error shall be worse than the first. 
Pilate said unto them. Ye have a watch : go your 
way, make it as sure as you can " (Matt, xxvii. 63-65). 
These rulers of the Jews knew that the resurrec- 
tion of Christ would be the indisputable evidence 
of His claims, and they did all they could to for- 
tify against this very thing. They had the sepul- 
chre sealed with an official seal of the governor. 
This in all probability was done to keep the guard 
from being bribed. The Sanhedrin had a corps of 
Roman troops consisting of several companies as a 
guard for the temple. These companies kept guard 
by turns. Some of these companies that were not 
then on duty, Pilate gave them leave to employ, to 
watch the tomb. So ever3rthing was done that 
human policy and prudence could do to prevent 
the resurrection, which these very precautions had 
the most direct tendency to authenticate and estab- 
lish. These things show the wisdom and goodness 
of God and that it is a precious truth that there is 
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neither might nor counsel against Him. The death 
of Christ was ordered so as to be witnessed by 
thousands ; and if His resurrection take place, it 
must be demonstrated, it must be witnessed, and it 
cannot take place without being incontestable ; such 
are the precautions used here to prevent all impos- 
ture. The more the circumstances of the death of 
Christ are examined, the more apparent the divine 
purpose becomes, and the more astonishing the 
whole history appears. His death is uncommon, 
and the object in view is uncommon : the whole is 
grand, majestic and awful. In every part the fin* 
ger of God most evidently appears. But nowhere 
do we behold the glory of God as in His resurrec- 
tion from the dead. 

We cannot reflect on the state of His poor dis- 
ciples during the time He lay in the grave without 
sharing their sorrows. Some of them at least had 
left all to follow Him. When He died on the cross 
their expectation was cut off, and when His body 
was laid in the sepulchre their hopes were buried ; 
and nothing but a resurrection of Christ from the 
dead could have given them a resurrection to their 
hopes. They did not have faith in what He had 
told them about His resurrection, and nothing but 
the actual fact could have given them this faith. 

His resurrection was a great and joyful surprise 
to them. St. Peter in after years gives expression 
to the feeling of the disciples in these words: 
" Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, which according to His abundant mercy 
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hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an 
inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away" (i Peter i. 3-4). 

Everything depended on His resurrection, and 
we can enter somewhat into the joy that must 
have filled the hearts of these forlorn and helpless 
followers of Jesus when His resurrection became a 
fact to them beyond any doubt or question. 

But the evidence of His resurrection was not all 
in on this glad morning. It was too stupendous 
a fact to be fully received all at once. To those 
who were first apprized of it, it brought on a state 
of mental bewilderment. They could not fully be- 
lieve their senses, and when they lost sight of His 
personal manifestations of Himself we imagine they 
were still in a state of doubt and uncertainty as to 
whether it was really Him. They were like the 
Jews described by the Psalmist : " When the Lord 
turned again the captivity oT Zion, we were like 
them that dream. Then was our mouth filled with 
laughter, and our tongue with singing : then said 
they among the heathen. The Lord hath done great 
things for them. The Lord hath done great things 
for us ; whereof we are glad " (Ps. cxxvi. 1-3). 

That was the happiest morning, not only for the 
first disciples, but for the human family, that ever 
dawned upon this earth. His resurrection was the 
first fruits of them that sleep in the earth, and the 
assurance of the resurrection of all who sleep in the 
dust of the earth. 
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We will get away from this early morning scene 
to examine the further evidence, which first began 
at His empty sepulchre and increased on through 
the manifestations of Himself during the forty days 
of His sojourn in His glorified body on earth, and on 
down through the years that have passed since that 
hour. 

St. Luke tells us in the Acts of the Apostles that : 
"He showed Himself alive after His passion by 
many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, 
and speaking of the things pertaining to the king- 
dom of God." No fact in human history is so well 
authenticated as the fact of the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. There are at least twelve distinct appear- 
ances of Jesus to His disciples recorded. We have 
reason to believe that He appeared several times of 
which we have no written account. St. Paul tells 
us that " He was seen of Cephas," that is Peter, 
" then of the twelve. After that He was seen of above 
five hundred brethren at once; of whom," says he, 
" the greater part remain unto this time, but some 
have fallen asleep. After that He was seen of James, 
and then of all the apostles. And after that He was 
seen of me also, as of one born out of due time." St. 
Paul does not mention all to whom He appeared, 
but he does tell us of an appearance to Peter, of 
which we have no account except the simple fact. 

As it is not our purpose to go too far away from 
this early morning scene in this chapter, we will 
leave the other evidence of His resurrection to be 
considered in another scene, and linger for a short 
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time now on events that happened on this memo- 
rable morning. Let us get into sympathy with these 
first witnesses of His resurrection as much as possi- 
ble. 

The events discussed in this scene are historic, 
and the actors in this scene are historic characters, 
because of their relation to Jesus. Each one of them 
whose name is recorded in connection with this won- 
derful event will remain a part of history forever. 
Mary Magdalene who first went to the sepulchre, 
and who first saw the risen Saviour, is among the 
immortals, whose name will never be forgotten. 
Like the other Mary who anointed the Saviour for 
His burial, and of whom her act is told as a me- 
morial of her wherever the Gospel is preached in all 
the world, so is it with this Mary, whose love for 
Christ moved her to cling to Him after His death, 
and who was honored by Him in His first appear- 
ance after His resurrection. This is her memorial. 
What a monument ! The Taj Mahal, that wonder- 
ful tomb in India, was erected in honor of a favorite 
queen of an Eastern king. It has been called the 
most beautiful building in the world. Its magnifi- 
cence so impressed an American woman that as she 
turned away from a visit to the Taj, on being asked 
what she thought of it, replied, *' I cannot tell what 
I think of it ; but I would be willing to die to-day, 
to have such a monument placed over my grave." 
The Taj is the perfection of material memorials, but 
who would exchange it, with all of its magnificence 
of marble and sculpture, for the simpler historical 
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memorial the facts connecting Mary Magdalene with 
the resurrection of Christ erected to her memory ? 
The Taj Mahal will some day disappear and with 
all material things cease to be, but these facts that 
connect the names of these humble followers of 
Jesus with Him and His resurrection will never dis- 
appear from the scroll of fame. 

The sun shines to-day on the spot where His life- 
less body lay in the new tomb of Joseph ; it rises to 
greet the place that was the scene of His resurrec- 
tion ; but the event first witnessed at His tomb occu- 
pies the chief place in human history. All of those 
who saw Him after His resurrection are inseparably 
connected with His history, and have won uncon- 
sciously for themselves fame that will live on to the 
end of time. 

A contemplation of this scene heightens all the 
enjoyments of life. It is the foundation of human 
hopes ; it is the fact of the resurrection from the 
dead that gives the Bible its power in the world, and 
stamps upon its pages the impress of immortality. 
While we boast of the discoveries of science, and 
disport among the stars and suns and systems, stand 
upon the outposts of telescopic vision, awestruck 
with the amplitude of our vision ; yet this fact, that 
Jesus Christ arose from the dead, has done more to 
dignify our humanity than all the discoveries of 
science put together. This glorious fact lifts humanity 
infinitely beyond the orbits calculated by astronomy, 
and, leaving all material estimates behind, reaches 
into the eternal future, and takes our humanity up to 
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the throne of God. Whenever this fact is known and 
believed, it carries the gladness of the morning light 
to human hearts. Men cannot lie in the grasp of 
hopelessness and sin and believe with the heart unto 
righteousness, and confess with their lips a faith that 
embraces the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead. Let us thank God that we can believe in His 
resurrection, and feel its power. 

Though no human hand felt the first warm throb 
that stirred beneath His shroud, yet He came forth, 
and the early morning light disclosed the fact that 
still blesses and gladdens our earth. 



XV 

THE EARLY MORNING SCENE WITH JESUS AND 
SEVEN OF HIS DISCIPLES AT THE SEA 
OF GAULEE 

" Bat when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the 
shore: but the disciples knew not that it was Jesus.'' — John 

AFTER Jesus had appeared several times to 
the women and to the apostles at Jerusa- 
lem, and at His tomb, He told them to go 
into Galilee, where He would meet them. This 
promise He fulfilled in the account St. John gives in 
the twenty-first chapter of his Gospel, which seems 
to have been written expressly to record the facts 
connected with this appearance of Christ. St. Mat- 
thew merely alludes to this meeting ; but it is such 
an important event in the manifestations of Jesus 
after His resurrection that it was necessary to give a 
more extended account of it, which St. John does 
in the early morning scene we come to study in 
this chapter. 

So these disciples had gone back to their homes 
in Galilee. Peter said to those who were with him, 
** I go a-fishing." This had been his occupation be- 
fore he became a disciple of Jesus and left all to fol- 
low Him. Before the crucifixion of Christ, He and 
His disciples were supported by free-will oflferings 
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of the people ; but the scandal of the cross had put 
a stop to these offerings, and the disciples, not fully 
understanding how they were to be employed, and 
from what source they were to receive their support, 
purposed to return to their former occupation of 
fishing. When Peter declared his purpose, Thomas, 
Nathaniel, John, James, and two others whose 
names are not given, said. We also will go with 
you. " They went forth, and entered into a ship 
immediately, and that night they caught nothing." 
When morning came Jesus appeared on the shore, 
and calling to them asked them if they had any 
meat. He knew of their failure and took this 
means of attracting their attention. When they 
answered Him that they had nothing. He told them 
to « Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and 
ye shall find. They cast therefore, and now they 
were not able to draw it for the multitude of 
fishes." 

They had a similar experience with Him early in 
His ministry. On one occasion when He was 
teaching the people, He entered into Simon's ship, 
and sat down and taught the people out of the ship; 
and when He had finished His discourse. He told 
them to launch out in the deep and let down their nets 
for a draught. Simon told Him that they had 
toiled all night and had taken nothing, but at His 
command they would try again ; and when they did, 
they caught such a draught of fishes that their net 
broke, and Simon was so overwhelmed at such un- 
expected success that he fell at Jesus' feet and be- 
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sought Him to leave, saying : « For I am a sinful 
man, O Lord." But Jesus said unto him, " Fear 
not, from henceforth thou shalt catch men." No 
doubt this experience had much to do with their 
being able to recognize Him so soon now, when 
they had had the same experience in catching fish 
in obedience to His command. Being experienced 
fishermen they saw at once that there was some- 
thing supernatural in the great number of fishes 
they ^had caught where they had spent a whole 
night and caught nothing. 

Jesus seemed to have come down on the shore as 
one who wished to purchase fish ; and when He 
first asked the disciples if they had any meat, no 
doubt they thought He was one who came as a 
customer ; but when He directed them how to cast 
the net and they saw the result, they knew who it 
was, and John exclaimed immediately, <' It is the 
Lord." When Simon Peter heard this and fully 
realized that it was the Lord, he girt his fisher's 
coat about him and jumped into the sea. He was 
so overcome by the presence of his Lord that he 
seemed for the moment to be unfitted for anything 
else. The other disciples, however, came to the 
shore, dragging the net full of fishes. When they 
all came to the shore they found Jesus waiting for 
them with a fire of coals and a breakfast of bread 
and fish. 

Then came the questions to Peter that brought 
vividly to his remembrance his base denial of the 
Lord. Jesus said unto him, ** Simon, son of Jonas 
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(or John), lovest thou Me more than these ? " It 
has been a question with many learned men what 
Jesus meant by, " Me more than these ? " Some 
have supposed that He meant to ask if Simon 
meant that he loved Him more than his old occupa- 
tion and the things of this present world : his ship 
and fishing appliances. But the concensus of opin- 
ion is that He meant : ** Do you love Me more 
than these other disciples ? " Some have objected 
that Peter could not know whether he loved Jesus 
more than the other disciples loved Him ; and 
therefore Jesus did not refer to the other disciples 
in this question. But Peter had prepared the way 
for this question by his declaration, " Though all men 
should forsake Thee, I never will," and his shame- 
ful denial of Him. By this profession of personal 
devotion to Christ, whether designedly or not, he 
had reflected on the others ; and now Jesus reminds 
him of his former profession, to show him his former 
weakness, and to remind him of his mistake in 
trusting in himself. Peter answered rather modestly 
now : " He saith unto Him, Yea, Lord ; Thou 
knowest that I love Thee." Jesus used one word 
for love (agapas) ; Peter used another word {phileo). 
The word that Jesus used expressed a higher love 
than the word that Peter used ; the word Jesus used 
meant, " Do you love Me with a perfect love, 
founded on implicit faith in Me as the Son of God : 
a faith you once professed ? " Peter's word meant, 
'* I esteem you ; and I am devoted to you as you 
know, but I do not fully understand you ; and I 
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am not so sure of my own devotion to you as I 
once thought myself to be. I can only say/ /^^'/^ 
se\' I love Thee, and I must leave the rest to Thy 
knowledge and long-suffering towards me." Jesus 
does not ask for the love Peter offered. We get 
our word philanthropy from two Greek words 
which mean love to man. Philanthropic love is that 
love God has to men. He loves us when we are 
unworthy of His love ; He asks our love because 
He is worthy of it. When Peter had expressed 
himself as loving his Lord in this imperfect way^ 
he was told to feed His lambs. He had already 
been restored to his apostleship ; this was probably 
done in that secret meeting with Him alone, soon 
after His resurrection ; a meeting the circumstances 
of which are not told. Peter had been restored to 
the favor of his Lord before this ; and his eagerness 
to meet Jesus on the shore, as soon as it was known 
that it was Jesus, was not the conduct of a man 
with a guilty conscience. On the other occasion, 
before the crucifixion, when there was a miraculous 
draught of fishes, Peter cried out, " Depart from me, 
O Lord ; for I am a sinful man." Now he rushes 
into the presence of the risen Christ. He knows 
himself better now, and he knows Christ better; 
but this knowledge makes him more humble. Jesus 
repeated the question to Peter again, and used the 
same wo'rd He did the first time He asked it, and 
Peter answered Him in the same way, using the 
same word. Jesus said to him, " Tend My sheep." 
The word He used now is not the same word He 
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used before, " boskeo " which means " feed " ; the 
word He uses now is *' poimaneo^'* which means 
" oversee " or •' tend." 

He again asked Peter if he loved Him ; now He 
drops His own word, and asked Peter if he loved 
them in that lower sense. The word He uses now 
is ** fhilies me," Peter was grieved because He 
asked him the third time. We do not know why 
he was so grieved at this third question. It may be 
that Peter feared that his Lord saw something in 
him he did not see in himself that might be the 
cause of another disgraceful denial of his Lord, and 
cause another fall. In reply to this third inquiry^ 
Peter said : " Thou knowest all things ; Thou 
knowest that I love Thee ; Jesus saith unto him, 
Feed My sheep." Then He proceeded to relieve 
Peter's mind of all doubt as to whether he really 
loved Him, by telling what death he would die, and 
thereby glorify his Lord. He said unto him : 
" Verily, verily, I say unto thee, when thou wast 
young, thou girdest thyself and walkest whither thou 
wouldst : but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt 
stretch forth thy hands and another shall gird thee, 
and carry thee whither thou wouldst not Thus 
spake He signifying by what death he should glorify 
God." This no doubt was a relief to Peter's 
troubled heart, who had come to look upon a denial 
of Christ as worse than death, and who was greatly 
troubled for fear he might again have occasion to 
weep bitterly because of such failure to remain true 
to his Lord. 
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Peter being tbe leading spirit among tbe twdve» 
Jesus diose him as a text throt^ whom to speak 
to all the rest ; for what He told Peter to do was 
the doty of each of them. The instructions given 
to Peter, and in this way to all His disciples, is the 
duty of all His ministeis to diis day, and will be 
tfieir duty to the end of time. The fiist thing He 
demanded of Peter as an evidence of his love was to 
feed His lambs. We understand by diis tbat he 
was to instruct and encourage the feeble ones, who 
should be led to bdieve in Christ There aremaiqr 
lambs in His flock. Not only diildren are of this 
dass, but the poor, illiterate and lonely ones, who 
fed neglected and alone in this woild, who need 
the qMritual food and encouragement given by the 
Gospel 

While Jesus dwdt among men it was His daily 
business to go about doing good, both to tbe bodies 
and souk of all with whom He came in contact ; 
and He never turned awsgr any who came to Him 
for instruction and hdp. 

As we go along in tbe study of tiiis scene we en* 
ter into what we believe were the feelings of these 
aqx)stles at tiiis time. Seven of them are togedier; 
probal^ tiiis was all who were fishermen. They 
had been instructed by their Lord to go into Galilee, 
and He promised to meet them there. When diey 
returned to tiie scenes that were so familiar to fliem, 
and went out on the sea as they had been so often 
accustomed to do before they became followers of 
Jesus, there is no doubt diat they convetsed much 
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about their experience, and interchanged opinions 
of what the future held for thenu They did not 
know just what turn Jesus would take» nor did they 
fully understand what was to be the nature of the 
kingdom He would establish in the world. It may 
be that at times they asked the question, Would it 
not have been better for us to have remained fisher- 
men, and not have followed Him in His humiliation 
and to His death ? No doubt they were beginning 
to see that the way before them was rough, so far 
as this world was concerned, and at times, like their 
Jewish ancestors who longed for the flesh-pots of 
Egypt, were now tempted to think it had been bet- 
ter for them to have been content to have remained 
fishermen, rather than become the followers of 
Jesus. There can be no doubt but the line of de- 
markation between His kingdom and the world was 
becoming more distinct to them, while there was 
yet much for them to learn. They were now left 
without the companionship and guidance of the 
Master. They had not yet received the comforter 
and guide, and their condition was one of doubt 
and uncertainty. The frequent appearance of Jesus 
wasalways somewhat unexpected, and even now that 
they have gone into Galilee at His command, and 
with the assurance that He would meet them there, 
His coming was very unexpected. 

They were permitted to toil all night and take 
nothing to remind them that their old occupation 
was not without its trials and disappointments. 
When the morning came, and with it the risen 
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Christy at His command they cast in the net and 
made a great catch of fishes. When they went to 
the shore they found food prepared for them ; and 
this was no doubt designed to teach them that their 
needs were His care ; and if they would first seek 
the kingdom of God and His righteousness, all these 
temporal blessings would be provided for them. 

This was a memorable morning to these disciples, 
and through them to the whole human family. The 
Sea of Galilee has been the scene of many interesting 
incidents in the life of Jesus. He had made His 
earthly home on its shores, and frequently crossed 
over it with His disciples. On one occasion, after a 
day of strenuous work, He had fallen asleep in a 
little ship while His disciples were engaged in row. 
ing across the sea ; a violent storm burst upon them, 
and threatened to swallow them up in its angry 
waters. When they could do no more to save them- 
selves, they waked Him up with the question, 
*' Carest Thou not that we perish ? " He arose per- 
fectly calm and asked them why they had not faith. 
He spoke to the storm, and the winds ceased, and 
there was a great calm. Then His disciples were 
amazed and said, " What manner of man is this, 
whom the winds and the waves obey ? " They had 
seen Him work many miracles, but this display of 
power amazes them. On another occasion He came 
to them walking on the bosom of the sea as though 
it had been solid ground. With the memory of 
these incidents fresh in their minds, they now are 
with this same Christ who has been crucified. 
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but is now risen, and meets them here on these &- 
miliar shores. The morning light brought them 
success far beyond their most sanguine expecta- 
tions ; but the draught of fishes was so completely 
overshadowed by the presence of Him who stood on 
the shore in that early morning light that these dis- 
ciples would probably have forgotten them if Jesus 
had not said to them, << Bring of the fish which you 
have now caught." When these disciples had eaten 
the feast provided for them, and Jesus had interro- 
gated Peter, asking him three times if he loved Him, 
He said to him, " Follow Me." This simple com- 
mand, given on this occasion, has been the cause of 
much speculation. Some have supposed that Jesus 
simply wished to take Peter aside for some private 
instructions; but it does not seem that our Lord 
meant any such thing. We do not believe that He 
had any private instructions for Peter ; and while He 
had addressed Himself specifically to Peter in the 
questions asked him, it was in no sense His purpose 
to give Peter any secret information, or call him to 
any duties to which all the rest were not equally ap- 
pointed. He had arranged a meeting with His dis- 
ciples in Galilee, and it is very probable that this 
meeting in Galilee was the one to which Paul refers 
where there were five hundred present at one time. 
It seems that Jesus left the shores of the sea with 
the seven disciples and went with them to this meet- 
ing. There is a hiatus here, and it can only be sup- 
plied by the imagination of faith. We think He 
said to Peter and all the seven, '' Follow Me " to this 
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place of meeting. Peter, being curious to know 
what was to become of John, after Jesus had told 
him by what death he should glorify Him, asked, as 
he saw John following, '* Lord, and what shall this 
man do ? " No doubt meaning by this question, 
''What shall be his end?" "You have told me 
mine." Jesus saith unto him, " If I will that he 
tarry till I come, what is that to thee ? Follow 
thou Me." Because of this answer, the disciples of 
Christ believed that John should not die ; but John 
tells us : ** Yet Jesus saith not unto him. He shall 
not die ; but if I will that he tarry till I come, what 
is that to thee? " Jesus does not answer questions 
to satisfy curiosity. We should learn a lesson from 
this. There are many things that are hid from us, 
no doubt for a wise purpose ; and it is wrong to at- 
tempt to pry into the future and learn what is going 
to happen either to us or to other people. We are to 
walk by faith, and any attempt to learn what God 
has not revealed to us concerning our future is an 
evidence of want of implicit faith in Him. It was 
good for Peter to know by what death he should 
glorify God for the reasons already given ; but John 
did not need to know what his end would be. He 
had never made himself conspicuous by denying his 
Lord, and was not probably troubled about whether 
he would do so in the future. Jesus told Peter what 
his end would be to give him assurance of his future 
fidelity, and to set his mind at rest on that point. 
This is the way this scene appears to the writer, 
with all respect to any who may hold different 
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views on this passage, about which there has been 
such a diversity of opinion. 

It is clearly implied in the narrative that Jesus 
and His seven disciples walked away from the 
shore of Galilee. We do not know where they 
went ; but we have intimated that they went to the 
promised place of meeting, which was on the 
mountain in Galilee. How we wish that the in- 
spired writer had told us more of this remarkable 
meeting ! There is hardly any room to doubt that 
other disciples were wending their way to the meet- 
ing place. The object of this early morning ap- 
pearance of Jesus at the sea was to call and prepare 
these chosen apostles for this meeting, and to place 
the assembly in the keeping of the apostles, and to 
instruct them for their final assembly at Jerusalem, 
where they were to await the coming of the day of 
Pentecost and the descent of the Holy Spirit which 
had been promised to abide with and guide them 
through all the future, even unto the end of the world. 

There were other meetings between Jesus and 
His disciples. At the last one He told them to 
tarry at Jerusalem until they were endued with 
power from on high. And when He had led them 
out to Olivet, while He lifted up His hands and 
blessed them, He was parted from them, and went 
up until a cloud received Him out of their sight. 

But this early morning scene on the shore of the 
Sea of Galilee remains with its lessons and stands 
out unique in human history. - Beneath the surface 
of the visible manifestations of the risen Christ there 
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is an abiding lesson for us all. We see in the pic- 
ture of the toiling, disappointed disciples, as they 
labor all through the long night and take nothing, 
a scene repeated in so many human lives. Lives 
full of effort but doomed to disappointment and 
failure. When all seems to be lost and they are 
ready to give up in despair, they catch the vision of 
one who stands out on the horizon of their lives, 
and they hear a voice they do not recognize at 
first. It comes to them like that voice that broke 
the stillness of the morning from the shore of the 
Sea of Galilee. It asks, " Have you found that for 
which you have been toiling all through the night ? 
Have you any meat ? " The answer is No. Then 
come the instructions, and the net of life is cast on 
the right side of the ship. There is an abundance. 
The soul catches the meaning of this new success, 
and cries, ** It is the Lord." Out from the dark 
night of sin and disappointment, with sunken eyes 
and haggard form, we see trooping millions coming 
who see that form by faith and hear that voice in 
the deep recesses of their souls ; some of them are 
naked ; but at the sound of that voice they gird their 
fishers' coats about them and plunge in the ocean of 
a new life, glad to follow Him, even if it means to 
prison and to death. In this scene we see far more 
than the rising sun casting its early beams on sea and 
shore in Galilee ; but wherever there are troubled souls 
and toiling, disappointed sufferers on earth, there 
falls the light of a new and better day at His coming. 
The call that came to these disciples when they 
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had come to Jesus on the shore in that early morn- 
ing light comes to every man at some time, and he 
is made to hear the voice of the Master say, " Fol- 
low Me." The main business of every one is to fol- 
low Him. Many like Peter look around to see { 
what some one else is doing, and then curiously ask, 
** What shall this man do ? " But the answer comes 
to all alike, " What is that to thee ? Follow thou 
Me." This is our duty and our blessedness as well. 
If we can have His companionship along the 
journey, all will be well. We shall not be distracted 
or tormented with constant looking around to see 
who else is following ; but we will be able to go on 
with our own work with blessedness and peace. 
Neither shall we be anxious about our own future 
or about that of others ; we will live happily in the 
present, and trust the guiding of the sliip of life to 
Him who can rule the storm and bring sweet rest 
and peace in the hour of trouble. 

The morning begun in His presence and under 
His guidance will bring on a glorious evening, pro- 
vided we keep close to His side ; and when life's 
tasks are all done, we can still sing : 

« Abide with me ! fast falls the even tide. 
The darkness deepens ; Lord, with me abide I 
WHien other helpers fail, and comforts flee, 
Help of the helpless, O, abide with me ! 

<< Swift to its close ebbs out life's little day ; 
Earth *s joys grow dim, its glories pass away ; 
Change and decay on all around I see ; 
O Thou who changest not, abide with me ! 
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M I need Thy presence every passing hour ; 
What but Thy grace can foil the tempter's power ? 
Who, like Th3rself, my guide and stay can be ? 
Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide with me I 

** I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless ; 
nis have no weight, and tears no bitterness ; 
Where is death's sting ? Where grave thy victory ? 
I triumph still if Thou abide with me. 

•* Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies ; 
Heaven's morning breaks and earth's vain shadows flee ; 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me I " 

His visible fonii no longer stands in the early 
morning light on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, 
but there is a spiritual presence that cheers and 
comforts those who put their trust in Him that 
brings an abiding peace. This presence becomes 
more real as the years go by. The fishing boats 
and nets of the disciples have passed away ; the 
throbbing, anxious hearts of these fishermen have 
long ceased to beat and feel anxiety here ; but they 
have through Him who loved them and gave Him- 
self for them long since found rest and peace in the 
home of many mansions. May all who read these 
scenes find a home with Him and them. Amen. 



BIBLE PROBLEMS 



PHIUPMAURO 

Life in The Word 

ijino, Qoth, net 50c 

"The anthor has marshalled arguments in the first 
twelTe chapters, to show its perennial freshness, its inde- 
structibility, discernment of numan nature, characteristics 
of growth and power to give, sustain and transform life 
in ue souL It is a forceful, strengthening and stimulating 
treatment of the subject, permeated with a firm faith in the 
dnrine character of the Bu>lc"— 'ff^trtcAfiKMi. 

PHIUPMA URO 

The Number of Man 

The Consolidation of Humanity and the Agendei Now 
Operating to Produce It. xsmo. Cloth. In PreparaHim. 

A timely and masterly message on the great religious and 
ceonomic movements now in progress throughout the world. 
Human society the world over is stirred to*aay as never be- 
fore. Ihis work is an attempt to ascertain the probable out- 



je. A. TORRE y 



Practical and Perplexing Questions 

Answered xsmo, Cloth, net soc. 

"The questions asked cover nearly all the range of 
theology and the practical life." — IVestem Christian Advocaiw. 

''Dr. Torrey is peculiarly qualified to answer such ques- 
tions by his mastery of the Bmle and the history of Qirit- 
tian doctrine. Should be not only in the library of every 
Christian minister, but also in every Christian houwhold."— 
InstituU Ti€, 

I. M, HALDEMAN 

Christian Science in the Light of Holy 

Scripture x^mo, Cloth, net $1.50. 

*'Dr. Haldeman bpn^is every question he considers to 
the bar of that highest tribunal, and tests it in the full light 
of the divine revelation. All the resources of his intimate 
knowledge of the Bible and of his powers of keen insight 
and effective presentation are drawn upon. He has so well 
•nooeeded that we do not see what more can be said. The 

of is absolute; it is dearly sUted; it is cshauitive."— * 

y. Ssamintr, 



ESSAYS, ADDRESSES, Etc. 



/. WILBUR CHAPMAN 

Another Mile. And Other Addresses 

Ntw Popular Edition. Paper, net ase. Regular Edition, 
i2ino, cloth, net 7sc. 

"Ten evanfi;eli8tic addresses, which have been used to ad- 
vantage by wis great leader of modem rerival movements. 
They bear the marks of ethical convictions, great love for 
souls, insight into the meaning of the Scripture, vivid and 
pathetic illustrations." — IVtsttm Chr, Advocot0, 

ROBERT F. MORTON 

My BeUef 

Answers to Certain Religious Difficulties. Qoth, net $x.J5 

"A man who can ^ve a clear and intelligible reason for 
every article of his faith has a timely message for an age 
which is full of religious questioning. Dr. Horton's love for 
the Bible and the inspiration of his faith are contagious. To 
those who are in perplexity on any of the lines discussed, his 
conclusions cannot i^il to be helpfuL"— Coi»gr#ga#»Ofialjlff#. 



MILFORD HALL LYON 

For the Life That Now Is 

i6mo, cloth, net 75c. 

A little book that takes the ever freah truths of religion 
and fits them into the every-day living of us all. The au- 
thor has the gift of direct; simple language, and instantly 
produces the feeling of sincerity and conviction. 

Edited by WALT HOLCOMB 

Popular Lectures of Sam Jones 

i2mo, cloth, net 75" 

A new volume of popular lectures which were delivered 
bv Sam Jones from almost every lyceum and Chautauqua 

Elatform throughout the United States and Canada. They 
ave been carefully edited and arranged, preserving the 
style in which they were spoken. 

HUGH BLACK 

The Gift of Influence 

Addresses to American University Students. tarao, cloth, 
net $1.25. 

"lliis is a volume of twenty-seven sermons and address- 
es, the initial number of the series giving its name to the 
collection. They are in the earnest stvle which characterises 
the author's utterances, and while full of spiritual fervency, 
are alive with practical directness in their bearing upon the 
duties of Christian people in their work to-day. "—-iftfvsfitfv. 




ESSAYS, ADDRESSES 



a CAMPBELL MORGAN 

Mountains and Valleys in die Ministry 

of Jesus xSmo, boards, net 21c 
Dr. Morgan's writinga hare the qoalhy of tuMiriflg \^ 
readers with something of his own lofty vidon. The pfw 
ent bo<rfdet is a derotkmal and ins|>irational study of die timrj 
of the retirement of Jesus into the mountains for co mmun ion 
with God and the more frequent occasions when In Uk tsI- 
leys he met the men who were there in crowds. 

ROBERT E. SPEER 

The Deity of Christ 

Boards, net 2^0, 

Mr. Speer states in the simplest way the grounds for hit 
own personal faith in Christ's divinity and shows that oob 
who studies His matchless character must and will believe; 
One of the author's favorite themes in popular form. 

MRS. ALFRED GATTY 

The Life Beyond 

An Allesory. Adapted by M. A. T. New Edstlon, iSmo^ 
boards, net 250. 
'^t teaches In beautiful language, simple enou^ for a child 
to understand, the doctrine of ue resurrection and die life 
htjonAJ*—Clmreh Advocate, 

BIBLE STUDY 

aBBBBBBB^Saa^BaeSBB^BBBSBBBSBBBB^aBSaBHB^^BaBBBB 

CORTLAND MYERS 

The Real Holy Spirit 

x^nno, cloth, net «oc. 

A practical stu<fy of the Holy Spirit for die "every day" 

man or woman, by the author of Why Men Don't Go to 

Church," and other popular essays ana studies. A good, 

tane, sensible study of what the average person wants to know. 

PHIUP MAURO 

Life in The Word 

X2mo, cloth, net ^oc 

Are the claims of the Bible as related to the actions of 
men, in direct conflict with the democratic spirit of the times? 
That they are is the position taken in this impressive UtUe 
work by one whose position in the legal world aecounts for 
the keen analysis and masterful marsmilling of argument In 
defence of the supreme authority of the Scripture. 

TO E. BTACKSTONE 

Jesus Is Coming 

Text SdUion. (All proof texts given in full as foot-notes.) 
Issued in response to numerous requests. ss6 pages^ 
lamo, paper, net a 5c; cloth, net soc. 

JUgular Samon, paper, xse; cloth, net asc; by mall, net joe» 



I; ' 



i: I 



I t 



■I 

i! 



'\ 



I'- 

*■'■ 



I. ! 



■ I 






\: n 



w 



f 




3 2044 073 557 167 



